
UvA-DARE is a service provided by the library of the University of Amsterdam (https://dare.uva.nl)

UvA-DARE (Digital Academic Repository)

Glycosphingolipids and atherosclerosis

Lombardo, E.

Publication date
2013

Link to publication

Citation for published version (APA):
Lombardo, E. (2013). Glycosphingolipids and atherosclerosis. [Thesis, fully internal,
Universiteit van Amsterdam].

General rights
It is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the author(s)
and/or copyright holder(s), other than for strictly personal, individual use, unless the work is under an open
content license (like Creative Commons).

Disclaimer/Complaints regulations
If you believe that digital publication of certain material infringes any of your rights or (privacy) interests, please
let the Library know, stating your reasons. In case of a legitimate complaint, the Library will make the material
inaccessible and/or remove it from the website. Please Ask the Library: https://uba.uva.nl/en/contact, or a letter
to: Library of the University of Amsterdam, Secretariat, Singel 425, 1012 WP Amsterdam, The Netherlands. You
will be contacted as soon as possible.

Download date:23 May 2023

https://dare.uva.nl/personal/pure/en/publications/glycosphingolipids-and-atherosclerosis(4b10e5da-930f-477c-ba6b-24ea77bee8cf).html


                         APPENDICES

221

Acknowledgements

Finally is time to say thank you to all the people that in a way or another contrib-
uted to this thesis, which would not be possible to build just by my own. More 
than four years has passed since I started my PhD in Amsterdam, but it seems 
yesterday that 1st of April 2008. Well, they say: time flies when you are having 
fun. I did enjoy my time as a PhD student and it was for me a very enriching 
experience.

Dear professor Aerts, dear Hans, I would like to thank you for our stimulating 
discussion and your critical comments. Thank you for your help and time in re-
vising my thesis. I value the opportunity to have worked with you and with your 
talented team.

Dear professor Groen, Bert, thank you for the enthusiasm you had and you 
transmitted to the small metabolism group, I have learned a lot from our weekly 
meetings. Thank you for your support and guidance any time I have asked you 
for your input.

Dear Flo, well where should I start… Thank you for all the time, the energy and 
dedication you put in supervising me. I appreciate your way of working, your 
fresh mentality and your sharp thinking. You are a very talented scientist and you 
taught me a lot. I extremely enjoyed working, running, eating, going to congress 
and shopping together. Merci.

Dear committee members: prof. de Vries, prof. Oude Elferink, prof. Lutgens, prof. 
Stroes; prof Havekes and prof. Rensen thank you for reading and revising my 
thesis.

To the Medical Biochemistry department of the AMC. You are great people to 
work with, I learnt a lot from all of you (even if too early for the start of the 
week, the Monday morning meetings are quite useful;)), I had great borrels, 
dinners and pleasant coffee breaks. I think you make a great team and a very 
stimulating working place. Annette, Duco and Romana, thank you to take care 
of all the important issues going around in such a big department. Arthur, thank 
you for your input during the cholesterol meetings and for revising our papers. 
Vivian and Rolf, thank you to assist me with the last papers. Your comments and 
suggestions were really useful. I really appreciate collaborating with you. Marri, 
thank you to be always available for any questions or problem in the lab; Milka, 
Carlos and Marco, ”the metabolism patriarchs”, thank you for all you inputs and 



222

your kindness in taking time to help me when I needed it!!! Nick and Gertjan 
thank you for analyzing my samples and giving me useful feed backs! Mina thank 
you for assisting me anytime I had to analyze the “lovely” gangliosides. Roelof,” 
the animals master” thank you for arranging all the animal experiments, you do 
a great job!!! Wilma, Anneke and Tineke, we can all profit from your experience, 
thanks to be always ready to help! Wouter it was good to have some chats some-
times and share some PhD frustrations!!! Good luck with your thesis!  Special 
thanks to my roommates: Anneke, Karen, Edward, Maria and Tanit!!!! It was 
very comforting to know that there was always somebody ready to listen and to 
talk to; you were all very tolerant with my music selection!!!! You are the best!!! 
Tanit and Maria, good luck with your PhD and with your future plans, whatever 
they are. To all the other member of the department: Babu, Iker, Anouk, Stijn, 
Marc, Daniela, Vincenzo, Rossella and Alessandra (the Italian crew!), Paulo, Teja, 
Jessica, Andre, Emma, Saskia, Lilit, Annete, Mariska, Yudo, Judith and Marielle, 
(now working somewhere else but very nice colleagues!!!) Carmen, Matthijs, 
Ana, Claudia, Boris, Noam, Dave, Ans and everybody else thank you because in 
one way or the other you contribute to my studies and you made my staying in 
the department  a pleasure!

To my dear lunch club members: Flo, Cindy, Saskia, Shreyas, Maria and Areti.  We 
started running together we ended it up having south European lunch breaks (to 
be expected ;)).
Our lunch days were the best; I always enjoyed eating your dishes (even the low 
carb/ low fat , the extra salty fish soup or zuurkool met zalm). I will certainly miss 
the time we shared together!!! Thank you cooking princesses!!! 

To the people that helped me with special analysis: Hans Levels from the depart-
ment of Experimental Vascular Medicine, thank you for your lipoprotein profile, 
Wim Kulik from the Lab. Genetic Metabolic Diseases, thank you to measure the 
fecal sterols, Dirk de Waart and Coen Paulusma and Cindy Kunne, from the Tyt-
gat Institute for Liver and Intestinal Research, thank you for analyzing our bile 
samples, your comments and suggestions. To Erwin G. Zoetendal, from Molecu-
lar Microbial Ecology Group at Wageningen University, thank you for your analy-
sis on the fecal microbiota, the outcome looks very promising, Edward good luck 
following it up! To Maxi, it was nice collaborating with you, thank you for sug-
gesting me to try yoga, I hope one time I will be able to attend your class!!!

To my paranimfen, Cindy and Saskia thank you to be there in the moment of 
truth!!! It is a relief to know that you will be there to assist me and support me 
on such important day. 



                         APPENDICES

223

To Frank, thank you my dear, for supporting me and encouraging me anytime my 
mood was a little low. You knew I could do this before I did. I hope you will like 
the book when it is finished, even if it is not as “strak” as you wish.

E infine(ma non per importanza), il grazie piú grande va alla mia famiglia, lon-
tana solo fisicamente. Papà grazie per aver “le spalle grosse”, sono servite molto 
spesso e non hanno mai mancato al dovere!  Mamma quando ancora il termine 
multitasking non era di moda tu ne eri giá l’esempio piú ecclatante, grazie per 
tutto quello hai fatto e che continui a fare per noi. Grazie a tutti e due per averci 
insegnato l’importanza di un educazione e il valore del lavoro. Cira, Mary grazie 
per esserci sempre e per sostenermi in ogni mia scelta, consigliandomi come 
nessuno sa fare.  Vi amo!


