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Robert H. Brown (1916 - 2002) was one of the pioneer of radio astronomy. Coin-
cidently, his homonym Robert L. Brown is also a radio astronomer and is one of the
person that first observed the source I am studying in this thesis: the Galactic Center,
Sgr A∗. Over the course of my PhD, I passed across Robert H. Brown’s book untitled
“The Wisdom of Science - its relevance to Culture & Religion” 1986, that I found still
very relevant to our time. The citations bellow are from his book, except the very last
quote which is from our contemporary Bad Astronomer Phil Plait.

"Paradoxically, the popular, often self-righteous and apparently innocuous de-
mand that all research should be relevant to our social needs is one of the greatest
dangers to the advance of science, and hence to the long-term satisfaction of those
needs."

"Our view of science is still largely anthropocentric - just like the medieval uni-
verse. Copernicius may have removed the Earth from the center of the scene but
he didn’t remove us. We still see ourselves firmly in the center and Nature as being
there to serve our needs, and we like to see our scientists doing something useful
and socially responsible. One of the dangers of taking this view is that we might
forget that we have no real reason to assume that the Universe was designed with
our welfare in mind, and that perhaps the worst mistake we can make in our at-
tempts to understand it, is to assume that it was. If the future of science, and of our
material welfare, depends on our continued ability to increase our understanding
of Nature, then we must recognize that modern physics is telling us that the world
is so weird, so apparently alien to our classical ideas about Nature, that it cannot be
explored within the narrow context of utility but must be studied on its own terms."

"One of our most common intellectual sins is to confuse a concept [such as a phys-
ical law / model / theory] with the reality which it represents, and use it outside its
proper domain of validity; in religious language that is the sin of idolatry.”

"Our ideas about the world, and that includes our religious beliefs, can become
dangerous if they lose touch with reality; just as we use belief to illuminate knowl-
edge, so we must use knowledge to illuminate belief."

"There is more room for a god in science than there is for no god in religious
faith.”


