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Jan Hendrik (Erik) Vermaire was born on October 6th 1973 in Vlissingen, the 

Netherlands. He finished secondary school at O.S.G. Huygenwaard in Heerhugowaard in 

1993 and started to study dentistry at the Academic Centre for Dentistry Amsterdam 

(ACTA) in that same year. During these years his interest in dental research started by 

joining the department of Social Dentistry and Behavioural Sciences as a research 

assistant focussing on complaints against general dental practitioners. He graduated 

dental school in March 2000 and started a general dental practice shortly after. 

In January 2003 he started a postgraduate education in Management of Dental Fear at 

the department of Social Dentistry and Behavioural Sciences of ACTA and the Special 

Dental Care clinic Amsterdam (SBT). This post-initial master course was completed in 

June 2006. As a part of this postgraduate program, he completed a clinical study on the 

effect of dental anxiety treatment on Quality of Life in patients with a pathological fear 

of dental treatment.

To be able to work half time on his PhD project at the department of Social Dentistry 

and Behavioural Sciences at ACTA, he handed over his general dental practice in 

January 2005 and continued working half time as a specially trained dentist treating 

extremely anxious, psychological and psychiatric compromised dental patients at the 

Centre for Special Care Dentistry of a general hospital in Alkmaar (Medisch Centrum 

Alkmaar), where he has been working from March 2002 up till now.

Since November 2012, he works halftime as a dental researcher at TNO (Life Style-

Behavioural and Societal Sciences) in Leiden.

Erik lives together with his wife Puck van Meurs and their daughter Veerle (2004) and 

son Adne (2007) in Stompetoren, the Netherlands.
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