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A C K N O W L E D G M E N T S

Many texts about doing a Ph.D. emphasize surviving and keeping your
sanity. By contrast, my experience in doing research, and writing the book
you have in front of you, has been almost exclusively positive. This is mostly
due to the wonderful people I have had around me and collaborated with.
I realize that I have been lucky and have much to be grateful for. Listing
everyone’s contribution to this thesis, either directly or indirectly, would
take many pages, so I will focus on the aspects that I am most thankful for.

Foremost, I want to thank my daily supervisor Bert. You gave me many
opportunities, such as working on the NaturNet-Redime and DynaLearn
projects, teaching and supervising students, and travelling around the world
to present our work and meet colleagues. You taught me how to write,
develop usable tools, and turn project tasks into research contributions.
This thesis would not be the same without your extensive and meticulous
proofreading. Many thanks also to Joost, my promotor, for introducing me
to knowledge representation, strongly shaping my views on the field, and
accurately spotting the weaknesses in my thesis.

In our QR group at the UvA, I have had the pleasure to closely work
together with awesome colleagues. Wouter, it was a pleasure to develop
DynaLearn, and particularly the Learning Spaces, together with you. Thank
you for helping professionalise our development, refactoring the code base,
and trying to teach me formal logic. Floris, thank you for giving me a better
understanding of the Garp3 reasoning engine, the discussions on politics
and always bringing plants into our room! Sander, your skills were invalu-
able in developing DynaLearn. Pair-programming with you is a joy (as long
as I am merely navigating), and seeing you dissect tcp/ip streams was awe-
inspiring. Carsten, you came at exactly the right moment to give us some
breathing space. Without your ability to achieve results autonomously and
pro-actively solving issues, we would have been in serious trouble. Patrick,
thank you for making sure all administrative project requirements were met
and going through hundreds of bugs to check whether they were repro-
ducible. Anders, thank you for helping out with the development of the
learning spaces! We could not have done it without you. Elinor, we became
friends before we became a colleagues. It was rewarding and fun to develop
the QRM portal together. Rinke, our collaboration investigating the know-
ledge representation of QR and ontological legal reasoning gave me a much
better understanding about the issues involved with the representation of
situations and identity in OWL.

A big thanks to all my DynaLearn and NaturNet-Redime colleagues for
the enjoyable collaboration. A special thank you to the following people.
Michael, thank you for using my QR OWL export in your work and all
your efforts to keep everything running. René, thanks for designing the vir-
tual characters and creating the installers. Esther (PGna!), thank you for
all the fun during your stay in Amsterdam and our collaboration on the
semantic technology. Jorge, thank you for our collaboration on our ISWC
paper. Paulo, your warmth towards everyone is something I will always as-
pire to. Our visit to Brazil was amazing. Pedro, Isabella, Luiz, Gustavo and
Adriano, thank you for your great hospitality in Brazil! Andreas, if QR was a
church, you would be our pope! Thank you for evangelising! Richard, your
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QR models are always carefully thought out, push the limits of what is pos-
sible, and are inspiring. Yordan, thank you for showing me the relevance of
QR for policy-making. I hope we will have the chance to demonstrate this
idea in the future. David, thank you for explaining scaffolding and ZPD to
me. Yehuda, thank you for your inspiring talks about ecology. Tim, you have
taught me a lot and are always up for a beer. Thank you!

To my other fantastic fellow research group members, Mattijs, Miriam,
Victor, Henriette, Ekaterina, Sophia, Vera, Gerben, Niels, Abdallah, Wouter,
Frits, Jacobijn, Maarten, Bob, Lynda, Vanessa, Marcel, Simon, Erik, Geleyn,
Wico, Frank, Andi, Pieter, Sennay, Hamideh, Jafar, Naser, Hodjat, Mahdi,
Mahdieh, and Ozgul, thank you for all the shared lunches, AiO-uitjes, beers,
and the shared interest in our diverse types of research. A special thanks to
Saskia, who has taught me more about the workings of research groups than
anyone. Finally, Jan, you deserve much more than a simple thank you. SWI-
Prolog was invaluable in developing DynaLearn. You have taught me much
about programming, often advised on how to solve particular problems,
and immediately fixed any issues with SWI-Prolog that we encountered.
My work would have been much harder without your help.

To my friends, you deserve much more attention than I have given you
these years. I miss all of you here in Bulgaria! Jolanda, Peter and Marnelle,
you are amazing friends! What about another vacation as awesome as our
trip to Korea? Yordy, thank you for giving me an appreciation and under-
standing of typography and design (and let’s not forget comics)! Thanks for
being my friend for so long! Jasper and Daan, you have had more influence
on my intellectual development than anyone. I would not have been able to
do a Ph.D. without collaborating and learning from you during our study
years. Vika and Jasper, thank you for sharing your home and all the shared
dinners! Vincent, I am always impressed by your knowledge and always
learn much from our discussions. Caroline, our time in the sandpit is one
of the few things I remember of my early childhood. The black and white
photo of the four of us at Artis always makes me smile. I think it is my
turn to cook for you. Alex, what about another skiing and snowboarding
vacation? Jan, you have shaped me in many ways. Thank you for making
me a black belt, giving me a better understanding of violence and of course
always welcoming us in your home. Brunolf, thank you for being my friend
and training buddy in both karate and iaido all these years! Irene, thank you
for sharing your amazing love of tea, books and science! My other friends
at training, Linda, Nienke, Minouk, Mathijs, thank you for all your compan-
ionship. Ñâåòëàíà, áëàãîäàðÿ òè, ÷å ìå íàó÷è äà òàíöóâàì õîðî.

To my family, oma, Jonkie, Francien, Barbara, Frans, Aron, Julian, Daan,
Jaap, Hans, Hanneke, Joske, Eric, Amber, Liselotte, Robbert, I not nearly
see you enough. Thank you for all the shared dinners and parties. May,
thank you for your advice on the working of the EC. Joop, I have considered
you part of our family since I could say schroev-en-draaier. Thank you for
teaching me so much DIY and science. To my parents, Jeanne and Bing,
everything that is good in me begins with you. Thank you for everything!
To my brother Sander, it was fun to see you change into a beta. I am proud
of you! Thank you for being my brother. Toni, it is awesome to have another
brother! Ëàðèñà è Âàëåíòèí, áëàãîäàðÿ âè, ÷å ìå ïðèåõòå êàòî ñâîå ñîá-

ñòâåío äåòå. Îáè÷àì âè ìíîãî. To my beautiful wife Petya. Nothing makes
me happier than knowing I will spend the rest of my life with you. Thank
you for all your love and support! I love you more than anything.


