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“读万卷书不如行万里路，
行万里路不如阅人无数，阅
人无数不如名师指路，名师

指路不如自己去悟...”

[DÚ WÀN JUÀN SHŪ BÙ RÚ XÍNG WÀN LĪ LÙ, XÍNG 

WÀN LĪ LÙ BÙ RÚ YUÈ RÉN WÚ SHÙ, YUÈ RÉN WÚ 

SHU BÙ RÚ MÍNG SHĪ ZHI LÙ, MÍNG SHĪ ZHI LÙ BÙ RÚ 

ZÌ JI QÙ WÙ]

“TO TRAVEL THOUSANDS OF MILES IS BETTER THAN 

TO READ THOUSANDS OF BOOKS, TO DISCUSS WITH 

OTHERS IS BETTER THAN TRAVELING THOUSANDS OF 

MILES, HAVING AN EXPERT TEACH AND GUIDE YOU IS 

BETTER THAN DISCUSSING WITH MANY OTHERS, TO 

SEEK SELF ENLIGHTENMENT IS BETTER THAN HAVING 

AN EXPERT TEACHING YOU.”

COMMON SAYING REGARDING CHINESE EPISTEMOLOGY, 

ORIGINS ATTRIBUTED IN PART TO 董其昌 DONG QI 

CHANG (1555 - 1636); A LATE MING DYNASTY PAINTER, 

SCHOLAR, CALLIGRAPHER, AND ART THEORIST.
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fascination.

This was however, not the sole 
motivation for this dissertation. 
It was by happy coincidence that 
I stumbled onto the interface of 
mobility and land use planning. 
Traffic and logistic flows were 
important when I was a practicing 
architect and urban designer. The 
site location with its traffic in and 
outflows was the first drawing made 
usually. The confrontation of how 
people and goods move through the 
urban fabric became increasingly 
conspicuous as I graduated from 
interior and architectural design to 
the urban block and eventually to 

regional and metropolitan strategic 
planning. This became incredibly 
clear when I researched 24/7 
environments and metropolitan 
regions for my master thesis at 
TU Delft. I  continued researching 
regional land use planning, 
accessibility and economic functions 
after my graduation which was where 
I was first introduced to the research 
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The research did have an attractive 
offer to look and learn from foreign 
cases as well. 

However, the biggest selling point 
of this research project was that it 
was practice-oriented and not (only) 
sitting-behind-a-desk-in-an-ivory-
tower type of research. In short, this 
research allowed me to combine my 
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development) while Leonie is the 
authority on all things regarding 
institutions (particularly, institutional 
change). Together, their discussions 
and arguments have balanced out 
this dissertation. 

As the leading authority on land 
use and mobility research in the 
Netherlands, this research was 
Luca’s brainchild. 
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