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PROPOSITIONS 
 

Supplement to the thesis:  

Ethics in Action, Approving and Improving Medical Research with Human Subjects 

 

1. Ethical review of research should lead to disapproval when necessary, and to 

improvement when possible (this thesis). 

2. Quality improvement monitoring is best done independently from a Research 

Ethics Committee (this thesis). 

3. Research Ethics Committees should monitor non-publication (this thesis). 

4. Standardization in trials can make their results more true, but also more unfair 

(this thesis). 

5. It is good to get rid of the tumour, but not to get rid of the tumour tissue (this 

thesis). 

6. Ethical oversight should be a two-way street (this thesis). 

7. Ethical oversight should focus more on real world practice and less on 

paperwork (this thesis). 

8. The empirical question that empirical ethicists hesitate to ask is whether 

ethical studies make the world a better place.  

9. Ethical principles and fundamentals are neither descriptive, nor normative, but 

manipulative. 

10. Moral justification is often post hoc, but not necessarily ad hoc. 

11. Asking what is right is good, asking what is better is better, doing what is better 

is best. 

12. ‘Submitted for publication’ too often means submitted for non-publication. 
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