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	 Appendix 1: Questionnaire 1

Questionnaire Families in the City

Important!

This research project wants to look at change in residential practice before and 
after people have children. Therefore, I ask people to fill out a questionnaire now, 
and a very short one after two years. 

It is very important for the research that I will be able to contact you at a later 
moment (in two years).
 
Please, be so kind to give your email address or mail address or telephone number 
so that I may contact you. Perhaps, needless to say: your personal data will be 
treated completely confidentially.

I am very grateful for your collaboration,

Willem Boterman
wboterman@fmg.uva.nl
020 5254258

Your email:	

Your address:		

Your telephone:		
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	 First part: Household, dwelling, 
	 and neighbourhood

1.	 What is the age of the members of your household?

You	

Your partner	

(other), 	

(other), 	

(other), 	

2.	 How many weeks are you pregnant? 	

�� What is your post code?           	     –  

3.	 For how long have you been living on your current address?
	 years

4.	 For how long have you been living in Amsterdam?	
	 years

5.	 For how long have you been living in the Netherlands?	
	 years

6.	 In which municipality did you grow up? (Where did you spend most of 
your childhood)

	

7.	 What are the postal codes of the addresses you lived since you moved out 
of your parents home? (if not in the Netherlands, mention just the name 
of the town.)
–	
–
–
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8.	 How many rooms and how many square meters has your dwelling?
Number of rooms ___________   m2 _____

9.	 What type of dwelling do you live in?
�� Apartment without balcony or roof terrace
�� Apartment with balcony or roof terrace
�� Apartment without private outdoor space
�� Apartment with private outdoor space
�� Other, namely ___________________

10.	 Do you own or rent your dwelling?
�� Own	  ➔ ga naar de volgende vraag
�� Private rent	 ➔ ga naar vraag 13
�� Social rent (woningbouw) 	 ➔ ga naar vraag 13

11.	 What is the WOZ value of your dwelling? (value according to tax 
regulations)
�� Less than 200.000 Euro
�� 200.000 to 275.000 euro
�� 275.000 to 350.000 euro
�� 350.000 to 500.000 euro
�� More than 500.000 euro

12.	 What is the net monthly rent? 
�� Less than 330 euro
�� 330-600 euro
�� 600- euro tot 1000 euro
�� More than 1000 euro

13.	 When choosing your current dwelling, did your take into account the 
possibility of having children?
�� Yes 
�� No

14.	 Do you or your partner have family…   (multiple answers allowed)
In your street?	  yes	  no
In your neighbourhood?	  yes	  no
In the rest of your stadsdeel?	  yes	  no
In Amsterdam? 	  yes	  no
In the region Amsterdam?	  yes	  no
Elsewhere in Holland?	  yes	  no
Abroad	  yes	  no
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15.	 Do you or your partner have friends……
In your street?	  yes	  no
In your neighbourhood?	  yes	  no
In the rest of your stadsdeel?	  yes	  no
In Amsterdam? 	  yes	  no
In the region Amsterdam?	  yes	  no
Elsewhere in Holland?	  yes	  no
Abroad	  yes	  no

16.	 Who is generally responsible for the following:
–	 Groceries	  You	  Your partner
		   You and your partner 	  Someone else
– 	 Preparing dinner	  You	  Your partner
		   You and your partner 	  Someone else
– 	 Cleaning	  You	  Your partner
		   You and your partner 	  Someone else
–	 Laundry	  You	  Your partner
		   You and your partner 	  Someone else
–	 Chores	  You	  Your partner
		   You and your partner 	  Someone else 
	 (in and around the house)
–	 Finances and tax	  You	  Your partner
		   You and your partner 	 Someone else

17.	 Do you make use of the following services:
–	 Take away and meal delivery 	 yes	  no
–	 Laundry and dry cleaning	  yes	  no
–	 Handyman 	  yes 	  no
–	 Grocery service	  yes	  no
–	 Domestic worker (cleaning)	  yes	  no

18.	 Do you have a subscription to a newspaper?
�� I am not subscribed to a newspaper
�� De Telegraaf
�� AD
�� Trouw
�� De Volkskrant
�� Het Parool
�� NRC Handelsblad
�� NRC Next
�� FD
�� Other, namely ___________________
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19.	 Which Dutch broadcasting organisation/channel do you prefer to watch? 
(just one answer please!!) 
�� I rarely/never watch television
�� I do not watch Dutch tv

�� KRO
�� NRCV
�� EO
�� VARA
�� VPRO
�� NPS
�� AVRO
�� TROS
�� RTL 4
�� RTL 5
�� SBS 6
�� Net 5
�� Veronica
�� CANVAS

20.	 What political party enjoys your preference? (not necessary to vote in the 
Netherlands) (multiple answers alllowed )
�� CDA (Christian democrats)
�� PvdA (labour)
�� VVD (conservative liberals)
�� SP (socialist party)
�� PVV (Wilders) (nationalist)
�� Groen Links (greens)
�� Christen Unie (Christian conservative)
�� D66 (liberals)
�� SGP (Christian conservative)
�� PvdD (Party for the animals)

�� Other, namely  ___________________
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21.	 Do you or your partner posses a car?
�� Yes, one	 ➔ which type, brand and year of construction?

		  1   

�� Yes, several	 ➔ which type, brand and year of construction?

		  1   

		  2   

�� No, but I share a car/green wheels
�� No

22.	 To what extent do you agree with the following statements?
	I am very attached to my neighbourhood
�� I agree completely	    I agree	    I disagree	
�� I disagree completely	    Neutral

	I am a real urbanite
�� I agree completely	    I agree	    I disagree	
�� I disagree completely	    Neutral

	I do not want to leave Amsterdam
�� I agree completely	    I agree	    I disagree
�� I disagree completely	    Neutral

My home is more important than my neighbourhood
�� I agree completely	    I agree	    I disagree	
�� I disagree completely	    Neutral

The city is not a suitable place to raise children
�� I agree completely	    I agree	    I disagree	
�� I disagree completely	    Neutral

I rather live in Amsterdam than in Almere
�� I agree completely	    I agree	    I disagree	
�� I disagree completely	    Neutral



175

Appendices

	 Second part: changes since your pregnancy

The following questions will ask you to compare the period before your 
pregnancy with the situation now.

23.	 Could you indicate how domestic tasks were divided between You and 
your partner, before your pregnancy?

24.	  You ________%	 Partner  ________ % 	 (together 100%)

b) 	 Do you feel this has changed now you are pregnant?
�� No
�� Yes, my partner does more
�� Yes, I do more

 

25.	 Could you indicate how often you visited the following places before your 
pregnancy? 

	 Never	 Monthly-yearly	 Weekly – monthly	 daily -weekly

Theatre	 	 	 	 

Classical concerts 	 	 	 	 

Cinema	 	 	 	 

Restaurant	 	 	 	 

Cafe	 	 	 	 

Museum	 	 	 	 

Gallery	 	 	 	 

Shopping 	 	 	 	 
(no groceries)

Sports(active/passive) 		 	 	 

b) 	 Do you feel this has changed now you are pregnant?
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�� No
�� Yes  ➔ Please indicate what has become more frequented and what less. 

26.	 How many times every week, did you meet up with friends or family 
before your pregnancy?
�� Seldom or never
�� Once or twice
�� Three to four times
�� (almost) daily

	

b) 	 Do you feel this has changed now you are pregnant?
�� No
�� Yes, I see my friends/family less often
�� Yes, I see my friends/family more often

27.	 Could you indicate what you considered important aspects of your neigh-
bourhood before your pregnancy?
Proximity friends 
 Very important	  important	  not very important	  irrelevant

Quiet neighbourhood
 Very important	  important	  not very important	  irrelevant

Green areas
 Very important	  important	  not very important	  irrelevant

Close to the motorway
 Very important	  important	  not very important	  irrelevant

Close to a public transport node
 Very important	  important	  not very important	  irrelevant

Diversity of population
 Very important	  important	  not very important	  irrelevant

Close to my work
 Very important	  important	  not very important	  irrelevant

Close to/within the city centre
 Very important	  important	  not very important	  irrelevant
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b) 	 Do you feel this has changed now you are pregnant?
�� No
�� Yes, I deem some apsects less and other more important now

Less important: 

More important: 

28.	 Could you indicate whether you would have liked to live in the following 
neighbourhoods, before your pregnancy?

Jordaan
 Yes, please	  Yes, that’s ok	  Well, doesn’t matter	
 No, rather not 	  no, never!

Buitenveldert
 Yes, please	  Yes, that’s ok	  Well, doesn’t matter	
 No, rather not 	  no, never!

Indische Buurt
 Yes, please	  Yes, that’s ok	  Well, doesn’t matter	
 No, rather not 	  no, never!

Concertgebouwbuurt
 Yes, please	  Yes, that’s ok	  Well, doesn’t matter	
 No, rather not 	  no, never!

IJburg
 Yes, please	  Yes, that’s ok	  Well, doesn’t matter	
 No, rather not 	  no, never!

Osdorp
 Yes, please	  Yes, that’s ok	  Well, doesn’t matter	
 No, rather not 	  no, never!

Almere
 Yes, please	  Yes, that’s ok	  Well, doesn’t matter	
 No, rather not 	  no, never!

Haarlem
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 Yes, please	  Yes, that’s ok	  Well, doesn’t matter	
 No, rather not 	  no, never!

Amstelveen
 Yes, please	  Yes, that’s ok	  Well, doesn’t matter	
 No, rather not 	  no, never!

Het Gooi
 Yes, please	  Yes, that’s ok	  Well, doesn’t matter	
 No, rather not 	  no, never!

b) 	 Do you feel this has changed now you are pregnant?
�� No
�� Yes, I prefer other neighborhoods now, other I would rather not live.

Less preferred:

More preferred: 
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	 Third part: Education and work

29.	 What is your highest completed level of education? 
�� Primary school
�� Lower secondary school 
�� Upper secondary school
�� Higher vocational
�� University (bachelors)
�� University (masters)
�� PhD

30.	 What are the names of the studies you completed?

1

2

31.	 What is the highest completed level of education of your partner? 
�� does not apply ➔ Go to question 34

�� Primary school
�� Lower secondary school 
�� Upper secondary school
�� Higher vocational
�� University (bachelors)
�� University (masters)
�� PhD

32.	 What are the names of the studies your partner completed? 

1

2

33.	 What is the highest completed level of education of your father?
�� Primary school
�� Lower secondary school 
�� Upper secondary school
�� Higher vocational
�� University (bachelors)
�� University (masters)
�� PhD
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34.	 What is the highest completed level of education of your mother?
�� Primary school
�� Lower secondary school 
�� Upper secondary school
�� Higher vocational
�� University (bachelors)
�� University (masters)
�� PhD

35.	 How many hours do you work per week (paid)? And your partner?
Number of hours (You ________  Number hours (partner ________ 

36.	 Where is your work and that of your partner?

	 You	 Your Partner

	

In the neighbourhood/at home	 	 
Within the ring motorway in Amsterdam	 	 
Elsewhere in the region Amsterdam	 	 
Elsewhere in the Netherlands	 	 

37.	 How do you usually commute? 

	 You	 Your Partner

By foot		  	 
By bike		  	 
By car		  	 
By tram, bus, tube	 	 
By train (possible with additional transport)	 	 

Differently, namely  _____________________	 	 
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38.	 In which branch do You and your partner work? 

	 You	 Your Partner

Education 	 	 
Health Care	 	 
Other public service	 	 
Arts			  	 
Financial services	 	 
IT			   	 
Trade and retail	 	 
Business consultancy	 	 
Media and Entertainment	 	 
Research	 	 
Construction	 	 
Manufacturing	 	 

Other, namely 		

39.	 Please, describe as precisely as possible your profession, job, and the 
company/government branch you work for (for example: economist, data 
analyst at the sales department for Delta Lloyd)

40.	 What is the gross annual income of your household (Your income and 
that of your partner together) 
�� Less than 30.000 Euro per year (less than gross 2.300 Euro per month)
�� 30.000 to 45.000 Euro per year (gross 2.300-3.500 Euro per month)
�� 45.000 to 60.000 Euro per year (gross 3.500– 4.600 Euro per month)
�� 60.000 to 90.000 Euro per year (gross 4.600 – 7.000 Euro per month)
�� 90.000 to 150.000 Euro per year (gross 7.000-11.600 Euro per month)
�� More than 150.000 Euro per year (more than gross 11.600 euro per month)



Residential Practices of Middle Classes in the Field of Parenthood

182

	 Part 4: Your future with your children 

41.	 Do you plan to move the coming two years?
�� Yes 
�� No ➔  Go to question 46

42.	 What is the most important reason to move?

43.	 Are you already looking for a new dwelling? 
�� Yes, I am already preparing a bid/bought already a house
�� Yes, I am actively searching on the internet/through advertisements
�� Yes, I have a real estate agent looking for me
�� Yes, I am inscribed at Woningnet
�� Yes, I search in other manners
�� No  ➔  Go to question 46

44.	 In what neighbourhood/area are you looking?
�� my own neighbourhood
�� A neighbourhood within the ring motor way, namely 

�� A neighbourhood elsewhere in Amsterdam, namely

�� A municipality within the region of Amsterdam, namely

�� A municipality outside the region of Amsterdam, namely 

45.	 How many hours do you think You and your partner will be working after 
the birth of your child

	 You	 Your Partner

More than 35 hours per week	 	 
24-35 hours per week 	 	 
12-23 hours per week 	 	 
less than 12 uur  per week	 	 
0 hours: would quit doing paid labour	 	 
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46.	 Do you intend to make use of paid child care?
�� Yes, for all days I and my partner work
�� Yes, one or two days paid, the rest unpaid/informal (family/friends)
�� No, only unpaid/informal (family/friends)

47.	 Could you indicate to what extent you agree with the following state-
ments:

	 I am already looking for a crèche or other child care for my child
�� I agree completely	    I agree	    I disagree	
�� I disagree completely	    Neutral

	 When choosing my new residence, I take into account the presence of good schools 
�� I agree completely	    I agree	    I disagree	
�� I disagree completely	    Neutral

	 I deem it important to live close to my parents (in law), when my child is born
�� I agree completely	    I agree	    I disagree	
�� I disagree completely	    Neutral

	 Actually, I am not really concerned yet with the period after the birth
�� I agree completely	    I agree	    I disagree	
�� I disagree completely	    Neutral

	 After I gave birth to my child, not much will change in the social life of me and my partner
�� I agree completely	    I agree	    I disagree	
�� I disagree completely	    Neutral
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Finally,

I am looking for future parents that would like to participate in interviews as well. 
These interviews will deal with the same issues addressed in this questionnaire, 
but will offer much more space for your personal experiences and to discuss 
more deeply how you see your future as a parent, particularly in relation to your 
neighbourhood and home. 
Thank you so much for helping me out!

�� Yes, I would like to participate!

Contact me on (telephone, email, post address) 

�� No thank you
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	 Appendix 2. Topic list interviews

Social Background
Can you tell me something about the environment in which you grew up?

–	 type neighbourhood
–	 type dwelling/housing
–	 social position parents (job, education)
–	 spare time

Residential History
Can you tell me how you ended up in this home (and in Amsterdam)?

–	 What residential environments and why?
–	 alternatives?
–	 social capital
–	 other cities, countries
–	 anticipated on having children?

School/Work
Can you tell me about your education?
Can you tell me about your work?

–	 Secondary school
–	 Which study
–	 Choices of family/friends
–	 What employment career
–	 Current job

Relation to Amsterdam
To what extent do you consider yourself an Amsterdammmer?

–	 Places
–	 Activities
–	 Mobility
–	 Ever leaving?
–	 family/friends in the city?
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Children in the city
How do you think about bringing up children in the city?
–	 Advantages for you/for the child
–	 Disadvantages for you/for the child
–	 Own childhood experiences
–	 Anticipation on having children
–	 Day care/Schools

Division of Labour/gender
How do you divide your paid and unpaid work?

–	 Who does what?
–	 Outsourcing
–	 Division of paid work

Future
Where will you be in two/five years

–	 Where?
–	 Work?
–	 Children?
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	 Appendix 3 Topic List second Interviews 

Changes
What is the most important change since you had children?
How did you organise care and work?

–	 Sense of time
–	 Organising the household

What is the difference with one child (Only when pregnant or with second child)?
How does an average week look like?

–	 Work
–	 Organsation
–	 Shopping
–	 Preparing meals
–	 Fetching

How did your relationship with the city change?

–	 Relation to the city
–	 Ideas about parenting 
–	 Use of Space
–	 Activities

How do you think about bringing up children in the city now?

–	 Advantages
–	 Disadvantages

Where do most of your friends/family live?

–	 Network?
–	 Support
–	 Peer pressure?
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How do you think about schools?

–	 Type of school
–	 Quality
–	 School population
–	 Distance

Future
Where will you be in two/five years

–	 Where?
–	 Work?
–	 Children?
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	 Appendix 4 Internet-based second 
	 questionnaire

(Note: this questionnaire was posed in Dutch, translations may be not exactly 
mean the same)

Housing 

1.	 What is your current household composition *
Please choose at most 1 answers:
�� cohabiting with partner and one child 
��  cohabiting with partner and one child and pregnant with second
��  cohabiting with partner and two chidlren
�� single with child(ren)
�� cohabiting with partner
�� single
�� other:  

2.	 Did you move since last time (April/May 2008)? If yes, how often? *
Please choose at most 1 answers:
�� no, I did not move 
�� yes, I moved once 
�� yes, I moved twice or more

3.	 What is your current postcode *
Fill out your postcode here:
 

4.	 What were the most important reasons to move? *
Select what applies
�� former dwelling was too small 
�� former dwelling was inpractical
�� former dwelling was not on ground level 
�� former dwelling had no outdoor space  
�� former dwelling was situated in the city
�� former dwelling was situated impractically in relation to work 
�� we wanted to become homeowner 
�� we wanted to rent 
��  former dwelling was too expensive
�� other: 
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5.	  How many rooms does the current dwelling have? *

For instance: living room + two bedrooms is a 3 room dwelling. 

6.	 What is the size of your current dwelling in square meters?

7.	 Is your current dwelling a owner-occupied, a private rent or a social rent 
home? 
�� Owner-occupied
�� Private rent 
�� Social Rent 
�� Other: 

 
8.	 In what type of home do you live? 

Please choose at most 1 answer:
�� apartment without outdoor space 
�� apartment with outdoor space (roof terrace, balcony) 
�� ground level apartment without outdoor space
�� ground level apartment with garden
�� single family home without garden 
��  single family home with garden 
�� other: 

 
9.	 What are your net monthly expenses on housing? 

�� less than 330 euro 
�� between 330 and 600 euro 
�� between 600 and 800 euro 
�� between 800 and 1000 euro 
�� between 1000 and 1500 euro 
�� more than 1500 euro 
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Work

10.	 How many hours of paid work do you do weekly?

11.	  How many hours of paid work does your partner do weekly?

12.	 Please describe as detailed as possible your occupation, your current 
job position and the company or government sector you work for (for 
instance  economist; data-analyst; at Delta Lloyd)

13.	 Please describe as detailed as possible the occupation, the current job 
position and the company or government sector your partner works for 
(for instance  economist; data-analyst; at Delta Lloyd)

14.	 What is your current gross household income (your and your partner’s 
income together) *
Please choose at most 1 answer:
�� less than 30.000 euro 
�� 30.000 - 45.000 euro 
�� 45.000 - 60.000 euro 
�� 60.000 - 90.000 euro 
�� 90.000 - 150.000 euro 
�� 150.000 - 200.000 euro 
�� more than 200.000 euro 

15.	 Where is your work situated? 
Select what applies
�� at home/in the neighbourhood 
�� Within the Amsterdam ring road
�� Elsewhere in the Amsterdam region
�� Elsewhere in Nederland 
�� Other: 

 
16.	 How long do you travel to your work?

Calculate in minutes, both ways.
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17.	 Where is the work of your partner situated? 
Select what applies
�� at home/in the neighbourhood 
�� Within the Amsterdam ring road
�� Elsewhere in the Amsterdam region
�� Elsewhere in Nederland 
�� Other: 

18.	 How long does you partner travel to his work?

Calculate in minutes, both ways 

19.	 How did you organize the day care for your children? 
Please indicate who is responsible for children’s daycare during an 
average working week:
monday 

tuesday

wednesday 

thursday 

friday 
For instance:  
 
Monday: mamma 
Tuesday: mamma 
Wednesday: day care 
Thursday: day care  
Friday: daddy
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Division of labour

20.	 Could you indicate which share of the domestic work you do? (together 
100%)
You: ….
Your partner …
(It is assumed that the female partner fills out the questionnaire!) 

21.	 Could you indicate which share of care for the children you do? (together 
100%)
Vul uw antwoord(en) hier in
You: ….
Your partner …
(It is assumed that the female partner fills out the questionnaire!) 

Social contacts

22.	 Where do You and your partners closest family live? 
Please choose at most 1 answer:
�� in the neighbourhood 
�� in Amsterdam 
�� in the Amsterdam region
�� Elsewhere in the Netherlands 
�� abroad 

23.	 Where do your and your partner’s closest friends live? 
Please choose at most 1 answer:
�� in the neighbourhood 
�� in Amsterdam 
�� in the Amsterdam region
�� Elsewhere in the Netherlands 
�� abroad 
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24.	 Do you sometimes ask your neighbours:  

  yes no

To look after your child? ❍ ❍
To help you out with 
small chores? ❍ ❍

To look after the pets/
water the plants? ❍ ❍

25.	 Do you ever ask your family or friends: 

  yes no

To look after your child? ❍ ❍
To help you out with 
small chores? ❍ ❍

To look after the pets/
water the plants? ❍ ❍

Future

26.	 Do you intend to move within the next two years? 
�� Yes 
�� No 

27.	 What would be the main reasons for you to move? *
Select what applies
�� dwelling is too small 
�� dwelling is inpractical
�� dwelling is not on ground level 
�� dwelling has no outdoor space  
�� dwelling is situated in the city
�� dwelling is situated impractically in relation to work 
�� we want to become homeowner 
�� we want to rent 
�� dwelling is too expensive
�� other: 
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28.	 Are you looking for a new home yet? 
�� yes, I am already buying a new home
�� yes, I search via internet, real estate agent or newspaper
�� yes, I search via woningnet 
�� yes, I search via other channels
�� No 

29.	 Where do you look for a new home? 
Select what applies and please comment
�� my own neighbourhood, namely 

 
�� a neighbourhood within the inner-ringroad in Amsterdam, namely 

�� a neighbourhood elsewhere in Amsterdam, namely

�� a municipality within the Amsterdam region, namely 

�� a municipality outside of the Amsterdam region, namely

Finally, some statements

30.	 Could you please indicate to what extent you agree with the following 
statements: 

  Completely agree Agree Disagree Completely disagree Neutral

The city is not a suit-
able place to bring 	
up children

❍ ❍ ❍ ❍ ❍

When selecting a 
place of residence I 
consider the pres-
ence of a good 
school

❍ ❍ ❍ ❍ ❍

It is important for me 
to live close to my 
parents (in law)

❍ ❍ ❍ ❍ ❍

Since the birth of our 
child(ren) nothing 
much changed in our 
social life

❍ ❍ ❍ ❍ ❍


