UNIVERSITY OF AMSTERDAM
X

UvA-DARE (Digital Academic Repository)

Radiation-associated adverse events after childhood cancer

van Dijk, .W.E.M.

Publication date
2014

Link to publication

Citation for published version (APA):
van Dijk, I. W. E. M. (2014). Radiation-associated adverse events after childhood cancer.
[Thesis, fully internal, Universiteit van Amsterdam].

General rights

It is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the author(s)
and/or copyright holder(s), other than for strictly personal, individual use, unless the work is under an open
content license (like Creative Commons).

Disclaimer/Complaints regulations

If you believe that digital publication of certain material infringes any of your rights or (privacy) interests, please
let the Library know, stating your reasons. In case of a legitimate complaint, the Library will make the material
inaccessible and/or remove it from the website. Please Ask the Library: https://uba.uva.nl/en/contact, or a letter
to: Library of the University of Amsterdam, Secretariat, P.O. Box 19185, 1000 GD Amsterdam, The Netherlands.
You will be contacted as soon as possible.

UVA-DARE is a service provided by the library of the University of Amsterdam (https://dare.uva.nl)

Download date:08 Jun 2026


https://handle.uba.uva.nl/personal/pure/en/publications/radiationassociated-adverse-events-after-childhood-cancer(7ef42b06-d4fd-40a3-909e-53ddacd4f457).html

Addendum

About the author

Irma van Dijk was born in Mijdrecht the Netherlands, on April 10, 1964. After graduating
from Veenlanden College Secondary School in Mijdrechtin 1982, she started her in-service
training as a diagnostic radiographer at the Department of Radiology of the Free University
Medical Center (VUMC) in Amsterdam. In 1987, she moved to the Department of Radiation
Oncology at the Academic Medical Center (AMC) in Amsterdam to train as a radiation ther-
apy radiographer. For the next 12 years, she continued her career in radiotherapy and spe-
cialized in brachytherapy.

In 1999 she spent a sabbatical year in Italy, where she met new friends who introduced
her to the Italian way of living. She used this time to travel, exploring art and culture and
taking photographs which she processed herself. She discovered the joy of Italian cooking,
and mastered the Italian language.

After returning to the Netherlands, she worked for almost two years as a breast cancer
screening radiographer for the Integral Cancer Centre (IKA) at Amsterdam, while in the
meantime reflecting on future career possibilities. She returned to the AMC in 2002 to pick
up her profession as a radiation therapy radiographer, and during this period she also passed
her mathematics state exam which allowed her to study Health Sciences at the University of
Maastricht. After obtaining her Master’s Degree in 2007, she had the opportunity to start as
a scientific researcher at the AMC Department of Radiation Oncology, investigating adverse
events after radiation therapy in children. In addition, she did a master course in epidemiol-
ogy and achieved her second Master’s Degree in 2010. Her first paper was published in
2010, after which she applied for funding from the KiKa Foundation (Stichting Kinderen
Kankervrij), which was granted. This enabled her to continue her scientific work on the pro-
ject”Radiation-associated adverse events after childhood cancer” which resulted in this PhD
thesis.
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