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Warnings: The following texts were NOT written in English mode, and may contain
lots grammatical errors or typos...

Time flies, four years has passed through fingers like a click. It has been tough
four years, but at the same time fruitful. It’s never been an easy task to obtain a
PhD degree (especially in a complete foreign country), and I am happy that I have
achieved the goal (well$ almost). Coming to live in Amsterdam is a whole new expe-
rience to my life. Having to say that I lived in the US for eight years, I thought I had
understood much about the western culture, the truth is, Europe (or more precisely,
Amsterdam) is no where close to my previous naive understanding. I had experien-
ced a huge cultural shock, and it took me four years to finally feel "not so shock".

Some Dutch friends often said that I only have negative views about Amsterdam,
especially I complained about the weather and the rudeness of people a lot (guess I
am not the only foreigner who does so haha =>.<=). Well, that is not true, and here
I am going to mention something good about this city. I like the biking culture and
the well designed bike tracks in the city, it’s very environmentally friendly, and also
a good way for exercising my body after long work hours. I like how we can see
birdies, duckies, bunnies and little unknown animals running or flying around. It’s
wonderful to see how wild living things and human can co-exist peacefully in a city
(though I always need to watch out the poo-poo bombs from sky). I like how Dutch
society handling the street cats/dogs issue, building animal shelters for them, treating
them with respects. This is wonderful, and certainly something what my country
needs to work on. So, it’s not always that negative. =-.-=

To be able to carry on and walk to this step, I need to thank many people. I hope
I remember to mention everyone, but please forgive me if I miss someone (memory
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I like to thank my promotor Michiel and supervisor Rudy for granting me this oppor-
tunity to work in API and their guidances . Many thanks to all APIs and former APIs,
especially to Dave (Russell), Ale and Caroline, for their support on my research and
thesis defense, to Peter P, Gijs (Mulders) and Samia for their helps and suggestions
on thesis/graduation preparations and the Dutch translation, to female sta!, Lide,
Minou, Milena and Susan for helping with all these complicated bureaucracy stu!,
ordering tickets and listening to my complains about men. Special thanks to Joop for
believing in that I am capable of doing science and finishing this thesis, and several
enlightened conversations.
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in this thesis.
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the movings, to James Wicker for reading several chapters of this thesis and provi-
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economy, and the dark side of the academia. And, thanks to people that I should
thank, but forget to mention here (forgive me$$$).
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Yi-Jung =-.-=
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“By endurance we conquer.”

– Shackleton


