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INSTALLING DEMOCRACY IN THE BALKANS? 
ANALYSIS OF POLITICAL PARTY ASSISTANCE 

IN BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA AND KOSOVO 
 
 
 

Stellingen behorende bij het proefschrift van  
Maja Nenadović 

 
 
 
 

1. Instead of political parties, international administrations and 
democracy promoting organizations should focus on strengthening 
civil servants and public administration in post-conflict countries. 
This type of assistance would not be as controversial as supporting 
political parties, and it stands to provide a more stable and enduring 
foundation for democratization processes. 
 

2. Political parties are not indispensable for democratic governance – 
the poverty of imagination of the current zeitgeist and the power 
strongholds of political elites perpetuate this false belief. 
 

3. Bollywood productions have a democratizing effect on Indian 
society. 
 

4. By studying the behaviour and practices of international staff 
working in development aid, democracy promotion and 
international administrations, one could establish the pattern of 
reverse norm transfer. Even though these Western organizations 
seek to transfer liberal democratic practices and norms, it is often 
the case that their own staff become susceptible to the local norms 
and practices of the culture in which they operate. This ‘reverse’ 
norm transfer has harmful consequences for the mission objectives 
of these Western organizations, as well as for the societies that they 
are seeking to develop, stabilize and democratize. 
 

5. Democracy in theory is a tautology, while in practice it is a 
paradox. 
 



 
6. Diasporas play a crucial role in fuelling conflicts in their home 

countries. Through lobbying, funding and smuggling, these 
communities stand to exercise a destabilizing impact on countries in 
transition. This kind of negative influence is far more prevalent than 
instances of positive, democratizing impact of diasporas on their 
homelands.  
 

7. Considering the developments in the late twentieth and early 
twenty-first centuries, we should revisit the Democratic Peace 
notion. The fact that most wars in recent history have been launched 
by consolidated democratic countries would lead to conclusion that 
liberal democracies are not as peace-loving as the Democratic 
Peace Theory would have us believe. 
 

8. The origins of death of Yugoslavia lie in nation-building failure of 
the post World War II period: under Tito’s leadership, the Yugoslav 
Communist Party did not succeed in constructing a dominant 
Yugoslav, civic national identity that would override the ethnic 
ones (Croat, Serb, etc.). 
 

9. Democracy is an ill-suited system of governance for post-conflict 
societies because of large-scale trauma and poor psychosocial 
health of the citizens in aftermath of war. Democracy demands 
civic participation and deliberation, and after war, citizens are not 
capable of being fully involved in rebuilding their societies. More 
authoritarian governance model would provide higher level of 
stability that is necessary for societal healing and recovery.  

 
10. Kumrovec political school of the Yugoslav Communist Party had 

similar training modules and practices to the democracy promotion 
organizations' political party assistance that was implemented after 
Yugoslavia's dissolution.  


