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PREFACE 
The idea of this thesis arose many years ago, while the author often had to work 
on a number of other mandatory professional affairs. Its completion would not 
have been possible without the dedicated support of my (co-)promoters, Arie 
Hasman and Ameen Abu-Hanna, colleague and co-worker Gergely Héja, and 
many other colleagues who either contributed to some part of this work or just 
helped me in other activities allowing me to free up some time for research. Special 
thanks go to Erika Szóró who helped me with the graphical works.  
 
It is obviously impossible to mention here all those who helped and inspired me 
during my life and hence directly or indirectly contributed to this work. My 
parents, foremost, created a highly spiritual atmosphere, full with love, in which I 
grew up. I was fortunate to have the opportunity to attend the secondary school at 
the gymnasium of the Piarist Order in Budapest that was an island in the dark 
years of "socialism", under the iron curtain. The example of my teachers 
demonstrated to me the importance of intellectual independence. They also taught 
me to recognise the difference between the precise, rigorous thinking and 
superficial ideas. I am also grateful to my own family, my wife and three children 
who often had to miss me when I was busy with my work.  
 
I feel as an owner of a rich spiritual heritage that came to me by personal influence, 
but also through many of my readings, essays, novels and poems, through music 
and art. This heritage obliges me to do everything in the best possible way and pass 
over this heritage to the upcoming generations.  
 
Once an alpinist was asked why he undertakes those risky expeditions. He said: 
"Because the peaks are there".  
 
I just hope that my work is a modest contribution to the high peaks of human 
spirit. This is my hope, but what is sure: the peaks are there. 
 


