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Executive summary Wages in Benin 
This WageIndicator Data Report presents the results of the face-to-face WageIndicator survey in 
Benin, conducted between the 15th and 19th of October 2012. The survey aimed to measure in 
detail the wages earned by Beninese workers, including the self-employed. In total 2,002 persons 
were interviewed in towns and cities of nine out of twelve departments of Benin.  

The workers in the survey live in households with on average 3.6 members, including themselves. 
Over half of both male and female workers live with a partner and children. Just over four in ten 
workers had diplomas from secondary education, 16% of workers followed no formal education, 
one in four stopped at elementary education and 16% followed tertiary education. Women are 
more likely to have no education and less likely to have enjoyed tertiary education. On a scale from 
1=dissatisfied to 10=satisfied, respondents rate their satisfaction with life as a whole a 5.6 on 
average.  

In the sample, one in four workers are self-employed. Two in ten workers are employees with a 
permanent contract, three in ten workers have fixed-term contracts, whereas one in four have no 
contract at all. On average, respondents have worked for 11 years. Over six in ten people in the 
sample work in an organization with 10 or fewer employees (65%); the self-employed and workers 
without education do so almost exclusively. Ten per cent of workers are covered by a collective 
agreement, whereas 49% wish to be. Participation in schemes and bonuses is generally low, while 
health care schemes (11%) and pension schemes (10%) are most common. The average usual 
working week of respondents is 57 hours in 5.8 days. Four in ten workers regularly work shifts, two 
in three workers report working Saturdays, while three in ten work Sundays. 

Just 21% state that they are entitled to social security, whereas 31% contribute to it. Three in ten 
employees state that they have no agreed working hours, 36% has agreed working hours in writing 
36%, and 34% verbally agreed. Three in four workers are paid cash in hand and seven in ten 
workers report receiving their wage on time. On a 5-points informality-index, ranging from 1=very 
informal to 5=very formal, 43% of workers are in the lowest category in the index, whereas 10% 
are in the highest category. 

In the sample, 57% report being employed as managers, which includes many small business 
owners, 14% are services and sales workers and 9% as clerical support workers. Over four in ten 
respondents work in trade transport and hospitality, 32% in the public sector, 11% work in 
agriculture, manufacturing and construction and 12% in commercial services.  

The median net hourly wage of the total sample is 214 Franc (CFA). Two in ten workers earn less 
than 100 Franc per hour, 28% earn between 100 and 200 Franc, 26% earn between and 200 and 
400 Franc and 27% earn more than 400 Franc per hour. Employees with permanent contracts have 
by far the highest earnings (427 CFA), whereas workers without a contract (132 CFA) have the 
lowest earnings. At 166 CFA, workers in firms with less than ten employees earn the lowest wages, 
whereas employees in firms of over a 100 employees earn the highest wages (463 CFA). Those on 
the lowest end of the informality scale earn only 144 CFA per hour, whereas those in the highest 
category earn wages far above that (median is 577 CFA). Men have higher wages compared to 
women, and young workers have substantial lower wages than workers in the oldest age group. 
Both workers with second cycle secondary education (289 CFA) and those with tertiary education 
(586 CFA) earn above average wages; workers without education earn the lowest wages (148 
CFA). Managers have the highest median wages (260 CFA), service and sales workers the lowest 
(137 CFA). By industry, the highest wages are earned in agriculture, manufacturing and 
construction (262 CFA) and the public sector, health care, and education (258 CFA). Workers in 
commercial services (189 CFA) and in trade, transport, and hospitality (185 CFA) earn considerably 
less. 

The analysis shows that 70% of the sample is paid on or above the minimum wage rate of CFA 
31,652 per month gross. Just four in ten workers without contracts earn the minimum wage rate, 
whereas 95% of employees with permanent contracts do. Workers in firms employing between 51 
and 100 people are most often paid above the minimum wage (94%), compared to only 56% of 
workers in firms employing 10 or less people. Only 47% of the most informal workers are paid the 
minimum wage, compared to 99% of the most formal workers. Women are less likely to paid the 
minimum wage than men (68% versus 71%). The older and more highly educated workers are, the 
more likely they are to be paid above the minimum wage rate. Eight in ten managers and crafts 
workers are paid the minimum wage rate, whereas only 42% of those in elementary occupations 
do. Workers in commercial services are most at risk of being not paid above the minimum wage 
(only 53% are), while public sectors are most likely (81%). 
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1 Introducing the survey 

Aim of the survey 
This WageIndicator Data Report presents the results of the face-to-face WageIndicator survey in 
Benin, conducted between the 15th and 19th of October 2012. The survey aimed to measure in 
detail the wages earned by Beninese workers, including the self-employed. In total 2,002 persons 
were interviewed. This survey is part of the global WageIndicator survey on work and wages. These 
surveys are also posted on WageIndicator websites. The continuous, global WageIndicator web-
survey is an international comparable survey in the national language(s). The survey contains 
questions about wages, education, occupation, industry, socio-demographics, and alike.1 Once a 
WageIndicator survey is created for use on a national WageIndicator website, a paper-based 
questionnaire for face-to-face interviews can be drafted from the web-survey. These paper-based 
surveys supplement the web-based surveys in countries with low internet access rates. 

The questionnaire 
The WageIndicator survey was adapted from the global standard questionnaire to the Beninese 
setting. Most of the questions were retained without changing the intended purpose. The Benin 
questionnaire for the face-to-face interviews is available in one language, namely French, as is 
shown in Table 1.  

Table 1 Number of respondents and language of the survey 
  Number of respondents Per cent 
French 2,002 100% 

Source: WageIndicator face-to-face survey Benin, 2012, unweighted data 

Sampling and fieldwork 
The sampling and interviewing of the respondents was done by the University of Abomey – Calavi 
(Benin), in cooperation with the University of Dar-es-Salaam (Tanzania). A multi stage sampling 
technique was employed. First using the total wage employment in the country a weighted sample 
was obtained and spread by regional location. Then based on a country-level sampling frame of 
establishments, a random sample of the establishments was adopted. From the random sampled 
establishments a list of workers from a broad range of occupations was interviewed. The 
interviewers received training before conducting the interviews.  

Respondents were interviewed in their work places, homes, the street, bars and cafes. During the 
field work the cooperation of interviewees was good and no major problems were encountered. On 
a five-point scale from 1=very cooperative to 5=not at all cooperative, the interviewers ranked the 
interviewees on average 2.4. A small group was not cooperative (10%). 

Data-entry was done under responsibility of CEDR, a professional interview agency based in Dar-
es-Salaam. The data-entry took place in the WageIndicator data-entry module using a range of 
validity checks. The survey and the data entry were very closely monitored by Dr Godius 
Kahyarara, a senior economist from the University of Dar-es-Salaam, who also performed the 
double checks in all stages. 

  

                                                
1  See for more information about the survey Tijdens, K.G., S. van Zijl, M. Hughie-Williams, M. van Klaveren, 

S. Steinmetz (2010) Codebook and explanatory note on the WageIndicator dataset, a worldwide, 
continuous, multilingual web-survey on work and wages with paper supplements. Amsterdam: AIAS 
Working Paper 10-102. www.wageindicator.org/documents/publicationslist/publications-2010/codebook-
and-explanatory-note-on-the-wageindicator-dataset.pdf  
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Weighting 
Sampling is critical in reaching a national representative survey. In order to perfect the represen-
tativeness, weighting had to be applied. ILO’s Estimates And Projections of the Economically Active 
Population (EAPEP 6th edition) was used for weighting according to gender and age. Table 2 shows 
the weights, indicating to what extent the gender/age group in the face-to-face survey was over- 
or underrepresented in comparison to the labour force estimates. If a weight is smaller than 1, the 
group is overrepresented. If the weight is larger than 1, the group is underrepresented. The table 
shows that particularly women aged 40 and older are underrepresented in the survey. This may 
possibly be caused by the fact that women in this group are more likely to work as a cooperating 
household member in agriculture. As such, they fall outside the sample of persons with a paid job, 
whereas in EAPEP they might have been considered as part of the labour force. In this paper, all 
graphs and tables are derived from weighted data. Most respondents reported their gender, of 30 
people their sex could be deduced from information given elsewhere in the survey and of six 
persons the gender remained missing. Hence, in the remaining of this report, we use 1996 of the 
2002 interviews. 

Table 2 Weights for the Guinea survey according to age and gender distribution 

  Weight N 
Male 14-29 years .7044 610 

Male 30-39 years .5164 511 

Male 40-80 years 1.6267 215 

Female 14-29 years 1.1077 378 

Female 30-39 years 1.0769 206 

Female 40-80 years 4.1076 76 

Total 1.00 1996 

Source:  The weights are based on the labour force estimates for 2012, derived from the Estimates 
And Projections Of The Economically Active Population (EAPEP 6th edition) database of the 
International Labour Organization (ILO). Three cases had no information about gender. 
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2 Socio-demographic characteristics 

Regions 
The interviews were done in nine out of twelve departments of Benin. In general, the coastal 
southern departments are slightly overrepresented in the survey. The largest number of interviews 
was done in Cotonou (28%), followed by Abomey-Calavi (18%) and Porto Novo (12%). Just less 
than half of the respondents lived in towns with 100,000 - 1 million inhabitants (47%) and 53% 
lived in smaller cities of between 10,000 and 100,000 inhabitants. 

Graph 1 Distribution of respondents and total population (2006) across regions  

 
Source: WageIndicator face-to-face survey Benin, 2012, weighted data (N=1996) 

Age and gender 
Graph 2 reveals the distribution of the men and women in the survey over four age groups. More 
male than female workers were interviewed (52% versus 48%). Compared to older workers more 
young workers (men and women) aged 29 years or under were interviewed (43%). This resembles 
the general workforce in Benin, which declines sharply with age. 

Graph 2 Percentages interviewees according to age and gender  

 
Source: WageIndicator face-to-face survey Benin, 2012, weighted data (N=1996) 
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Household composition 
The workers in the survey live in households with on average 3.6 members, including themselves. 
Graph 3 shows that one in five interviewees live in a household with six or more members and 
roughly the same percentage live in a single-person household (see bar total). Not surprisingly, 
younger workers are more likely to live in single- person households, while 61% of workers who 
are fifty years or older live in households with six people or more. Some gender differences were 
found; men are more likely to live either alone or in a six-person household and women are a little 
more likely to live in a household with two to five persons. 

Graph 3 Distribution over household size, break down by age group, gender and total 

 
Source: WageIndicator face-to-face survey Benin, 2012, weighted data (N=1996, missing 22-26) 

Living with partner and children 
Graph 4 shows whether men and women from different age categories live with partners and 
children. The survey explicitly asks for children in the household rather than own children, 
assuming that the worker most likely will have to provide for them. Over half of both male and 
female workers live with a partner and children (58% of men and 53% of women); seven in ten 
workers between 30 and 39 years and eight in ten of those between 40 and 49 years of age do as 
well, whereas only three in ten people under 30 do. One in ten women and one in twenty men, live 
with children but without partner. Almost three in ten men (29%) as well as women (27%) live 
without either a partner or children. Note that these workers do not necessarily live in a single-
person household. They may live with other relatives or non-relatives in their household. 

Graph 4 Distribution over household composition, break down by age group, gender and total 

 
Source: WageIndicator face-to-face survey Benin, 2012, weighted data (N=1996, missing 58-59) 

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

29 or
younger

30 - 39 40 - 49 50 or
older

Men Women Total

1 (single) 2 3 4 5 6 persons or more

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

29 or
younger

30 - 39 40 - 49 50 or older Men Women Total

No partner, no children Partner, no children Partner, children No partner, children



WageIndicator Data Report January 2013  Benin – Votresalaire.org/Benin  5 | P a g e  

3 Employment characteristics 

Labour force 
According to the ILO economically active population estimates and projects of 2012, Benin has an 
economically active population of just over 3.8 million people. The labour force participation rate is 
78% for men and 68% for women. Participation rates are particularly high in the age group from 
30 to 54 years, when over 90% of men and about 75% of women are in the labour market. 

Status in employment and labour contract 
The survey distinguishes registered self-employed, employees with a permanent contract or a 
fixed-term contract and workers without a contract. In the sample, one in four workers are self-
employed. Two in ten workers are employees with a permanent contract, three in ten workers have 
fixed-term contracts, whereas one in four have no contract at all. Women are less likely to be self-
employed and more likely to work without a labour contract. Older workers are more likely to have 
a permanent contract, whereas young people are more likely to work on fixed term contract or to 
have no contract at all. 

The survey included questions about entitlement and about contributions to social security. Just 
two in ten workers (21%) state that they are entitled to social security. Graph 5 shows that over 
half of the workers on permanent contracts are entitled to social security (55%), compared to 28% 
of workers on fixed term contracts, 5% of the self-employed and just 2% of workers without 
contracts. Three in ten workers contribute to social security (31%). Up to 13% of workers who are 
not entitled to social security state that they do contribute to it. 

Informal work might relate to unlimited working hours. Three in ten employees state that they 
have no agreed working hours (29%), the remaining group has agreed working hours (in writing 
36%, verbally agreed 34%). Graph 5 shows that 85% permanent workers have agreed working 
hours, as well as three in four fixed term workers, 56% of fixed term workers and 10% of self-
employed. One survey question asked if wages were received in a bank account or cash in hand 
(by bank 23%, in cash 75%, in kind or combination 2%). Workers on permanent contracts are 
most likely to receive their wages in a bank account (63%), compared to 27% of fixed term 
workers, 8% of self-employed and 3% of those without contracts. 

Graph 5 Distribution over status in employment, break down by entitlement to social security, 
contribution to social security, agreed working hours, wage in bank account and total 

 
Source: WageIndicator face-to-face survey Benin, 2012, weighted data (N=1996, missing 57-182) 
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10% are in the highest category. The graph shows that workers 29 years or younger are often 
found in informal jobs and older workers are more likely to work in formal jobs. Women work 
slightly more often in informal jobs than men. 

Graph 6 Distribution over the informality-index, breakdown by gender, age and total 

 
Source: WageIndicator face-to-face survey Benin, 2012, weighted data (N=1996, missing 47) 

Employment by educational category 
As is shown in Graph 7, just over four in ten workers had diplomas from secondary education 
(43%). Some 16% of workers followed no formal education, one in four stopped at elementary 
education and 16% followed tertiary education. Women are more likely to have no education (20% 
of women, compared to 13% of men) and less likely to have enjoyed tertiary education. Some 9% 
of workers report being overqualified for their job and another 7% consider themselves under-
qualified (not in the graph).  

Graph 7 Percentage of workers according to education, by gender and total 

 
Source: WageIndicator face-to-face survey Benin, 2012, weighted data (N=1996, missing 2) 
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Few differences are found between the self-employed and the workers on permanent contracts, but 
the employees on fixed term contracts or the workers without contracts have less experience (14 
years for the former, versus 8 and 9 years for the latter). Women have more experience than men, 
except among the workers with fixed term contracts. 

Graph 8 Distribution over years of work experience, breakdown by employment status, gender 
and total 

 
Source: WageIndicator face-to-face survey Benin, 2012, weighted data (N=1996, missing 0-42) 

The survey has a few questions about spells out of labour participation. Two in ten respondents 
(22%) have experienced such a spell, but only 4.5% have experienced a spell for one year or 
more. The spell reasons were not asked, but most likely these are due to unemployment.  

Firm size 

Graph 9 Distribution over firm size, break down by employment status, education and total 

 
Source: WageIndicator face-to-face survey Benin, 2012, weighted data (N=1996, missing 66-78) 

Over six in ten people in the sample work in an organization with 10 or fewer employees (65%), 
27% work in an organization with 11-50 employees, 5% work in businesses of 51 to 100 
employees and 3% work for businesses employing over a 100 people. Graph 9 shows that the self-
employed work almost exclusively in small firms (93%), as do those without education (95%). 
Furthermore, the less educated workers are, the more likely they are to work for small firms. Big 
firms seem to provide employment for workers with tertiary education, whereas the smaller 
businesses employ those with primary and secondary education. 
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Employment by occupational category 
Graph 10 shows that nearly six in ten workers in the sample report being employed as managers 
(57%). This group includes all business owners, including micro-enterprises. Note that our 
sampling method is likely to elicit the business owners rather than the workers to take the survey. 
Sizeable groups of respondents work in services and sales (14%) and as clerical support workers 
(9%). There are no professionals and hardly any crafts and agricultural workers in the sample. 
Women more often work as clerical or services and sales workers (13% and 20% of women, 6% 
and 8% of men), men are overrepresented among plant and machine operators (6% men, only 
0.2% women) and in crafts (2% of men, no women).  

Graph 10 Percentage interviewees according to occupational category, by gender and total 

 
Source: WageIndicator face-to-face survey Benin, 2012, weighted data (N=1996, missing 1) 

Employment by industry 
Over four in ten respondents work in trade transport and hospitality (44%) and three in ten in the 
public sector (32%); 11% work in agriculture, manufacturing and construction and 12% in 
commercial services. The biggest group of interviewees worked in the wholesale and retail trade 
(28%) and health and social work (19%), as is shown in graph 11. Women are overrepresented in 
social work, in retail and hotels and restaurants. Men are overrepresented in agriculture, mining 
and quarrying, construction, transport and finance. 

Graph 11 Percentage interviewees according to industry, by gender and total 

 
Source: WageIndicator paper survey Benin, 2012, weighted data (N=1996, missing 9) 
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