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Lisette van der Molen was born on December 8, 1978 in Hoorn NH. After primary school (St. 

Hieronymusschool) in Wognum, she attended secondary school (grammar school) in Hoorn NH 

(Tabor College, location Oscar romero). In 1998 she received her Atheneum degree.

That same year, she began her study speech language pathology at the Christelijke Hogeschool 

Windesheim in Zwolle. During her last year she started working as a part-time speech 

pathologist at a rehabilitation centre for patients with neurological disorders at Stichting Coloriet 

in Lelystad. In 2002 she graduated and started her academic education in Applied Linguistics 

at the University of Amsterdam. She graduated in 2004. Her MA thesis was on the motive 

‘beautiful sound’ in Dutch first names. During her MA she continued working as a part-time 

speech pathologist in Lelystad.

Between 2004 and 2006 she combined this job with a part-time speech pathologist function at 

a school for special education ‘De Wissel’ in Hoorn NH.

from June 2006 till May 2011 she was employed as a PhD student at the department of Head 

and Neck Oncology and Surgery at the Netherlands Cancer Institute, Amsterdam under direct 

supervision of Prof dr f.J.M. Hilgers and dr M.A. van rossum. She investigated the preventive 

effects of two different exercise regimen on head and neck cancer patients who received 

chemoradiotherapy, resulting in her Ph.D. thesis “Prevention of trismus, swallowing and speech 

problems in patients treated with chemoradiation for advanced head and neck cancer”. While 

being employed as a PhD student she also coordinated the research project: “Treatment of 

Myogenic Cranio-Mandibular Dysfunction (CMD): a prospective randomized clinical trial, 

comparing the use of a mechanical stretching device (TheraBite®, Atos Medical, Hörby, 

Sweden) with the standard physiotherapy regimen.” which was conducted in the Kennemer 

Gasthuis, location South in Haarlem. Moreover, she acted as tutorial coordinator within the ACLC 

research group ‘Oncology-related voice and speech disorders’ of the University of Amsterdam, 

supervising several students. More importantly, since May 2009, she was coordinator of the 

Head and Neck rehabilitation Centre at the Netherlands Cancer Institute in Amsterdam that 

officially opened in January 2010.

Since May 2011 she is employed at the Netherlands Cancer Institute as speech pathologist 

and coordinator of the Head and Neck rehabilitation program in Amsterdam. Besides her 

clinical research, she spends a great deal of her time at the handball field and running in the 

‘Amsterdamse Bos’.




