
UvA-DARE is a service provided by the library of the University of Amsterdam (https://dare.uva.nl)

UvA-DARE (Digital Academic Repository)

Contextual metaphilosophy: the case of Wittgenstein

Gakis, D.

Publication date
2012

Link to publication

Citation for published version (APA):
Gakis, D. (2012). Contextual metaphilosophy: the case of Wittgenstein. [Thesis, fully internal,
Universiteit van Amsterdam]. Institute for Logic, Language and Computation.

General rights
It is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the author(s)
and/or copyright holder(s), other than for strictly personal, individual use, unless the work is under an open
content license (like Creative Commons).

Disclaimer/Complaints regulations
If you believe that digital publication of certain material infringes any of your rights or (privacy) interests, please
let the Library know, stating your reasons. In case of a legitimate complaint, the Library will make the material
inaccessible and/or remove it from the website. Please Ask the Library: https://uba.uva.nl/en/contact, or a letter
to: Library of the University of Amsterdam, Secretariat, Singel 425, 1012 WP Amsterdam, The Netherlands. You
will be contacted as soon as possible.

Download date:26 May 2023

https://dare.uva.nl/personal/pure/en/publications/contextual-metaphilosophy-the-case-of-wittgenstein(b2015731-4fc4-4736-828b-85325bd31041).html


 

 xi 

 
 
 

Acknowledgments 
 
 
 
 
 
There is no doubt that the person I owe the most regarding this dissertation is 
my promotor Martin Stokhof. I would need many pages in order to fully spell 
out how crucial my regular interaction with Martin over the last four and a half 
years has been for both my personal and philosophical development – if there is 
a difference between the two. Fortunately, almost everybody that had the chance 
to work together with Martin, and they are quite many, have already pointed out 
how great a teacher and supervisor he is. I would just like to add a few things. 
Martin’s attitude towards his interlocutors, where he always tries to bring the 
best out the other, trying through his critique to clarify and improve the other’s 
positions without enforcing his (always clear, well-worked, and insightful) own, 
is a very rare quality in today’s harsh and antagonistic academic and everyday-life 
landscape. With regard to his role as a supervisor, I have greatly benefited from 
our regular discussions not only on my dissertation or philosophy in general, but 
also on various topics ranging from cinema, music, and literature to personal 
issues, current affairs, and politics. This dissertation not only would be different 
(and much worse), but probably would not exist at all if it were not for Martin. 
And with regard to his role as a teacher, having followed three of his courses as a 
student and two as his teaching assistant, I can testify that they have been 
decisive for the route that the lives of many of his students have taken, 
constituting a living example of how a Socratic conception of philosophy as a 
life-stance and a life-shaping activity can still be maintained and practiced despite 
the continuously increasing professionalisation of the discipline. It is no surprise 
then that Martin receives so much love and respect from his students and 
colleagues. Martin is a “real human being”, to use one of Wittgenstein’s favourite 
phrases of appraisal, and I want to thank him deeply for everything he has done 
for me. 
 
There are also a number of people with whom I had contact during the years of 
work on my dissertation, influencing it in many different ways, who I would like 
to thank. Professors Josef Früchtl, Jeroen Groenendijk, Michiel van Lambalgen, 
and Göran Sundholm whose courses I had the chance to follow and get 
interesting things out of them. Those with whom I have shared the office at the 



 xii 

university over the years and thus also many special academic and non-academic 
moments as well: Dora Achourioti, Edgar Andrade-Lotero, Inés Crespo, 
Catarina Dutilh-Novaes, Mathias Madsen, Stefan Pliquett, and Marc Staudacher. 
And Pim Klaassen and Søren Overgaard for their valuable suggestions at the 
first stages of the dissertation, Kim van Gennip for the interesting discussions 
we had over Wittgenstein during the 32nd International Wittgenstein Symposium 
at Kirchberg am Wechsel, Austria, and the co-participants, organisers, and 
keynote speakers of the 9th Vienna Summer University in 2009 which was a very 
stimulating experience. I should also mention Benedikt Löwe and Galit 
Weidman Sassoon and thank my colleagues both at the ILLC and the 
Philosophy Department of UvA for providing an inspiring and friendly 
environment for the various academic activities with which I was involved. I owe 
much both to the ILLC and the Philosophy Department of UvA for providing 
me with the means for conducting my study. Special thanks to Tanja Kassenaar 
and Peter van Ormondt from ILLC for always being so helpful with all kinds of 
administrative matters.  
 
My co-students in the various courses I followed and the students in the two 
courses given by Martin in which I had the pleasure to be a teaching assistant 
also proved to be a source not only for rethinking and clarifying some of my 
ideas, but also for the necessary occasional distancing from working exclusively 
on the dissertation. I would like to thank especially Kristina Kersa, Martijn 
Wallage (who also helped me with the Dutch translation of the dissertation’s 
abstract), and Dilek Yamali for both our academic and non-academic discussions 
and our shared personal moments as friends. The same goes to my long-standing 
friends from Heraklion and Athens in Greece and especially the ones from csd-
lista and Nosotros (they know who they are). The Stamoulis family (Sofia, Vassilis, 
Giannos, and Kostis) deserves a special mention for their beautiful work on the 
cover of the dissertation and for being in my life as close relatives and friends. 
Since English is not my native language, the help of Philibert Schogt, apart from 
the numerous remarks of Martin Stokhof during our regular meetings, has been 
really valuable – of course I am the only one responsible for all remaining errors. 
I also owe special thanks to Alexandros Kanterakis and Ansten Mørch Klev who 
both have been valuable friends and interlocutors. 
 
Nothing of all this would be possible without my parents, Giannis and Vasso, 
and my sister, Georgia. There are not enough words to describe my deep love 
and gratitude to them. Finally, my thanks and love to Thaleia Konstantinou who 
has selflessly been on my side for the last nine years in both good and bad times. 
 

 
Dimitris Gakis 

Amsterdam, March 2012 




