
UvA-DARE is a service provided by the library of the University of Amsterdam (https://dare.uva.nl)

UvA-DARE (Digital Academic Repository)

Macroeconomic implications of labor market frictions

Sedláček, P.

Publication date
2011

Link to publication

Citation for published version (APA):
Sedláček, P. (2011). Macroeconomic implications of labor market frictions. [Thesis, fully
internal, Universiteit van Amsterdam].

General rights
It is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the author(s)
and/or copyright holder(s), other than for strictly personal, individual use, unless the work is under an open
content license (like Creative Commons).

Disclaimer/Complaints regulations
If you believe that digital publication of certain material infringes any of your rights or (privacy) interests, please
let the Library know, stating your reasons. In case of a legitimate complaint, the Library will make the material
inaccessible and/or remove it from the website. Please Ask the Library: https://uba.uva.nl/en/contact, or a letter
to: Library of the University of Amsterdam, Secretariat, Singel 425, 1012 WP Amsterdam, The Netherlands. You
will be contacted as soon as possible.

Download date:26 May 2023

https://dare.uva.nl/personal/pure/en/publications/macroeconomic-implications-of-labor-market-frictions(fd58fbe7-2582-4f7b-afa3-bf65f7223715).html


Acknowledgements

In August 2006 I arrived in The Netherlands to begin my graduate studies at the

Tinbergen Institute. After the first month, when I was still regularly wearing shorts, I

came to two conclusions: The Netherlands is a country with pretty good weather and

studying at the Tinbergen Institute will be hard work. Only one of these turned out

to be true.

After two years of course work I joined the University of Amsterdam and started

working on my thesis. Clear requirements on what and when to study were gone and

in their place came the scary phenomenon of independent research. I would like to

thank my advisor, Wouter den Haan, for guiding me through the endless options of

this new reality and for sparking my fascination with macroeconomics. I am grateful

for his advice and encouragement, the unprecedented attention he paid to my texts, his

availability for discussions (related to research) and for pointing out that sometimes

I just ”wasn’t listening”. My interaction with Wouter, however, did not end at the

university doors. Not only did he often come to parties, eventually growing cautious

when I was in charge of the refreshments, but he also generously offered his house to

me and my girlfriend Emily, when he was away. Wouter, thanks for all that you have

done for me!

Over the course of the last five years in Amsterdam I have met many people, mostly

in the dual role of colleagues and fellow beer-drinking buddies, but also outside of the

world of economics. From the first group I am especially glad that Zoltan and Matija

were my flat and office mates, respectively. I enjoyed being the occasional wingman

for Markus, conducting banker-talk with Hulusi and Emrah, analyzing basketball with

Robert, owning a boat with Pia, having laughs with Marloes and Fujin, and losing

money to all the poker friends. At the university I am happy to have met, learned

from and had drinks with Alex, Arturo, Boe, Christian, Franc, Joris, Massimo, Naomi,

Pieter, Siert, Sweder, Tim, Vincent, Ward and many others.

From the second group, the main thanks goes to my current flat mate (and future



wife), Emily. The English in my papers is much better owing to the proofreading skills

of Emily and her father Bob. More importantly though, I have benefited unmeasur-

ably from Emily’s ability to put my stress regarding iterations that refused to converge

into perspective of real life. Moreover, Emily considerably increased my bargaining

power (from zero) against Wouter in discussions over the use of my time on Saturdays.

Thanks to Emily, my social circle was also enlarged by friends who are less enthu-

siastic about economic models. I am especially happy to have met my paranymph

Maurice, his wife Asifa and their newborn daughter Amber Zahra, who made it into

the acknowledgements just before this thesis went to print.

Finally, I would like to thank my family. I am extremely grateful to my parents,

who have always encouraged and supported me and have never doubted my decision,

even though it meant that I moved to a different country. I am glad that my brother,

a lawyer, managed to work longer hours than me throughout the years, making me

feel better about my personal life. Finally, I am happy for the support I got from all

my grandparents, and for their continuous worry about whether or not I am studying

hard enough.

October 2011, Amsterdam




