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Online Appendix 

Table A1 Percentages, representativeness of the sample compared with the entire population  

 Population Sample 

Age < 20 23.5 0.8* 

20 – 39 25.0 [32.7] 27.9 

40 – 64 35.9 [47.0] 47.9 

65-79 11.6 [15.1] 18.9 

80 > 4.0 [5.2] 4.5 

Note. Population figures were retrieved from the website of Statistics Netherlands (Centraal 

Bureau voor de Statistiek). * We did not include minors in our analysis; in the sample, this 

category ranges only from 18 to 20, which explains the differences between the two figures. 

Between the square brackets are the proportion of the population aged 20 years or older. 

 

Table A2 Background characteristics according to treatment group. 

 

gender 

(1=men) age  education (1 to 8) 

social class  

(1 to 5; 1 = high) n 

Control 1.49 53.87 5.18 2.57 79 

A 1.40 49.44 5.36 2.51 70 

B 1.43 49.17 5.48 2.52 77 

C 1.48 49.85 5.65 2.37 81 

D 1.52 48.46 5.48 2.51 69 

Total 1.47 50.37 5.43 2.49 376 
 

Table A3 Presentation of the calculated scores on the incongruence measure  

Initial attitude Manipulation 

Negative valence (1) 

Manipulation No 

distinct valence (5) 

Manipulation 

Positive valence (9) 

1 (very negative) 0 4 8 

2 1 3 7 

3 2 2 6 

4 3 1 5 

5/6 4 0 4 

6 5 1 3 

7 6 2 2 

8 7 3 1 

9 (very positive) 8 4 0 

 
 

  



Figure A1 Example of a Condition in Original Language (Manipulated Areas are Marked). 

 

 

 
  



Figure A2.  Stimulus Material, English Translation of the Newspaper Articles used for the 

Experiment.  

 

 
Note: This is a literal translation; the text is written in a more journalistic style in its original 

language. 


