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Preface  

This manuscript and research has been made possible due to collaboration and support 

from the University of Amsterdam, SNV, CIFOR, Guiding Hope, the African Study 

Centre of the University of Leiden and Tropenbos International.  

 

Research was conducted as part of my work with the Netherlands Development 

Organisation (SNV) in Bamenda, Cameroon as a Senior Adviser from June 2004 to 

June 2008. Capacity building work on collaborative natural resource management and 

value chains enabled data to be gathered on the honey, Prunus africana and gum arabic 

chains and on governance of these chains. This involved working with government 

organisations, traditional authorities, community organisations, enterprise, consultants, 

researchers, and conservation organisations, particularly the Western Highlands 

Conservation Network (WHINCONET).  

 

Research was also conducted whilst working for the Centre for International Forestry 

Research (CIFOR) in Yaoundé, Cameroon as Scientist and Livelihoods Team 

Coordinator from August 2008 to August 2010 and as Senior Associate from 2010 to 

date. CIFOR encouraged the use and re-analysis of their NTFP market database, 

supported further data analysis and provided financial and logistical support to study the 

apiculture, Cola spp. and Raphia spp. chains. I supervised fieldwork enumerators 

(doctoral and master’s students and consultants, see acknowledgements) who aided 

primary data collection as part of the following projects:  

 

 The Mobilisation and Capacity Building of Small and Medium Sized Enterprises in 

NTFP Product Chains in Central Africa Project (GCP/RAF/408/EC), hereafter 

referred to as the ‘FAO-CIFOR-SNV NTFP Project’. SNV and CIFOR, in 

collaboration with ICRAF, were part of this research and development project from 

2007 to 2010, led by the FAO and financed by the European Union. I was 

responsible for project design, management, implementation and reporting both 

with SNV and with CIFOR, assisted and guided by colleagues and the FAO team 

(Ousseynou Ndoye, Sophie Grouwels and Julius Chupezi Tieguhong). This 

research uses data collected as part of the project on Prunus africana, Gnetum spp., 

Irvingia spp., honey and gum arabic chains, as well as data verification and data 

analysis. 

 The Central African Forest Observatory (FORAF) Project and biennial State of the 

Congo Basin Forest 2008 and 2010 books funded by the European Commission and 

implemented by a consortium led by CIRAD with CIFOR, Forêt Ressources 
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Management and l'Université de Louvain. This project facilitated my data gathering 

on governance aspects and aided data analysis. 

 The ‘Regional NTFP Study’ (Etude Regional du PFNL), part of CIFOR’s 

Establishment of a Forestry Research Network for African Caribbean Pacific 

Countries (ACP) Project (ACP-FORENET 9 ACP RPR 91#1) guided by Robert 

Nasi, Donald Iponga and Yves Laumonier. This project aided my data verification 

with stakeholders in NTFP chains and helped with data analysis. 

 The Cameroon bamboo production to consumption study, part of the Enhancing 

Opportunities for Market-led Bamboo and Rattan-based Development in West and 

Central Africa Project by CIFOR and the International Network for Bamboo and 

Rattan (INBAR), guided by Andrew Benton and Michael Kwaku, and financed by 

the Common Fund for Commodities. This project enabled data gathering and 

analysis of the bamboo chain. 

 

In July 2008, Cameroonian apiculture enterprise Guiding Hope (Guide d’Espoir) invited 

me to join as a director, following collaboration with them with on the apiculture chain 

in Cameroon with SNV. They opened their doors, networks and documents to 

collaborate with them, both examining their activities and guiding their work, using a 

participatory action research approach.  

 

The Amsterdam Institute of Social Science Research-Governance and Inclusive 

Development Group (AISSR-GID) of the University of Amsterdam (UvA) accepted me 

as a guest researcher from October 2008, working at a distance from Cameroon and 

from September 2010 in the Netherlands. UvA supported participation in the CERES 

PhD course in 2009, creating maps, attending two conferences and financing printing of 

this manuscript.  

 

The African Study Centre (ASC) of the University of Leiden supported publishing and 

printing of this manuscript. 

 

With Tropenbos International I collaborated on the establishment of the second 

Cameroon programme from 2008, working with René Boot, Hans Vellema and 

Charlotte Benneker. Tropenbos International also provided financial support for the 

printing of this thesis.  

 

Further information about these organisations and author can be found in the final 

chapter. 

  


