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Motto

‘(O]ne of the many, many things I hate about war is how it trivializes the personal.
The big themes, the broad sweep, the emergency measures, the national identity, all
the things that a particular kind of man with a particular kind of power urge adores,

these are the things that become important. War gives the lie to the personal,
drowns it in meetings, alarms, sacrifices. The personal is only allowed to return as

death. Death is what war is good at.

And so, when the telegram has been read, and the statesmen and generals have said
something about sad loss and turned and gone back to higher stakes than a body
and a few broken hearts, in that silent, empty space, to one person at least, it is

clear that the personal is everything.’

Billy Crusoe in The Stone Gods door Jeanette Winterson



