
UvA-DARE is a service provided by the library of the University of Amsterdam (https://dare.uva.nl)

UvA-DARE (Digital Academic Repository)

Disputing about taste: Practices and perceptions of cultural hierarchy in the
Netherlands

van den Haak, M.A.

Publication date
2014

Link to publication

Citation for published version (APA):
van den Haak, M. A. (2014). Disputing about taste: Practices and perceptions of cultural
hierarchy in the Netherlands. [Thesis, fully internal, Universiteit van Amsterdam].

General rights
It is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the author(s)
and/or copyright holder(s), other than for strictly personal, individual use, unless the work is under an open
content license (like Creative Commons).

Disclaimer/Complaints regulations
If you believe that digital publication of certain material infringes any of your rights or (privacy) interests, please
let the Library know, stating your reasons. In case of a legitimate complaint, the Library will make the material
inaccessible and/or remove it from the website. Please Ask the Library: https://uba.uva.nl/en/contact, or a letter
to: Library of the University of Amsterdam, Secretariat, Singel 425, 1012 WP Amsterdam, The Netherlands. You
will be contacted as soon as possible.

Download date:26 May 2023

https://dare.uva.nl/personal/pure/en/publications/disputing-about-taste-practices-and-perceptions-of-cultural-hierarchy-in-the-netherlands(a5e9d9fc-6d54-4007-bbb7-b0aa53b8102c).html


11

 
 

10 
 

Acknowledgements 
 
 
During the early stages of studying at the University of Amsterdam, I already became 
interested in the sociology of cultural taste, embodied by Pierre Bourdieu. Although I do 
not remember exactly what sparked this interest, it were certainly the lectures by Nico 
Wilterdink that I attended during my third year that greatly enlarged it and that made me 
switch from Urban to Cultural Sociology. Eventually, Nico would act as the supervisor of 
my Master’s thesis on film education for secondary school pupils. I was delighted when, a 
few years later, he agreed to help me with my application for a PhD position. We asked 
Giselinde Kuipers, at the time working at the Erasmus University Rotterdam, to join the 
team, and she happily accepted. We submitted the research proposal to NWO late 2005.  
 Nico and Giselinde formed an excellent supervision couple during all stages of my 
research. Their encouragements and patience made me persevere with the highly 
structured sample when response rates were low, and their critical feedback significantly 
improved the manuscript. They both took the time to read my draft chapters very carefully 
and to discuss them at great length, which is not self-evident. During our – always pleasant 
– conversations, they complemented each other perfectly. Nico excelled in close reading, 
which resulted in many detailed comments on specific sentences or on the exact meaning 
of Bourdieu. I am grateful that he continued his supervision after his retirement. Giselinde 
focused more on the nature and structure of the main argument and on the broader 
interpretations of empirical findings. Furthermore, she actively encouraged me in 
broadening my academic network. I hope to keep benefiting from their knowledge and 
ideas in future projects. 

While working on my PhD proposal in my spare time and awaiting the result of my 
grant application, I had some wonderful years working part-time at the secretariat of the 
Walborg (GGZ Buitenamstel). I want to honour my former colleagues by using their first 
names as the pseudonyms for my respondents. Naturally, any resemblance between 
respondents and ex-colleagues is purely coincidental. 

I sincerely want to thank the ninety anonymous respondents. I am very grateful to 
everyone who was willing to receive me in their homes (or, in some cases, to meet at other 
places) for one or two hours and to tell me all about their cultural taste. With all of them, I 
had enjoyable conversations. I regret that those who indicated that they wanted to hear 
about the results had to wait for a much longer time than I estimated. I would also like to 
thank the five acquaintances with whom I conducted pilot interviews to test the 
questionnaire. Furthermore, I want to thank all my relatives, friends and colleagues who 
helped me find respondents in the final stage of the data collection, when I had to fill in 
the last empty spaces in the quota sample. 
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Where would I have been without Willemijn Rijper? She transcribed more than 
half of the interviews, which was complemented by Laura Vermeulen (nine interviews), 
Martine Buijs (four) and myself. She was not only fast and punctual, but also very precise 
and accurate. Furthermore, she gave the impression that she actually liked the job. Her 
comments between brackets often made me smile. When I announced that I would 
mention her in the acknowledgements, she said that that was not necessary. Well, it is. 
Willemijn deserves an entire paragraph. 

Laura Vermeulen, mentioned above, did her ‘internship’ within my project, in 
combination with her Bachelor’s thesis. I want to thank her for her wonderful research on 
contemporary classical music lovers and for the article that we wrote about it together, as 
well as for our many pleasant conversations. 

I am also very much indebted to Mariëlle Smith, who edited the entire manuscript 
(except for this paragraph!) in the space of a few weeks. The quality of the English prose 
has been significantly enhanced through her meticulous work. Furthermore, as a native 
Dutch speaker, she found many great solutions for translations of my respondents’ often 
idiosyncratic phrasing.  
 The ‘Culture Club’, founded by Giselinde late 2012 and formalised when the 
cultural sociologists formed a separate programme group within the AISSR, provided an 
excellent opportunity to discuss work in progress. I wish to thank in particular Alex van 
Venrooij (who also helped me with advanced statistical techniques), Hans Abbing and 
Olav Velthuis for their helpful comments on provisional chapters. I would also like to 
thank the members of the previous programme group in which I participated, ‘Dynamics 
of citizenship and culture’. In the first stage of my PhD trajectory, Koen van Eijck of 
Erasmus University acted as the ‘third reader’ of my progress papers. I want to thank him 
for that, as well as for his helpful feedback on a previous version of the quantitative 
chapter. 

In the fall of 2009, Marieke van Eijk and Sanneke Kloppenburg had the wonderful 
idea to start an informal post-fieldwork discussion group, which resulted in the AA (Aio’s 
Anonymous). With them, Frank van As, Marten Boekelo, Anick Vollebergh and – for a 
shorter time period – Eline van Haastrecht, Ana Miškovska Kajevska, Naomi van Stapele 
and Marloes van Westrienen, I discussed many draft papers, articles, chapters and specific 
issues. Together we went through the ups and downs of doing a PhD. By coincidence, 
most of them are – more or less – cultural anthropologists. This not only means that they 
were often surprised by the high degree of structuration of my research and by my 
enthusiasm for the quantitative part, but also that they positively influenced my analysis of 
interview material and my writing style. Moreover, they became good friends, with whom 
I shared – and hopefully will continue to share – lunches, dinners, drinks and occasional 
hiking tours.  
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 They were not the only colleagues, though, who made the six years at the AISSR 
more than worthwhile. I want to thank in particular Ay Mey Lie, Jill Alpes, Erica van der 
Sijpt, Elise van der Laan, Tjerk Jan Schuitmaker, Bouchra Arbaoui, Chip Huisman, 
Svetlana Kharchenkova, Nataliya Komarova, Judith Elshout, Döske van der Wilk and 
Matthijs Rooduijn. I enjoyed sharing an office – for longer or shorter time periods – with 
Agnes Kotoh, Wan Fairuz, Jasper Blom, Paul Mepschen, Thomas Franssen and Mandy de 
Wilde respectively, as well as with some of the people I already mentioned. There were 
many other nice colleagues whom I met during the (long gone) AISSR lunches, the 
defence parties and the yearly PhD weekends, but of course I cannot mention everyone. I 
thank the members of the secretariat for their support throughout the years. 
 Although rarely mentioned in acknowledgements, a large part of the PhD work is 
devoted to teaching. I enjoyed collaborating with people such as Bart van Heerikhuizen, 
Ineke Teijmant, Carolien Bouw, Michaël Deinema and – again – Giselinde Kuipers. Most 
of all, I am indebted to Gerben Moerman, who taught me a lot about teaching, although I 
come not even close to his prodigious enthusiasm. I also want to thank the students I 
worked with, particularly those whose often inspiring Bachelor’s and Master’s theses I 
supervised.  
 Outside the university, I was happy to always feel supported by my parents, Frank 
and Suke, and my sister, Samanthika. Furthermore, it was great to often be distracted by 
some good friends, particularly Marc Hogchem, with whom I shared many films, concerts, 
dinners and telephone calls. 
 Lately, a newspaper quoted a PhD who recently obtained his doctorate, who could 
not imagine writing a dissertation while being single, without anyone to comfort you or to 
listen to your angry fits about academic practices. Well, I can tell you. That is what office 
mates are for! For a long time, I was lucky to share an office with Ana Miškovska 
Kajevska and Anick Vollebergh. I not only shared the hard times with them, but also – 
mostly – a lot of fun. Ana, thank you for your often explicit love, wisdom, enthusiasm and, 
of course, your humour and (loud) laughs. Anick, I still miss our daily conversations on 
whichever subject and our brainstorms on each other’s findings. I hope to continue seeing 
both of you in the future, wherever in the world you are. I am very grateful you want to act 
as paranymphs at my defence. 
 

Amsterdam, March 2014 
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