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Merrin Whatley was born on the 
23 September 1980 in Auckland 
New Zealand. She spent her 
childhood on the family farm in 
Waiuku, situated on the west 
coast of the North Island (New 
Zealand). The property supports 
a number of small streams and 
from a very young age Merrin 
was fascinated by water and the 
creatures she found living there. 
She also become aware that these 
aquatic environments were 
heavily impacted by human 
activity, this was evident because 
she kept losing her gumboots in 
the accumulating mud which 

came from upstream market gardens. This prompted her to commence a BSc in 
Resource and Environmental Planning at the University of Waikato, New 
Zealand. After graduating Merrin spent a year managing the family farm, but 
she was eager to get involved in the management of inland aquatic 
environments. In 2005 Merrin started working at the Department of 
Conservation (DoC) as the Biodiversity Ranger for Freshwater in the Auckland 
region. This position gave her the opportunity to attend national meetings and 
engage in monitoring programmes for native fish and pest fish species. She also 
worked on public awareness campaigns to highlight key issues in the Auckland 
region. After two years working at DoC Merrin wanted to continue her tertiary 
education to further her scientific understanding of freshwater environments. 
At this time she also had a strong desire to travel and decided to combine travel 
and education. In 2007 Merrin commenced her MSc in Ecology at the VU 
University, Amsterdam. During her MSc she conducted research on the 
influence of invertebrate species diversity on microbial activity and detrital 
processing. This internship was conducted at the University of Amsterdam in 
the department of Aquatic Ecology and Ecotoxicology and it paved the way 
towards her PhD position, resulting in the work detailed in this dissertation. 
After her graduation Merrin plans on returning to New Zealand where she 
would like to work as an environmental consultant and specialise in the 
management of inland waters in agricultural landscapes. She also hopes to start 
a business and educational centre on the family farm where she first discovered 
her passion for water. 


