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Schooled in England and Canada, Catherine Hankins completed high school 50 
years after her grandmother Grace Cathro Matthews, who was in the first 
graduating class of Calgary’s Crescent Heights High School. A year as an au pair 
in Geneva, including French language courses at the University of Geneva, led her 
to pursue a Bachelor of Arts degree (first class honours, 1971) at the University of 
Calgary. Inspired by reading two biographies of Norman Bethune, she left post-
graduate French literature studies in southern France to study medicine in the 
highly innovative University of Calgary systems-based programme. In 1976, she 
became a Licentiate of the Medical Council of Canada and in 1978 obtained 
certification in the Canadian College of Family Practice. She studied at the London 
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, University of London, England, receiving 
a Masters of Science (Distinction) in Community Health in Developing Countries. 
Her thesis supervisor was Professor David Bradley, the head of the Ross Institute; 
Professor Paul Fine inspired her in epidemiology; and she learned everything she 
knows about pit latrines from Professor Richard Feachem. Mentored by the late 
Professor Edward Love, she enrolled in the Community Medicine Residency 
Programme in Calgary, qualifying in this specialty of the Royal College of 
Physicians of Canada in 1981 while pregnant with her daughter Andrea. At Calgary 
Health Services, she was Assistant and then Deputy Medical Officer of Health until 
leaving for Montreal in 1986. Her daughter Thaea made her debut in 1985. 
  
For 16 years she worked at the Montréal Métropolitain Département de santé 
publique, focusing on HIV. Having joined the Department of Epidemiology and 
Biostatistics at McGill University in 1986, she became an Associate Professor in 
1991. She was a member of the Canadian National Advisory Committee on AIDS 
for eight years, chairing sub-committees on epidemiology, injection drug use, and 
women and HIV. She chaired the National Task Force on HIV and Injection Drug 
Use in Canada and received the National Rolleston Award for Harm Reduction in 
1994. She chaired or participated in diverse working groups and advisory 
committees on HIV, including as President of the Canadian Association for HIV 
Research. She was the principal investigator for a number of research grants, 
including, for over a decade, of the Canadian Women's HIV Study, a national 
cohort study addressing a variety of topics including HIV and HPV interactions. 
She led studies involving female and male prisoners and people who inject drugs, 
as well as population-based HIV epidemiological studies, and was a co-
investigator for studies involving sex workers and transgender people. She has 
chaired various research grant review panels in Canada and reviewed proposals 
for research funders in Canada, the USA, the UK, and France. More recently, she 
has participated in grant review panels for the European Commission, the French 
Agence nationale de recherches sur le sida et les hépatites virales, and the UK HIV 
Research Trust. She is a reviewer for a number of scientific journals and has 
authored or co-authored over 200 peer-reviewed publications, of which 45 were 
published in the past five years. Before 2002, she was a consultant and mission 
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leader on HIV-related projects in low- and middle-income countries organized by 
UNDP, UNFPA, WHO, and CIDA, including a UNDP research capacity–building 
network in 4 sub-Saharan Africa countries.  
 
In 2002, she joined UNAIDS in Geneva under Peter Piot’s leadership as Associate 
Director, Strategic Information and Chief Scientific Adviser to UNAIDS. She led the 
epidemiology, care, prevention, and economics teams for three years, followed by 
the human rights, gender, and best practice teams. She founded and edited the 
UNAIDS science blog HIV This Week, and headed up UNAIDS’ scientific 
knowledge translation team. This included monitoring emerging science, 
advocating for the ethical and participatory conduct of biomedical HIV prevention 
trials, communicating about trial results to diverse audiences, and supporting 
country implementation of proven biomedical HIV prevention interventions. She 
co-supervised the WHO/UNAIDS HIV Vaccine Initiative, led the first UN Work Plan 
on Male Circumcision for HIV Prevention, and co-led the WHO/UNAIDS 
programme on preparing for pre-exposure prophylaxis. She spearheaded UNAIDS 
work on prevention trial ethics, leading the revision process for the UNAIDS/WHO 
Ethical Considerations in Biomedical HIV Prevention Trials and co-managing the 
participatory development of the UNAIDS/AVAC Good Participatory Practice in 
Biomedical HIV Prevention Trials guidelines with New York-based AVAC. She was 
a founding and alternate Council member for the Global HIV Vaccine Enterprise, 
sitting on its scientific advisory committee and conference planning committees for 
several years. For the past three years, she has presented at the Enterprise 2-day 
journalist fellow training programme that precedes the annual HIV vaccine 
conference, co-chairing the recent Barcelona 2013 training.  
 
She retired from UNAIDS at the end of 2011 and became an Honorary Professor at 
the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine in the Department of 
Infectious Disease Epidemiology, Faculty of Epidemiology and Population Health. 
She continued as a consultant to UNAIDS before being appointed Deputy Director, 
Science at the Amsterdam Institute for Global Health and Development (AIGHD) in 
2012. She joined the Department of Global Health, Academic Medical Centre, 
University of Amsterdam, assisting in the teaching and supervision of students at 
the Bachelor and Masters levels and mentoring at the post-Doctorate level. She 
leads AIGHD’s HIV prevention research group, reviewing internal grant proposals, 
co-authoring manuscripts, and facilitating collaborations with external partners. 
She continues to present at local, national, and international scientific fora on novel 
biomedical HIV prevention, including voluntary medical male circumcision, pre-
exposure prophylaxis, and HIV vaccines. She heads the AIGHD knowledge 
translation/communication strategy for peer-reviewed publications and is active in 
the Health Insurance Fund’s Learning and Analysis Unit, advising on analyses and 
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knowledge translation. She has been a member of the International AIDS Society 
Industry Liaison Forum since 2009, focusing particularly on antiretroviral treatment 
issues for women, HIV point-of-care diagnostic testing and monitoring, and topical 
and systemic pre-exposure prophylaxis for women.  
 
Currently, she chairs the Scientific Advisory Group of the US National Institutes of 
Health HIV Prevention Trials Network. Since 2009, she has been the Chair of the 
Scientific Advisory Board of the Centre for the AIDS Programme of Research in 
South Africa (CAPRISA) at the University of KwaZulu-Natal, Durban, South Africa. 
She is a member of a TASP (Treatment as Prevention) trial Data Safety Monitoring 
Board and of the WHO/UNAIDS HIV Vaccine Initiative Advisory Committee. In 
addition, she is a member or trustee of several boards, including the AIDS 
Foundation East-West in Amsterdam, HealthBridge in Ottawa (emeritus), the UK 
HIV Research Trust, the Swiss Vaccine Research Institute in Lausanne, and the 
Amsterdam-based AIDSfonds. She was recently named by the Governor General 
of Canada to the Order of Canada and will be officially invested as a member in 
2014. 
 
She comes by her interest in global health through her parents who worked for 12 
years in Kathmandu, Nepal until 1986. Her father Gerald was Chief of Surgery at 
Shanta Bhawan Hospital and later at Patan Hospital where her mother Alison 
created and managed the medical library, eventually mentoring her successor who 
remains head of the library today. Cate and her partner Eddy Beck met in 1996 
and have struggled to live in the same city since 1998 – London/Montreal, 
Montreal (2 years), Montreal/Geneva, Geneva (8 years), and now Amsterdam/Port 
of Spain. 




