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Map I. Colombia Political 
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Map II. Chemical Precursor 
Products to Colombia 
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Map I I I . Coca Production, Laboratories 
and Import-Export Routes 
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Map IV. Regional Centres of 
Cocaine Entrepreneurs 

A. Atlantic Focus. 

B. Antioquian Focus. 

C. Central Focus. 

D. East Focus. 

E. Valluno Focus. 

F. Northern Cauca 
Valley Focus. 

CARIBBEAN SEA 

JAIIRAS 

VENEZUELA 

• Bucûromanga ~ "Mi r i i i i . ^ g 

Bo«nov«ntur?pF VALLE i 

V * ! - * •BOGOTA * , * -**** 

/•- s 

I BRASIL 



u 

c 
in 

c o\ 
o o\ 
4- * -H 

u 3 ü 
T3 oo o CIS 

t - »—1 

a. w a 
E ja 
O £ 
O o 
o o 

•o 
c 
a 

"O 
c 
a 

a 
o o 
o > O i s 

o 
M 

CÛ 

ft) 3 

a ft) 
a. 

a 

« O 

X 

«o 
o 
CO 

o 
0 0 

O 
m 
C\J 

r o 
r o 

ro 
O 
r o 5 

O J 

o 
r o 
O 

o 
4 3 

O 
r o 
v u 

O J 
O N 

O N 

ON 
CO 
r o 
L D 

o 
co 
L D 

O J 

ß 
o 
o 

LT) 

O 

c o L D *" 
N 

O o 
O J 

O N 

O J 

r o 
ON 
O J 

CO 
ON 
O J 

O 
r o 

CO 
r o 

r o 
r o 

C M 
S 
O J 

CJN 
CM 

O 

r o 

a 
l a 
E 

_o 
o 

I J 

X 

CO 

O 

O 
ON 

O 

O 
ON 

i n 

N - " 
CO 

O J 

co" 
^r 
CM 

O J 

O J 
O J 

O J 

co' o 
CO 

i n 

L D 

O J 

O J " 

L D 

O J 

L D 

^1 

L D 

O J " 

N 

CD 

O N " 

L D 

O J 

C M 
L D 

L D 

r o 
O 

L D 
r o 
^3 -

L D " 

^3-

a 
l a 
E 

_o 
o 

a 
o 

CS 

O N 

ru 
CO N 

Os 0 0 * 

L D 

O N " 

O J O J 

ON 
^ o 

q O 

O N ' 

00 

O J " 

O J 

r o 
a 

l a 
E 

_o 
o 

o 

O J r o o 2; ^ O J o* 
O J O J r o 

O J 
r o 

o 
r o 

O 
r o 

O J 

ro r o ^ 

o *> 
o 

GO 

i j c 
X 

co 
o 

co 
i n 

o 
i n 

L D 

r o 

t n 

L D " 
s O 

co^ 
o 
ON 

O 
O N 

i n 

0 N 

L D 

ON 

OO 

r o 

O 

c o 

*•* 
O 

o" 
CO 

O 

s 
oo 

r o 
O N 

o *> 
o 

GO 
o 
o 
o 

t n 

o" 
in 

m 
in 

°4. 
C M " 

i n 

co C M 

s O 

ro 
r o 
r o 

CO 

r o 
ro 

CM_ 

r*-T 
C M CM 

C M 

N O * 

CM 
in 
O J 

r o 
CM 

co 
O J 

o" 
ro 

o* 
r o 

^3" 

C M 
o *> 
o 

GO 

o 

o 

m 
L D 

o o O < * co 
-O 

r o 
i n N 

ON CO CO 
S 

0 0 O 
0 0 CO 

O 
ON 

L D 
0 0 

3 

I J 

X 

0 0 
r o r o 

co 
- o " 

r o 

i n - O O J 

L D " 

-JD 

O 

O J 

o" 
CO 

o j 

O 

r o 

L D 

O 
r o 

in 
r o r o 

o 
L D 
r o 

O N 

- O 

O J 

CO 

ON 
O J 

i n 

r o 

3 

a 
o 

C\J O 

O 

i n 

•JD 

S 
I D 
L D 

ON 
L D 

f - * 
L D 

s D 

L D 
- O 

O J 

•J3 

^3" 

CNJ 

*3 " 

^3" 
s O 

ro 
S 
in L D 

O N 

L D 3 

o 

o 
m 

O 
i n 

O 
ON 

L D 
O N 

O 
O J er 

co 
co 

-o 
co ON 

r o 
0 J 
O J 

^3" 
O J 
0 J 

L D 
L D •̂3" 

CO 

o 

> 
c 
cc 0 0 

O J 
CO 

r o 
CO 
O N 

co 
L D 
CO 
rr. 

s O 
co 
ON 

CO 
O 

CC 
CC 

er 
co 
CT 

O 

er 
O N 

O N 

O J 
ON 
O -

r o 
Cr 
cr 

^3" 
o-
a-

L D 
ON 
O 

s ^ . 5 
J n N 
S "g 2 
o 

.2 g ïn 

e ° o 
w ° — c w ° O •- 00 
1 ig' 
t R y 

A S-o 
CD 

y « a 
ro 
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Appendix 255 

Table X I . Cocaine Seized in the Netherlands 
1987-1998 and Relevant Cases 1989-1997 

1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 
406 517 1425 4288 2492 3433 3720 8200 4851 9222 11489 11452 

Year Description 

1989 April, 100 kg in Rotterdam, tanker ship ElPionero from Colombia, no arrests. 

December, 330 kg in Rotterdam, tanker ship EWL Paramaribo. Three men and one woman arrested 
(all Dutch). Later a Surinamese military official involved. 

December, 244 kg in Rotterdam. W.S. sentenced in April 1991 to 12 year. 

1990 February, 2,658 kg in IJmuiden in a f ru i t ship. Operation Holle Vaten. Line Colombia-Amsterdam 
since 1988 (4 or 5 successful operations). Passion f ru i t exported by Srajales and received by 
Dutch people in Haarlem (Lida and former kick-boxing trainer). Colombian Pepe at the top but 
escaped. Money was sent by cheques from Thomas Cook. Three Dutchmen and five Colombians 
arrested, including R.S. Londono (engineer), O.F. Rivera and H.A. Ospina. Londono was sentenced to 
16 year in 1991 and in January 1992 escaped from Sittard. His brother in law (Rivera) escaped in 
1991 from Arnhem-Zuid. 

April, 140 kg in a warehouse in Amsterdam Westhaven. The load was hidden in 30 tons of cacao 
beans, moved f i rs t from Colombia to Suriname, and from Paramaribo shipped in the Kingston of 
Nedlloyd. The police was tipped and waited until unloading. Six people were arrested'. The 33 year 
old Dutch owner of the transport company, his girlfriend, two other men from Amsterdam and 
two Colombians. They were 27 and 41 year old and stayed since one week in a hotel in Amsterdam. 
The older Colombian was a lawyer, carried ƒ 150,000, and was the main suspect. 

June, 87 kg in Schiphol. Connected with the case of 244 kg in Rotterdam. Five arrests (one 
customs off icer) plus a military official from Suriname, and a German later extradited to the 
Netherlands. 
October, 41.5 kg in Rotterdam from Curaçao. Two people arrested, later released. 

21 kg in Vlissingen in the Colombian banana ship Swan River, several times involved in cocaine 

transportation via Belgium. 

1991 January, 105 kg in a container in The Hague (December) and 60 kg in Rotterdam in containers with 
plastic from a ship from Colombia to Rotterdam via Portugal. Two people arrested', a 49 year old 
Dutch engineer from Delft who ran La Malinche Import-Export Bv and used its bank account to 
launder money, and a 44 year old former chauffeur from the Mexican Embassy in The Hague. 
They received 9 and 5 year. Police could not investigate the role of the Embassy, but it is clear 
that at least two top officials were involved (f i rst secretary later transferred). Two Colombians 
also involved as organisers, but could not be detained. 

February, 650 kg in Oudenhoorn, smuggled from Trinidad to Rotterdam in asphalt barrels. Public 
prosecutor asked between 4 and 10 year for five suspects, and in February 1994 a court from The 
Hague sentenced Jesse J. to 10 year. Bettien M. also involved.  

May, 357 kg in Rotterdam on Danish ship Elisabeth Boye, coming from Suriname. Five persons 
detained after delivering in Breda. Four (three brothers) sentenced to 18 months for cocaine 
unloading. Later in 1995, main suspect with excellent contacts with Surinamese military asked 16 
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Year Description 
year. No direct Colombian involvement. 
May, 120 kg on the ship EWL Paramaribo. 100 kg more in a taxi, by two men coming from the ship. 
Other 150 kg found in two houses. Dutch court sentenced a man from Togo to 10 year and one 
from Suriname to 8 year, for the smuggling of 286 kg.  
July, 92 kg under the keel of a Colombian ship, and 2 kg more by people on board. One Colombian 

arrested. 
October, 46 kg in Paris by six Dutch people, four young couriers and two receivers. Later 70 
people detained in 5 places (French Guyana, Curaçao, Paris, Brussels and the Netherlands), from 
which 55 young, native blond couriers. Two lines: Antilles-Brussels-Amsterdam and Suriname-
French Guyana-Paris-Amsterdam. 40 year old fA.A. organisator sentenced to 9 year in the 
Netherlands, his daughter to 3 year. Still two suspects free in Suriname.  

1992 January, 845 kg in a warehouse in the Harlemmermeer. 

1993 

November, 1,100 kg hidden in a vehicle and in oil barrels in a warehouse at Amsterdam Westhaven. 
Five Colombians and four Dutchmen detained in Amsterdam, Aalsmeer, Abcoude, The Hague, 
Hoofddorp and Dordrecht. Big operation including other seizures: 1,100 kg marihuana in a 
warehouse of Hardinxveld-Giessendam, money and nine cars. Report Lucrativo from the CRI: 
Money laundering via the own butch Change Office Enigma BV, which changed 28 million guilders. 
Two Dutch brothers organised the money laundering and were involved, next to an old Irish 
criminal and a Dutch, in an import operation in 1991 of 1,500 kg from the Antilles to Europe. Also, 
Thomas Cook and Holland Casino were used. Money transferred to England and then to other 
places. In April 1993, the public prosecutor asks 15, 8 and 5 year for 4 Colombians. One. of them 
already had escaped in the beginning of 1993 from Sittard. 36 year old Francisco &. is the main 
suspect, and 45 year old Horacio N. is an economist, director of a radio and sub-director of a 
hospital in Colombia, also founder of a psychiatric institution for drug addicts. In June 1996, 
Irishman M.G. asks Dutch Justice to have back 126.7 kg gold seized in a Porsche in 1992. 

April, 350 kg in Colombian ship in Rotterdam. No detentions. 

April, 200 kg in Amsterdam. 

April, 13 kg in Rotterdam. One Dutch woman from Amsterdam and three Brazilians detained. 

Smuggled in the f ru i t ship Ana Luisa. One of the suspects came with the ship. The other two came 

earlier to organise the import and stash. 
April, 120 kg in Amsterdam harbour between dry bananas. Nineteen men and eleven women 
detained (27 Colombians and 3 Dutch) mainly in The Hague, connected with a large coca front 
store. Operation in 15 places: one in Rotterdam, seven in The Hague and seven in Amsterdam. 
Seizure of cars, a complete administration with computers and ƒ 160,000 in an investigation that 
started in September 1992. Three Colombian, well-off entrepreneurs (28 year old F.R.M., his 
brother C.R.M. and 29 year old L.S.Z.) were organising the illegal business for two year, renting 
and buying properties. In July 1993, a court from The Hague sentenced them to 12, 10 and 8 year. 
The Colombian exporter was known but could not be detained. 

May, few kilos in Amsterdam's bar and three Colombians detained. 

June, 175 kg in a warehouse in Zaanstad. Five containers with false coal blocks from a group of 
100 containers from Antwerp shipped from Venezuela in June. Operation with the Belgium police, 
with two Dutchmen detained and a total amount of 2,200 kg, mainly in Belgium. Two Dutchmen 
detained in Zandaam and Harlemmermeer. 
July, 490 kg in a l i t t le boat in Texel. Two Americans detained, later convicted to 8 and 6 year. 

The coke was bought in Venezuela and smuggled to Texel in a sailboat. 
September, 18 coke-dealers detained, almost all Antilleans, in connection with a coca-line from 

Curaçao. 



Appendix 257 

Year Description 
September, Operation Golfslag, Nine men and two women detained in Amsterdam. 

800 kg in a warehouse north of Rotterdam, hidden in iron blocks. International group moving large 
quantities from Venezuela to England, the Netherlands and Sreece. Seven people detained: Three 
Colombians, two Surinamese and two Greeks. In Blackpool (England) 900 kg more and four 
Englishmen and one Colombian detained. Own import-export front store in England and Sreece: 
Co/da Inc., exporting iron and aluminium from Colombia to Europe and the US.  

120 kg in a container in Rotterdam. Customs officials noted overweight, but as it was handled by a 
bona fide f i rm. They let it through to capture the importers. Two Colombians living in the 
Netherlands, both with two helpers, were finally detained next to the load in Betuwe and Brabant. 

1994 January, 15 kg on a Colombian f ru i t ship in Amsterdam Westhaven. Customs officer killed by 
Dutch J.B. who was involved in the earlier kidnapping of Heineken. Typical case of Dutch penose 
moving into cocaine import. Dutch customs had a tip from the DEA. J.B. was asked life sentence in 
December 1994. 
Early in the year, 70 kg with seven detentions. 

March, 15 kg in a fish ship from Suriname in Vlissingen. Two Rotterdamers detained. 

March, 3000 kg in Zeewolde (record) on a ship from Venezuela. Fourteen Dutchmen detained, all 
released two days later. Probably from Suriname.  

March, the Colombian police seized 1753 tons of chemicals, mostly MEK, from the f i rm Holanda 
Colombia (Operation Volatile). I t was an affi l iated company of Holland Chemical International. 

April, 9 kg in fish containers in a warehouse in Vlissingen. Two women detained. 

June, 862 kg in Amsterdam Westhaven. One person detained and two others escaped. 

June, three people detained in relation with a coke-line between Groningen and Brazil. A bar was 
closed down. 
July, 150 kg in Vlissingen from Suriname. Eight people detained. 

August, Dutch f i rm Mariship from Delfzijl is the owner of the Zivanet, a ship discovered in the 
Spanish coast with 1,100 kg from Venezuela. Next to three Dutchmen, there were one Colombian 
(main suspect), three Polish and six Spanish detained.  

September, 10 kg and four people captured. In December 1995, a 22 year old customs officer was 
sentenced to 4 year and 6 months for allowing the shipment to pass through.  

October, 550 kg in Amsterdam, hidden in f ru i t juice from Colombia. The new IRT Team detained 
seventeen people, mainly linked with a distribution network via Surinamese Toko's (shops). The 
Surinamese-Dutch importer had an import-export firma in Amsterdam. 

October, 250 kg in Amsterdam. 

November, 15 kg in Schiphol in the baggage of a 72 year old man from Curaçao. Another person 

detained. 
November, 519 kg in Breda. The coke arrived to Hoek van the Netherlands from Curaçao via 
England, hidden in lamb meat. Inf i l t rat ion by the setting up of coca-firm in co-operation with 
British police. Amongst three Surinamese detained: 43 year old I.S. who worked between 1974 
and 1981 for Narcotics Police in Suriname, later sentenced to 14 year. In May 1996, sentence 
reduced to 9 year because the import of 250 kg by the CoPa Team in 1993 was covered during the 
trial. The case was discussed during the Van Traa hearings. I.S. received the coke from 
Colombians. 

December, 1,161 kg in Amsterdam, hidden in f ru i t barrels in a ship from Colombia via Spain. 
Twenty-four detentions by police from The Hague (Colombians, Bolivians, Surinamese and 
Dutchmen between 18 and 46 year old). Main suspect is A.C., 26 year old Colombian, considered 
"the leader of the Dutch section of the Cali Cartel", later sentenced to 14 year. He was in the 
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Year 

1995 

Description 

Netherlands since 1992 and was accused for the import of 12 tons of marihuana and smaller 
cocaine quantities. Amongst those captured there were also the daughter and the son in law of 
the Minister of Social Affairs of Suriname. Defence based on illegal methods used by the police 
(Langendoen and Van Putten) was finally successful: in January 1997 Colombian &.B. and Dutch J.H. 
were released due to police illegal methods after staying in prison for three year. They also got 
financial compensation.  

January, 435 kg in Rotterdam Haven hidden in a calcium carbonate load in a ship from Colombia. 
Customs and the FIOD detained three people during the unloading and seized two weapons in a 
searching.  

February, 35 kg of cocaine base in a container in Apeldoorn, from a ship via Antwerp coming from 
Colombia and hidden in ceramic and rolling-chairs. Discovered by customs, FIOD and the 
Amsterdam Police using tips and infi ltrators. Thirteen detentions from which nine Dutchmen, one 
Colombian and one Venezuelan. Police methods were later under discussion during tr ial. Connected 
with the Octopus organisation (Johan V.), linked with the killing of Bruinsma in 1991.  

February, 60 kg in Rotterdam port within sport bags. Five people detained: four Chileans and one 
Dutchman. 

February, 26 kg in Bratislava Airport smuggled by a 32 year old Dutch from Venezuela hidden in 
porcelains. Sentenced to 8 year and 6 months in 1996.  

March, 660 kg in the port of Capuaba (Brazil). The load was hidden amongst spices and was to be 
shipped to the Netherlands. A Dutchman living in Brazil, with contacts with Colombian exporters, 
was arrested 

March, a cocaine laboratory (kitchen) discovered in the Schilderwijk (The Hague). Three people 
between 32 and 34 year old arrested.  

May, 18 kg in Schiphol. Smuggled in fresh vegetables from Suriname. 

May, 95 kg in a house in Amsterdam, where police found a large arsenal of weapons and 
ammunition. Two Dutchmen detained, one owning a coffee-shop.  

May, 3,5 kg in Schiphol. Line Aruba-Curaçao-the Netherlands run by a 33 year old man from 
Kerkrade, using more than eight small couriers. No relation with Colombia.  

June, 156 kg in a container in Rotterdam coming from Colombia, hidden in sport bags. Possible 
involvement of a well-known harbour's f i rm. 

July, 100 kg in Amsterdam harbour found by the FIOD in a container of a f ru i t ship from 
Colombia with Poland as final destination. 

July, 180 kg in Rotterdam in sport bags, similar and connected with the case of 156 kg in June. 

July, 45 kg in Schiphol hidden between 1,200 trekking shoes from Ecuador. Discovered in a 
routine control. A 35 year old Amsterdamer detained when collecting the shoes.  

August, 32 year old Colombian woman died in a fl ight between Caracas and Amsterdam, carrying 
110 grams in a plastic ball in her vagina. Police claims that this case is the f i rs t one in its sort. 

August, 134 kg in Amsterdam port, in a container with cookies from Colombia. Discovered by 
customs officials in a routine control, with no people detained.  

August, 86 post packages containing between 100 grams and 5 kg, mostly by plane, were 
intercepted with X-rays and sniffing-dogs, and destroyed.  

August, 188 kg in a Dutch boat in the Azores Islands. Three men and one woman arrested, from 
which two Dutchmen. 

August, 24 Colombians arrested at El Dorado Airport (Bogota) when trying to smuggle cocaine in 
30 suitcases to Sint Maarten (the Netherlands Antilles).  

August, Dutchman from Oss linked with a large network of amphetamine producers is arrested, 
also involved in cocaine import from South America.  
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Year Description 
September, two Dutchmen working for KLM in Schiphol (baggage) are charged for cocaine 
transport. Marechaussee controlled the network since 1994 and seized 700 kg since research 
began. The group had people at airports in Colombia, Venezuela, Panama, Aruba and Curaçao. 
Deliveries made in bags and suitcases, between 14 and 21 kg each time. One man was released soon 
after and the other one, a 42-year-old Amsterdamer, was sentenced to 8 year in 1996. 

October, 14 kg in Schiphol smuggled by a Colombian family with three children. 

October, 1,000 kg in containers in Schaardijk, Rotterdam East, coming from Ecuador hidden in 
deep-frozen shrimps {Iglo case). Although nine men and one woman were arrested, a couple (main 
suspects) came back to Curaçao. 'Controlled delivery' used by the police in this and earlier 
connected cases (cocaine in pepper), provoking a scandal. In 1996, there was a car bomb attack in 
Krimpel aar, de Ijssel on the wife of one of the suspects. In May 1996, a lawyer from Schoonhoven 
was suspected to have laundered money by buying art works and properties in the Antilles, and set 
up import front stores.  

November, 27 kg in Amsterdam port in a container ship from Colombia. During a routine control: 
seven people were arrested. A man from Amsterdam had 16 kg on his clothes, the rest was found 
on board. 

December, 360 kg in ship from Colombia and 19 people detained. German-Dutch police co
operation from mid 1994, using infi l trators, front-stores and 'controlled deliveries'. 9.2 tons of 
marihuana were allowed to pass in September 1994, and 21 tons marihuana were later seized in 
Hamburg. Public prosecutor asked high sentences for six Colombians, but only five (Kike Sroup) 
were convicted to shorter sentences: Kike and Angelica to 8 year for organising import and the 
other three to between 8 months and 4 year. The court found police methods (before and during 
Van Traa hearings) unacceptable and dismissed many evidence. They all went in appeal and were 
released in October 1997. 

December, seventeen people arrested in Amsterdam Westhaven for the smuggling and stealing of 
an earlier captured container with 15 ton marihuana from Colombia. Two former workers of the 
CTA (Combined Terminals Amsterdam) involved, in total having imported 800 kg coke and 70 tons 
marihuana. 

1996 January, 325 kg in St. Maarten seized by Dutch and American Coast Watch. Shipment was 
directed to the US hidden in plastic and jute bags.  

January, cocaine line Curaçao-Schiphol dismantled. Af ter a shooting, two men from Zaandam and 
Amsterdam were arrested, both working at the airport. Other five also arrested: a man with US$ 
800,000 in a suitcase, going to Curaçao, two in the Netherlands and two in Curaçao.  

January, 26 kg in Amsterdam harbour in a tanker from Colombia, discovered by customs officials 

and the FIOD.  
February, increasing number of Dutch couriers - especially young native female - are detained in 
Moscow Airport with quantities around 5 kilos, some flying Panama, Cuba or Colombia-Warsaw-
West Europe. High sentences, later drastically reduced in appeal and by presidential decree (in 
1997).  
February, 142 kg of cocaine in solution in Schiphol. Discovered by customs officials, hidden in 
plastic bags between 5,000 tropical fishes coming from Colombia. Two 24 and 25 year old 
Amsterdamers arrested and later sentenced to 4 and 8 year. 

March, 50 kg in Schiphol. A woman from Suriname was arrested and later sentenced to 6 year. 

She accused Brunswijk (Surinamese Jungle Commando leader) as the main organiser. He sat next 

to her during the flight. 
March, 10 kg in Madrid (Barajas) by a Dutchman. I t was a stopover from Suatemala to Brussels. 

April, 6 kg in Copenhagen airport smuggled by a Dutch couple from Sao Paulo to Amsterdam. 
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Year \ Description 

Increased use of Danish airports. Also a Dutch 19 year old woman with 5 kg detained in Zaventem 
(Brussels) doing Sao Paulo-Amsterdam,  
April, around 12 kg in Zaventem airport (Belgium) smuggled by three Dutchwomen, two young and 
one 60 year old, from Aruba. The operation was organised by two Dutchmen from Enschede and 
Rotterdam, and a woman from Groningen who recruited and paid the couriers. The group was 
active since 1994. 
April, 1,200 kg in Suriname (record) transported in a small plane from Colombia. Twelve 
Surinamese and four Colombians, including the pilot, arrested. The police was tipped off. Later six 
more detentions amongst inhabitants of the small indian village Casipora and one million dollar in 
cash found buried. 
April, 10 kg in Schiphol hidden in whisky bottles and suitcases and smuggled by four South 
American couriers. Two other couriers with 3 kg in a laptop computer, which resulted in further 
searching in Zaandam and Amsterdam. A network smuggling cocaine from Colombia was hit with 
ten arrests in Amsterdam and one in France. Four Syrian brothers, all illegal residents, were the 
organisers and had properties in the Netherlands and France 

April, 85 kg on board of a ship in the Bay of Biscay in its way to the Netherlands. Two Croat crew 
members were arrested in Umuiden and later sentenced to 5 year for drug smuggling. The 
captain and other crew members asked for police intervention when discovered the cocaine load 
on board. 
May, 52 kg in Umuiden hidden inside the engine room of a coal ship with Panamanian flag coming 

from Colombia. Discovered by customs officials and the FIOD. 
May, 442 kg in the Amsterdam port in a container from Colombia with other 30 ton marihuana. 

The container remained untouched since January in a transport and shipping company in 

Rotterdam. A 42 year old Dutch, informant of the CID and organiser of the import operation, 

received 6 year 
May, alarm for the increase of ball swallowing couriers (body packers). Forty-five arrested in 
Schiphol during the f i rs t five months of 1996, and three dead during the fl ight. In 1994 there 
were only 17, and in 1995 some 87 cases. There were many Surinamese women amongst them. 
June, 800 kg in Saint Barthélémy (French Antilles). Three Dominicans arrested, all based in Sint 
Maarten (the Netherlands Antilles). 

June, a 31 year old man died in the fl ight between Paramaribo and Amsterdam carrying cocaine 

balls in his stomach. 
July, 87 kg in a boat in Vlissingen, in a container with frozen cassava coming from Suriname. The 

owner of the receiver company was arrested 
July, five ex-military members from Seedorf were sentenced for import and distribution of drugs 

(also cocaine) in small quantities 
July, two Surinamese working as civil servants in the Haarlem and Amsterdam courts were 

arrested, accused of organising cocaine import to the Netherlands 
July, 1,000 kg in Umuiden in the sail ship Odimirense coming from Brazil. Eighteen people were 
arrested: Dutchmen, Colombians and Antilleans. By further search by the 'Prisma-team', some 
weapons, money and 145 kg more were found. The police began investigations a year before. The 

sailboat stopped in Trinidad. . 
July, 4 kg in Schiphol distributed in seven - four men and three women - body packers coming 

from Paramaribo. All had only the Dutch nationality. The number of boleros seems to double in 

1996: more than 100 in the f i rs t six months. ]  

July, around 8 kg in Tilburg by post from Curaçao. Customs officials had a tip from the courier 
company: two Dutchmen from Eindhoven arrested, who were paid to receive the sending. 
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Year | Description 
September, 6 kg at Barajas airport (Spain) smuggled by a 55 year old Dutchman. The flight was 
Panama-Brussels with a stop in Madrid. Six other Spaniards with 5 to 11 kg each were also 
arrested. 

October, 317 kg in Sassenheim, in the house of a British citizen, one of the Top-3 most wanted in 
Britain. Also weapons, money and all sorts of illegal drugs. In June 1997 sentenced in The Hague 
to 12 year.  

November, 108 kg in Amsterdam seized by customs during a control in the harbour, hidden inside 
furniture. The shipment was coming from Ecuador. Six detentions, money and weapons seized. 
Later, only one Amsterdamer sentenced to 7 year. The man had worked in Streetcornerwork. 

December, 300 kg in Hazeldonk (A16 border) in a container truck (TIR) hidden within carpet rolls. 
Truck belonged to a West Brabant transport company. The chauffeur was arrested. 

1997 January, 140 kg in Drenthe and Friesland. Dutch distribution network destroyed. 

January, 558 kg in a motor boat north of Aruba and Bonaire. Antillean-Aruban Coast Watch with 
Dutch infrastructure support. Five people arrested.  

January, three Dutch employees from Mercedes Benz use MB headquarters in Utrecht and 
internal post to smuggle small quantities (kg) from Suriname to the Netherlands. 

January, 500 kg of cocaine base in a farm in Haarzuilens. Police was looking for hemp. Two 
Dutchmen and two South Americans arrested, and infrastructure, weapons and marihuana seized. 

January, three Dutchmen and one Venezuelan arrested from a major import group dealing with 
Colombians and Italians. Extensive IRT research. They were responsible for some operations in 
1996: 26 kg in a container in Amsterdam, 38 kg in a boat in Ireland, and 83 kg in Antwerp and 
Zeebrugge, all discovered. Police intervened before expected to avoid more violence - a kidnapping 
had already taken place. 

February, 170 boleros arrested in Schiphol in 1996. 

February, 2 kg under the clothes of a 51 year old Dutch Catholic priest in the Caracas airport, 
smuggling the cocaine from Suriname to Schiphol. Rotterdam's church sent ƒ60,000 to help him. 
Later released for procedural mistakes 
February, 200 kg in a container with sport bags and coffee in a ship from Colombia. The police was 

tipped from Colombia. Seventeen weapons were also found in the container, and three people were 

arrested. 
February, 3 kg in Amsterdam by post from Curaçao, detected by customs. Later, four people from 

Zwolle and one 'foreigner' arrested 
March, 35 kg by post from Venezuela to The Hague. The receiver, a shop owner, did not know 

anything about the package and delivered it to the police. 
April, 10 kg in the Lima airport by three Chileans and a 72 year old Spaniard in a KLM flight to 

Amsterdam. 
April, 1,236 kg in Hansweert (Zeeland) in the Antillean ship Fogo Isle from Curaçao. Police found it 
during a routine control. Six people detained', three Filipinos, one Canadian, one Antillean and one 
very wealthy Dutchman who was living in Zeeland with a couple of boats from the Fogo Isle. 

May, 115 kg and ƒ 800,000 in the Rhein-Main airport by two Dutch persons coming from Ecuador 

and going to Amsterdam. 
May, 10 kg in Schiphol, during a routine control, in the bag of a 27 year old KLM stewardess from 
Amsterdam, coming from Paramaribo. Later sentenced to 4 year. 
June, 400 kg in Zaandam, in a small bus hidden in boxes with oranges. Three people arrested. 

June, more than 1,000 kg in Hoorn in a container with oranges coming from Belgium. The police 

from Zaanstreek-Waterland had a tip from the Belgian police. Case connected with the 400 kg in 
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Year | Description 
Zaandam. 
July, 2 kg in an Indonesian airport smuggled by a Dutchwoman. There were 8 Dutch couriers 

mprisoned in Indonesia. 
August, 68 kg in the Rotterdam port. A Croat sailor was arrested. 

September, 486 kg in Stellendam in a yacht during a routine control. Four people arrested. 

September, 57 year old Colombian Angelo Ospina tried to be rescued from the Geerhorst prison 
in Sittard. Old Dutch fellow prisoner approached the place by helicopter, but he crashed down. 
Ospina got 9 year for the IJmuiden case in 1990, with two other Colombians that already escaped 
in 1991 and 1992. Ospina also escaped in 1993 from the Schie (Rotterdam) but he was recaptured 
immediately after 
October, cocaine import organisation dismantled in Arnhem and 10 people arrested. At least 250 

kg imported to the Netherlands, the UK and especially Belgium. Many seizures during long 

investigation 
November, 130 people arrested by the Amsterdam police in the Operation Tango, against 6 'large' 

cocaine and heroin import-export organisations: Turkish, Dutch, Syrian-Lebanese and Colombian 

groups. 
November, 50 kg in Bolsward in a bona fide f i rm coming from Colombia hidden within carpet rolls. 
Frisian police and FIOD from Rotterdam did not make any arrest. Dutch-Antillean Zwarte Cobra 
later detained in Fuengirola (Spain) to be extradited to the Netherlands. A 27 year old Yugoslav 
sentenced to 9 year in 1998 as main suspect. He was going to kill Zwarte Cobra and his son. Also 
other marihuana shipments from the Netherlands to England 

November, eight Dutchmen prosecuted for cocaine import. Main suspect was a 45 year old ex-
policeman from the Rotterdam drug brigade. Two others were an zx-Maracheussee and an ex-
prison guard. Cocaine was imported from Colombia in banana shipments and by couriers with 
cocaine base solved within their clothes. 
December, 45 year old Colombian A. Quiceno Botero (alias Lucho Palmira) was arrested in Curaçao 
by the Dutch police and sent to the Netherlands. Although denied by Colombian authorities, 
indicated as a 'top' man from Cali, heavily wanted in the US, with a strong line in Europe. Involved 
in three sendings to the Netherlands in 1991 and 1992, all seized. Public Prosecutor asked for 8 
year in September 1998. 

Source: For cocaine seized in the Netherlands: Bijkerk and Grapendaal (1999). For cocaine cases: 
De Volkskrant, NRC Handelsblad, Algemeen Dagblad, Het Parool, Rotterdams Dagblad, Haagsche 
Courant, Trouw, El Pais, (many year); Korf and Verbraeck (1993); Van Duyne (1995). 
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Table XII. Overview of informants 

Table XII presents an overview of the people formally and informally interviewed for this 
research. The table includes all people addressed in the Netherlands, Europe and Colombia 
during the process of participant observation, as well as those especially contacted. While the 
degree of interaction and the level of information obtained varies per individual, they are all 
considered important direct informants that consciously told me their stories, helped me to 
contact other informants, talked about others, or offered me their expertise. While many 
remain anonymous or are vaguely referred, others are (nick)named along the book. The table 
excludes people met in innumerable casual encounters, especially in Colombia, whose 
accumulative, unconscious contribution was nevertheless precious. 

Category Number Named in the book 

Latino community leaders 
(Brussels 1, Rotterdam 2, Amsterdam 6, 
Colombia 2) 

11 Camilo 

Religious leaders 
(Amsterdam 2, Rotterdam 1, Colombia 2) 

5 Wim 

Import-export entrepreneurs, 
employees and authorities 

5 — 

Colombian related Human Rights 
activists 

6 

Colombian illegal immigrants 
(not involved) 

14 Sermon - Sonia - Jaime - Car\a -
Marta - Horacio 

Colombian prostitutes 10 Aurelia - Jessica - Marga - Cintia -
Leticia - Amparo 

Colombian drug couriers 8 Miguel - Susana 

Colombian cocaine importers, 
distributors and retailers 
(Importers 10, distributors 13, retailers 3) 

25 Bart - Tico - Chino - Tano - Joel -
Paisita - Lupo - Polio - Riverito -
William - Charly - Bianca - Pacho -
Don Anibal - Alicia 

Helpers and employees 10 Solano - Simona - Ernesto - Emilio -
Manolo - Montes - Bruio 

Mixed couples 
(not involved) 

16 Ana Ines - Estela - Flor and Nico -
Amanda 

Colombian political refugees 4 Helmer 

Musicians and DJs 3 Silvio 

Other Colombian immigrants 21 Cabeza - Robert - Linda - Omaira -
I r is 

Colombian MP's 1 --

Police and custom authorities 
(The Netherlands 3 - Germany 2 - Spain 2 -

Colombia 3) 

10 van Stormbroek 
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Diplomatic authorities 4 Arrieta 

Criminal Lawyers 3 Marisol 

Interpreters and translators 2 Willem - Wilma 

Social Workers 3 Elvira 

Drug and Organised Crime researchers 
and experts 
(Cocaine market 6, Organised crime 2, 
Prostitution 1, Colombia 7, Drug trafficking 8) 

24 Janssen - Bovenkerk - van Gemert -
Korf - Boekhout van Solinge -
Jelsma - Roman? - Koutouzis - Kopp 
- Salazar - Ruggiero 

Journalists 6 Haenen - Blickman 

TOTAL 191 
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Glossary 

Aguantadero: a place to hide somebody 'hot', illegal drugs or weapons. Also a place to close 
drug deals. See also caleta. 

Amanecedero: literally, a place to stay during sun-rise. Special Colombian places (private 
parties or public bars) where the rumba continues after other salsa places close (around 4:00 
am or 5:00 am). See also hueco and roto. 

Ambiente: somebody has ambienle when he is friendly and enjoys the rumba (party) very much. 

Animales: literally, animals. Cocaine freight. 

Aparato: a kilogram cocaine. 

Apartacho: apartment to stay at or store drugs. 

Apartamentero: burglar. 

Apuntada: a system through which investors, mainly due to the lowering risk of joint export 
ventures, put up some capital to buy cocaine in Colombia to send it to the main markets. The 
system, equivalent to selling shares in several shipments, has been used to engage individuals 
with a clean record, and to increase the social and political support for the industry. 

Aventar: to tip off somebody to the police. 

Bajada: cocaine unloading. 

Balacera: shooting, cross-fire. 

Bambas: golden chains, necklaces, rings, earrings and so forth, used by drug entrepreneurs to 
show off. Embambado, wearing bambas. 

Bambero: a person selling or dealing jewellery on mobile basis, often targeted by Colombian 
thieves. 

Bareta/o: the most common name for marihuana. Also maracachafa, Maria and marimba. 

Basuco or bazuco: cocaine base smoked as cigarettes mixed with tobacco. Also surungo, tierra, 
susto, soplete, soplagen. 

Billete: literally, banknote. Money. Hacer billete, to make quick money. Also guita. 

Bisnes: cocaine business. 

Bolero: 'body packer', ball swallowing drug courier. 

Boleteo: 1) form of extortion. The term derives from the means - the short, anonymous, often 
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hand-written notes, or boletas - used to convey threats and terms to victims, usually rural 
property owners. Widespread during The Violence' period, the boleteo is once again common 
in many rural areas. 2) also, somebody is boleta when having to be discreet attracts too much 
attention. 

Bolitas: small cocaine balls usually smuggled inside the body (stomach, vagina). Bolitas are also 
the cocaine balls (up to 1/4 or 1/5 gram) sold on the streets. 

Bravero: person who refuses to pay or give money back and threatens to settle the problem on 
the spot, usually with a gun or knife. 

Caballo: somebody who does not use drugs. Descaballarse, to try drugs for the first time. 

Cachaco/a: person from Bogota. Also rolo. 

Caleno/a: person from Cali. 

Caleta: a small place to hide people, drugs or weapons, usually with a false or double wall or 
floor. See also aguantadero. 

Calichano: Colombian. Used in the Netherlands by drug entrepreneurs to avoid uttering the 
word colombiano for security reasons. 

Caliente: 'hot' place or person. 

Calle: street. Latino prostitution street scene. 

Camello: literally, camel. Work, usually a very hard, used also by drug entrepreneurs. Camellar, 
to deal drugs. 

Caucherazo: from couchera, catapult. In the 1970s, operation with American pilots taking 
cocaine out from Colombia in little planes. 

Cocina/Cocinero: kitchen/cook. Laboratory or refinery to produce cocaine, and the skilled 
people employed there (chemist). 

Cola: to be followed by the police. To come with cola, to bring the police. 

Combo: teenage gang, peer group of friends. 

Coronar: from the game of Draughts, to crown. To make the cocaine shipment arrive at the 
destination point without problems or delays. 

Correo: drug courier. Correito, a small transport of cocaine, usually from one stash place to 
another. 

Cortar: to cut cocaine with other substances. 

Cosa: literally, thing. Cocaine. 
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Cristal: crack, rock. 

Cruce: drug deal. In broader terms, any informal business agreement. A cruce also means the 
cocaine export-import operation. Also, hacer un cruce, to do a favour. 

Cuadrito: cocaine ball up to 1 gram. See bolitas. 

Chicharro: the last bit of a marihuana joint. 

Choro: thief. 

Chuspa: little plastic bag for up to one gram cocaine. 

Chuzar: to stab with a knife. 

Dar el paseo: literally, to go for a walk. To kill somebody. 

Desechable: literally, disposable. In Colombia, this name is often given to homeless vagabonds, 
street children, heavy addicts, beggars, and other marginalised people, all of them victims of 
the so called limpieza social (social cleansing). In the Netherlands, junkies. 

Desordenar: to ruin a deal or a business. 

Dinero caliente: hot money, money from illegal business. 

Duro: tough, heavy person belonging to the drug scene. Also mafwso. 

Embalado: high on cocaine. 

Empacar: to pack the cocaine. 

Enrumbado: completely into the party, enjoying music and dancing. It also means using drugs 
alone, usually in a closed place. 

Escape: unarmed robbery. Stealing and running, also a rip-deal. 

Facultad: literally, university faculty. Prison. See also universidad. 

Faltón: unreliable. Person who does not pay debts, arrives late for appointments, cuts cocaine or 
does not comply with agreements. 

Ferreteria: literally, ironmonger's shop. From fierros, weapons. Place to store weapons. 

Fierro: gun. See also mazo. 

Finado: dead person. 

Flécha: literally, arrow. Business partner at the other side of the ocean, exporter-importer 
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relationship. See also linea. 

Floro: from florin, guilder. 

Fufurufa: in Cali, pejorative name for those women going out with drug entrepreneurs. Often 
their mistresses, they wear expensive sexy clothes and receive from traquetos gifts and 
invitations, increasing social status and recognition. 

Gamba: one hundred guilders or a hundred kilograms cocaine. 

Gancho Ciego: literally, blind hook. Decoy. In the cocaine business, small drug couriers, 
especially boleros, who are sacrificed - unwittingly tipped-off to the police - to allow larger 
couriers or shipments to arrive safe. 

Gil: victim of a robbery or a rip-deal. 

Giro: money transfer or remittance to Colombia. 

Guardado: Hidden. Somebody who does not show up in the regular places. 

Guardaespaldas: bodyguard. 

Guitarra: from guita, money. Used by Colombian illegal entrepreneurs in the Netherlands. Also 
platica and billete. 

Hueco: small salsa place with a bad reputation, usually hot and opening until the next morning. 
Also amanecedero and roto. 

Jibaro: street drug dealer. Jibarear, to sell drugs. 

Lavaperro: literally, dog-cleaner. In Cali, pejorative name for those performing the most 
unskilled jobs for the drug entrepreneurs, including gardening, car cleaning, and so forth. 
Lavaperros gain social recognition and status for working for nearby traquetos. 

Ley (la): the police. Very common among Colombian drug dealers. Also tombo and vigilante. 

Limpiar: literally, to clean. To kill somebody. 

Linea: line of cocaine, but also a particular network composed by the exporter, the importer and 
the wholesale distributor. Also flécha. 

Llevar: to involve somebody in the cocaine business. 

Llevado: person in very bad financial situation or very addicted to hard drugs. 

Maduro: literally, a mature plantain. Basuco mixed with marihuana. 

Mafioso: cocaine entrepreneur. Also traqueto and duro. 
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Malandro/malandrin: used by Colombians, anyone belonging to the underground scene, 
especially pimps, thieves and small time dealers. 

Man: guy, fellow. 

Mandadero: person who performs small unskilled tasks for the cocaine entrepreneur. Also 
todero. 

Marimba: marihuana. 

Mazo: gun. See also fierro. 

Mercancia: cocaine. Also merca. 

Metal: knife. Used in Dutch prisons by Latino inmates. 

Meter: literally, to put. To use drugs. Meledero is a place to use drugs, implying a filthy, 
underground place. 

Mono: cannabis bud. 

Muestra: cocaine free sample carried by illegal entrepreneurs in small plastic bags to show the 
quality they are offering. 

Mula: literally, mule. Drug courier transporting up to 10 kg hidden in clothes, body or baggage. 
Usually pejorative for female, poor smugglers. 

Muneco: dead body. Munequear, to kill somebody. 

Narcoguerrilla: term coined by the US for the left-wing guerrillas involved in drug production 
and trafficking to finance their activities. 

Narcotraficante: drug dealer. 

Negocio: cocaine business, including all stages from production to middle level distribution. 
Also bisnes. 

Ninera: literally, baby-sitter. Trusted person who travels with the shipment, checks that the 
smuggler arrives without delays, sometimes pays him or her, and receives the money in the 
event that the operation has not been closed in advance. 

Olla: literally, pot. Place or point where drugs are sold, usually in marginal and deprived urban 
areas or neighbourhoods. See also sopladero. 

Paisa: person from the Antioquia region. 

Paniquear: to panic, to become paranoid. 

Pantalla: literally, screen. 1) Person attracting too much attention to the police, with the risk of 
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becoming hot. Also boleta. 2) Front store, decoy. See also tapadera. 

Papaya (dar): to draw excessive attention showing off or by other means, to almost call for 
being stolen or detained. 

Paquete: package of 1 gr. cocaine. Also bolita or cuadrito. 

Parche: peer group or gang. From street-children language, also used by drug dealers. Also 
combo. Parcero is the closest friend inside the group. Also Have. 

Pasada: in the early days, payment to the smuggler (American pilot) once the cocaine had been 
entered. 

Pase: fix, dose of cocaine. 

Papeleta: basuco wrapped in apiece of paper. 

Paras: paramilitary armies in Colombia. 

Patron: chief. Among Colombian cocaine organisations, disregarding their size, the most 
common name given to the main boss. 

Pelado/a: child or teenager. Also means without any money. 

Perico/a: most common name for cocaine. 

Pesado: heavy, dangerous man. 

Pinta (el): man, person who closes the drug deal. 

Pistolo: basuco cigarette. 

Platanal: Literally, banana plantation. Used by traquetos in the Netherlands to avoid uttering the 
word 'Colombia' for security reasons. 

Plön: joint drag. 

Poner: literally, to place. As used in legal business, to place somewhere a cocaine bulk. 

Propio (el): person who performs as intermediary between different parties from which they 
remain independent. They transmit messages, arrange appointments or pass information 
amongst traquetos, employees, lawyers, prisoners or policemen. 

Pueblo: Colombia. Used abroad to refer to the country. 

Quebrar: literally, to break. To kill somebody. Also quinar. 

Quedar mal: to break promises or agreements within the business. Also faltonear. 
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Quieto: literally, freeze! Armed robbery. 

Raponeo: mugging. 

Rebusque: small informal or illegal job, hustle. 

Recua: literally, mule train. A group of mulas travelling together. 

Rumba: salsa and merengue dance party. 

Ruta: a secure way for transporting cocaine. 

Salado/a: something that has a curse on it. 

Sano/a: literally, healthy. Person who does not belong to the drug or prostitution circuit. 

Sapo: literally, toad. Police informant. Sapear, to tip off. 

Seco: literally, dry. Without coke supply, used by big distributors when they run out of stock. 

Sicario: hired killer, used to eliminate adversaries. Widely - but not exclusively - used by drug 
organisations. In Colombia, commonly organised in youth gangs from poor urban areas. 

Soborno: bribe. 

Sopladero: houses or places where basuco is sold and used, usually with very bad reputation. 
See also olla. 

Soplador: basuco smoker. Also basuquero. 

Soplón: police informant. 

Subir: literally, to put up. To place the cocaine somewhere. 

Tapadera: legal front store business to cover up illegal businesses or activities. Also palilalia. 

Teléfono negro: illegal telephone line used to call abroad for very cheap rates. 

Tieso: dead body. 

Tira: police informant. 

Todero: from todo, all. Person who does everything, especially small unskilled jobs, also in the 
cocaine business. Also mandadero. 

Tombo: the most common name for a police officer. Also polocho. chupa, verde, lira and 
vigilante. 

Torcido: rip-deal. 
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Traba: the state of being stoned. Trabado, stoned. 

Trabajar: to work in the cocaine business. Also traquelear and camellear. 

Transar: to deal drugs. Also, iransar un tombo, to bribe a policeman. 

Trapicheo: to buy and sell all sorts of illegally owned goods, especially stolen goods, but also 
small amounts of drugs. 

Traqueto or Traquetero: in the early days, trusted individuals sent by the cocaine exporters to 
the US to organise the distribution channels. Nowadays, this name is given to every 
Colombian cocaine entrepreneur working abroad or travelling often. It includes importers and 
distributors. Traquetear, to work abroad in the cocaine business. 

Tumbar: to rip-off. Also, to kill somebody. 

Universidad: prison. Estudiar en la universidad: to be in prison. 

Untar/untado: literally, to smear. To be directly involved in some illegal business. Also, to 
bribe, to grease the hand of somebody or to receive dirty money. Uniado also means 'hot', 
too exposed through direct involvement in the cocaine business. 

Valluno: person from the Cauca Valley. 

Ventana: Window where the prostitute works. Also vidrio. 

Vicio: drug addiction. Vicioso/a is a drug addict. 

Vigilante: policeman. Also watchman, cocaine load keeper. 

Visaje: suspicious move that attracts police attention. Also boleta andpantalla. 


