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Those of you wondering about how one could end up with a PhD like mine, I 

will take back a couple of years to one of those birthdays on a Sunday afternoon 

where it is customary for Dutch families to gather around a small table laced 

with pairs of apple pies and coffee cups, themselves neatly organised around 

the sugar bowl. Our family was slightly different in respect to most others, in 
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cruises has been such a pleasure, whether it was spent bobbing around on a 

small rhib, accompanying old sailors on the Strønstad, or enjoying the bounty 

of Sverdrup. I have greatly enjoyed working with all of you, and made many new 

friends along the way. Thank you for making such great memories, and I hope to 

make more in the future! Peter, I can not thank you enough for your confidence 

and support; it has opened many new doors and research opportunities. Petter 

and Patrick, thank you for sharing your scientific minds, and for accepting me 
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to look at dolphins (well, actually it is J), but may also entail long hours spent 

behind binoculars while trying to keep the tent from blowing off the cliff, or 

entering data on a computer on a small boat while being sea-sick; rain or no 

rain. It was great to have you as part of the team, thank you for your enthusiasm 

and I hope to see you on the water in the future!

Lieve papa, mama. Bedankt voor alle steun en vrolijkheid, ongeacht welk 
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Ente, Nicolette en Derk, mijn geweldige vrienden, er zijn te veel dingen om jullie 
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uit te wisselen (en natuurlijk om de groeispurten van de nieuwe generatie te 
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een zwarte rots waarschijnlijk veel minder goed afgelopen. Bar en Suus, ik had 
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