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The Creator looked down on Anansi and his family, and said: “Anansi, 

thank you for finding my ball of light. For your services, I will take the 

ball of light and place it here in the sky for all time. It will rise when the 

Sun sets and set when the Sun rises. However, it will not always be here. 

Some nights you will see it and some you will not. On those nights when it 

is not here, you will know that it will soon come again. 

Remember, no matter how dark it gets, the light will surely come. 

And that, my friends, is how the moon came to be put in the sky.

Anansi is an African folktale character. He often takes the shape of a spider 

and is considered to be the spirit of all knowledge of stories. He is also one of 

the most important characters of West African and Caribbean folklore.

Adapted from: Anansi and How the Moon Got Put in the Sky, as told by Kwe-

si Soti Mtundu (a.k.a. Craig C. Brookins), Am J Community Psychol. 2003
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