
UvA-DARE is a service provided by the library of the University of Amsterdam (https://dare.uva.nl)

UvA-DARE (Digital Academic Repository)

In the shadow of the judge
The involvement of judicial assistants in Dutch district courts
Holvast, N.L.

Publication date
2017
Document Version
Other version
License
Other

Link to publication

Citation for published version (APA):
Holvast, N. L. (2017). In the shadow of the judge: The involvement of judicial assistants in
Dutch district courts. [Thesis, fully internal, Universiteit van Amsterdam]. Eleven International
Publishing.

General rights
It is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the author(s)
and/or copyright holder(s), other than for strictly personal, individual use, unless the work is under an open
content license (like Creative Commons).

Disclaimer/Complaints regulations
If you believe that digital publication of certain material infringes any of your rights or (privacy) interests, please
let the Library know, stating your reasons. In case of a legitimate complaint, the Library will make the material
inaccessible and/or remove it from the website. Please Ask the Library: https://uba.uva.nl/en/contact, or a letter
to: Library of the University of Amsterdam, Secretariat, Singel 425, 1012 WP Amsterdam, The Netherlands. You
will be contacted as soon as possible.

Download date:26 May 2023

https://dare.uva.nl/personal/pure/en/publications/in-the-shadow-of-the-judge(b963c12d-03ac-4656-aca5-a3e05ddf20c6).html


IN  THE 
SHADOW OF 

THE  JUDGE

IN
 T

H
E

 S
H

A
D

O
W

 O
F

 T
H

E
 JU

D
G

E

The involvement of 
judicial assistants in 
Dutch district courts

Nina Holvast

N
ina H

olvast

In recent years the notion of the judge 
as an autonomous decision-maker 
has been increasingly challenged. 
Correspondingly, research has expanded 
to study the infl uence of various agents 
on judicial decision-making; however, 
some of these agents still receive little 
attention from the academic community. 
This book focuses on one such agent: 
the judicial assistant.

Based on fi eldwork conducted at two 
Dutch district courts, In the shadow of 
the judge discusses the involvement of 
judicial assistants in judicial decision-
making and the potential consequences 
of their involvement on the adjudication 
process. By demonstrating the multi-
faceted involvement of these assistants 
and their infl uence on the judgments, 
the author highlights the necessity for 
a clearer understanding of this topic 
– particularly in a civil law context.

This book is essential for court personnel 
and researchers alike, to improve their 
understanding of the dynamics of judicial 
decision-making behind the closed doors 
of court houses.
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