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Read, learn and be amazed

I first heard of Keebet as a newly starting PhD candidate, in late 2002. Starting 
work on land issues in Indonesia, hers and Franz’ work was compulsory new read-
ing. Her name was mentioned with fondness and awe by colleagues in Leiden and 
Nijmegen. Fondness because of her ideas and theory building, awe because she 
could be very direct and highly critical, or so I was told. “When you meet her, 
make sure you are prepared and have done your reading”, I was told. I did meet 
her. She very clearly and patiently explained some theoretical ideas about legal 
pluralism to me, after which we exchanged stories of our fieldwork. We would have 
such meetings more often in the years that followed and they would be enlightening 
and fun. Over the years I got to know her and Franz as enthusiastic academics 
happy to support PhD students and researchers with their work and careers, and 
as people genuinely interested in others’ findings and writings. Keebet sat on my 
PhD committee, telling me “very well done” with a grin, once the grilling was over. 
She inspired me to take a socio-legal angle to anthropological research. I have been 
hooked ever since.
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