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Stellingen behorende bij het proefschrift 

Towards the responsible clinical implementation  

of stem cell-based fertility treatments  

  
 
1. The question is not whether but when stem cell-based fertility treatments 

will be applied clinically. (dit proefschrift) 

2. There is a need to develop regulatory processes for the implementation of 

novel technologies. (dit proefschrift) 

3. Couples with severe infertility should be counselled about the advantages of 

sperm or egg donation as an alternative to fertility treatments leading to 

genetic parenthood. (dit proefschrift) 

4. Genetic parenthood is overrated. (dit proefschrift) 

5. Since society is willing to spend €80.000 on treatments that extend life for 

one year (QUALY), society should be willing to spend €6.400.000 to assist in a 

single conception.  

6. "When change is easy, the need for it cannot be foreseen; when the need 

for change is apparent, change has become expensive, difficult and time 

consuming." (David Collingridge, The Control of Technology, 1980)  

7. As infertile couples may be desperate and vulnerable, society, rather than 

prospective parents should be the legal representatives considering the health 

of the unborn child.  

8. As people are known to misjudge their affective reaction to future scenarios, 

predictive models rather than stated preferences should guide treatment 

choice.    

9. In the current post-evidence society it is vital to design structural forums for 

discussing science and knowledge with the general public.  

10. “But we cannot hit the brakes, for several reasons; firstly, nobody knows 

where the brakes are.” (Yuval Noah Harari, Homo Deus: A Brief History of 

Tomorrow, 2015) 

          

Saskia Hendriks, 2017   
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