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Keeping up Appearances
Experiments on cooperation in social dilemmas
Eva van den Broek

Eva van den Broek (1979) holds a Master in artificial intelligence from
Utrecht University. Her research interests evolved from simulating
evolutionary processes and experiments on human social behavior to
applied behavioral economics. Since 2011 she has been working as a
researcher at LEI Wageningen UR. She also writes about behavioral
science for the popular press.

Eva van den Broek

This dissertation addresses such social dilemmas using laboratory
experiments. It explores how we incorporate reputational concerns,
whether imaginary competition with another group makes us more
self-sacrificing, and why we behave more cooperatively if we can select
our own partners. These institutions make us self-conscious of our
appearance in comparison to others and boost cooperation in social
dilemmas.

Keeping up Appearances

We cooperate. To be precise: we help out others at a cost to ourselves,
daily and at an astonishing scale; among family, strangers and enemies,
whether we are foraging, negotiating or waging war. Why are we
willing to reduce our own chances of survival and reproduction to
augment those of others?
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