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XV 

Note on Terminology   

Throughout this dissertation, Bosnia-Herzegovina is referred to by its acronym BiH. The 
three constituent peoples i.e. the three major ethnic groups living in BiH are referred to as 
Serbs, Croats and Bosniaks. At times, when citing interviewees or other sources, I use the 
affix ‘Bosnian’ (e.g. Bosnian Serbs, Bosnian Croats), though it is important to note that 
some interviewees’ expressed strong objections to this terminology. In the cases when 
‘Serbs’ and ‘Croats’ refers to inhabitants of BiH’s neighboring states Serbia and Croatia, 
this distinction is made clear in the text. The two entities of BiH are referred to as the 
Federation of Bosnia-Herzegovina (abbreviated as FBiH) and the Republika Srpska (RS). 
‘Kosovo’ refers to the once autonomous territory that used to be a province of Serbia but 
that has proclaimed independence on February 17, 2008, becoming Republic of Kosovo. 
The terms Kosovo Albanians and Kosovar Albanians are used in reference to the 
Albanian ethnic group living in Kosovo, while for the Serbs living in Kosovo the term 
Kosovo Serbs is used in this dissertation. Spelling in the original language(s) is used 
when referring to the names of places and individuals. Finally, the Socialist Federal 
Republic of Yugoslavia is referred to as (the former) Yugoslavia.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




