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Clarissa Calil Bonifácio was born on the 1st of March, 1979, in São Paulo, Brazil.  

At the mere age of 18 she had to make a choice between studying Dentistry and Psychology 
so instead she decided to try studying both. During the next four years she managed to 
tackle both studies. The moment she had clinical contact with children within the field of 
Dentistry was decisive for her career choice. 

In 2004 she graduated from the Faculty of Dentistry at The University of São Paulo. In 2006 
she was acknowledged as a Pediatric Dentist. In 2008 she completed her Masters in Science 
in Restorative Dentistry. At the end of the same year she moved to The Netherlands and 
started her PhD at ACTA. Alongside her PhD, she started her tasks as a clinical trainer for 
undergraduate students in 2009 and became the coordinator of the undergraduate course in 
Pediatric Dentistry at ACTA in 2010. 

Her research focuses are Cariology, Paediatric and Restorative Dentistry. Within these 
research fields she is also supervising exchange programs for undergraduate students. 




