UvA-DARE (Digital Academic Repository)

Start making sense: Compensatory responses to control- and meaning threats
Rutjens, B.T.
Publication date
2012

Link to publication
Citation for published version (APA):
Rutjens, B. T. (2012). Start making sense: Compensatory responses to control- and meaning
threats.

General rights
It is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the author(s)
and/or copyright holder(s), other than for strictly personal, individual use, unless the work is under an open
content license (like Creative Commons).
Disclaimer/Complaints regulations
If you believe that digital publication of certain material infringes any of your rights or (privacy) interests, please
let the Library know, stating your reasons. In case of a legitimate complaint, the Library will make the material
inaccessible and/or remove it from the website. Please Ask the Library: https://uba.uva.nl/en/contact, or a letter
to: Library of the University of Amsterdam, Secretariat, Singel 425, 1012 WP Amsterdam, The Netherlands. You
will be contacted as soon as possible.

UvA-DARE is a service provided by the library of the University of Amsterdam (https://dare.uva.nl)
Download date:21 May 2022

Contents
Introduction and overview

7

Part I: The effects of control-threat on scientific and religious
belief systems

33

Chapter 1: Deus or Darwin: Randomness and belief in theories about the
origin of life

35

Chapter 2: Steps, stages, and structure: Finding compensatory order in
scientific theories

45

Part II: The effects of control-threat on belief in progress………
………………..
Chapter 3: Yes we can: Belief in progress as compensatory control………
…….
Chapter 4: Questioning scientific progress fosters sustainable behavior

57

Part III: The effects of existential threat on belief in progress
………
Chapter 5: Things will get better: Belief in progress as an existential
anxiety-buffer

59
79
95
97

Chapter 6: On cannibals and cutlery: Belief in moral versus technological
progress as a shield against existential threat

119

General Discussion

141

References

161

Summary

185

Samenvatting

193

