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Abstract 

This thesis examines the effects of political party assistance provided in Bosnia-
Herzegovina (1996 – 2008) and Kosovo (1999 – 2008) and concludes that this type of 
democracy assistance comes with more challenges and risks than opportunities. The 
conflicts in Bosnia-Herzegovina and Kosovo occupied the headlines throughout the 
1990s. As two particularly bloody episodes of Yugoslavia’s demise, they demanded 
attention from international organizations, governments, media and scholarly circles. 
Heavily involved in stopping the wars, the international community assumed an active 
role in Bosnia-Herzegovina and Kosovo’s post-conflict reconstruction. They set out to 
convert them into functioning states through fostering democratic governance 
institutions, rule of law, free market economy, civil society and independent media.  
 Democracy promotion and democracy assistance have in the past two decades 
become a prominent element in foreign policy of many Western countries. Democracy 
was identified as the desired end goal of post-conflict reconstruction effort in the 
Balkans, and aiding the spread of democracy became one of the main pillars of the 
international administrations mandated with this task. Democratization in Bosnia-
Herzegovina and Kosovo was thus heavily influenced by the fact that they were placed 
under transitional international administration. They represent cases of unprecedented 
external actor intervention in transition processes. 
 One of the ways in which international organizations tried to install democracy in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina and Kosovo was through assisting the development of their political 
parties. As specific type of democracy assistance, party aid sought to strengthen, 
internally democratize and in general organizationally develop political parties to serve as 
catalysts, rather than inhibitors of the internal democratization processes. However, 
political elites in both countries have received much critique for their behavior and 
functioning, and political parties are considered a major part of Bosnia-Herzegovina and 
Kosovo’s problem-ridden path to democracy. 
 This research contributes to filling several existing gaps in literature. Political 
party assistance has not been sufficiently explored within the domain of democratization 
and democracy promotion studies; the aid focused on parties is entirely omitted from 
analyses of post-conflict reconstruction and statebuilding processes. This study also 
provides insight into scarcely researched subject of political party development in 
aftermath of war; finally, it details development of political parties in Bosnia-
Herzegovina and Kosovo which so far have not received much attention from academic 
circles.  By drawing on original working plans of international party assistance 
organizations, 166 interviews in centers of both party aid policy origin (Washington D.C., 
Berlin, The Hague, London) and its implementation (Sarajevo, Mostar, Banja Luka, 
Prishtina, Mitrovica) and through participant observation and survey questionnaire, this 
research provides original empirical information and analysis of the never before 
investigated world of international aid to political parties in Bosnia-Herzegovina (1996 – 
2008) and Kosovo (1999 – 2008). 
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 Detailing the party assistance provision in these two countries during their post-
conflict, internationally administered statebuilding period and then evaluating the extent 
of the role it played in their overall post-conflict democratization illustrates the 
complexity and tensions inherent in this process. Research reveals how in Bosnia-
Herzegovina, the assistance was geared heavily towards removing the nationalist parties 
from power and installing the moderate ones, in hopes of supporting democratization. 
The result was an example of the law of unintended consequences at work: party 
assistance led to the empowerment of a moderate-party-turned-nationalist and ultimately 
obstructive to the democratization and peacekeeping process. In Kosovo, the party 
assistance organizations effectively helped build parties from scratch, as Kosovo did not 
have functioning political parties prior to the international intervention. At the same time, 
in spite of the extensive assistance they received, most analyses and public perception 
surveys list political parties at the top of the list of corrupt institutions in the newest 
country on European soil. Finally, this research concludes that in post-conflict countries 
such as Bosnia-Herzegovina and Kosovo, building political parties with the aim of 
supporting democratic development comes with many challenges and risks. The lesson to 
take home is that in such contexts, political party assistance may prove ineffectual and 
worse yet, potentially aggravating to democracy’s development. 




