UvA-DARE (Digital Academic Repository)

Evolution of altruism: Exploring adaptive landscapes
Spichtig, M.
Publication date
2013

Link to publication
Citation for published version (APA):
Spichtig, M. (2013). Evolution of altruism: Exploring adaptive landscapes. [Thesis, fully
internal, Universiteit van Amsterdam].

General rights
It is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the author(s)
and/or copyright holder(s), other than for strictly personal, individual use, unless the work is under an open
content license (like Creative Commons).
Disclaimer/Complaints regulations
If you believe that digital publication of certain material infringes any of your rights or (privacy) interests, please
let the Library know, stating your reasons. In case of a legitimate complaint, the Library will make the material
inaccessible and/or remove it from the website. Please Ask the Library: https://uba.uva.nl/en/contact, or a letter
to: Library of the University of Amsterdam, Secretariat, Singel 425, 1012 WP Amsterdam, The Netherlands. You
will be contacted as soon as possible.

UvA-DARE is a service provided by the library of the University of Amsterdam (https://dare.uva.nl)
Download date:09 Jan 2023

Curriculum Vitae and Acknowledgements

I was born in Sarnen, the capital of Obwalden, a canton that fits the romanticized cliché of Switzerland and I ended up doing a PhD thesis in another cliché-ridden country.
This is how it happened and whom I have to thank for.
As a child I was often accused of being mono-interested because I only cared for
animals. Hey, I was also interested in archeology. Still, my parents and family supported my irreversible path to study biology. Early on in my studies in Basle, I realized
that theoretical evolutionary biology is my thing. Dieter Ebert and Tad Kawecki offerd
me to do a master project in this direction. Tad and I established a successful collaboration over Fribourg and Basle resulting in one of the best published master theses of
my cohort. I do not know if others can sense it but the expertise on population genetics
acquired as a master reverberates in my PhD thesis on behavioral ecology.
To deepen my curiosity in evolution, I successfully applied for the PhD position
that resulted in this thesis. By a process of unlimited astray and pluralism, I together
with my supervisors Martijn Egas and Maurice Sabelis came about collaborating on
variation (in retrospect, so consequential). I took advantage of the intellectual freedom
Martijn and Maus granted me and they still took the trouble of teaching me how to
write. The product!, we can be proud of! Martijn and Maus, we finished it and I am
more than just thankful for that. I would like to thank Arthur to jump in as second
promotor.
Members of population biology group, you did not give up attending the work in
progress presentations I flooded you with. Thank you for keeping up this respect. It was
a side remark of Michiel that prompted chapter 1. In retrospect, the remark was wrong
but the result was right. Andre debugged my faulty numerics and taught me how to do it
right in 45 min (by pressing the right book in my hands). Maarten and Maus offered me
the opportunity to teach and it was these courses which prompted suspicion for flaws in
my numerics. Marijn and Tjibbe helped me solve a geometry puzzle. Much to the surprise of us numeric heads, it turned out solvable at the level of Gymnasium calculus. I
am grateful for the support of Jan with regards to the lay-out of the thesis.
I owe the persistence of Christian a publication and as by-product, Christian taught
me about economics and math. Comments of Susanne improved chapter 1.
I would like to thank my friends Rene, Tamas, and Dominik for their moral support; and Rajesh for being such a domestic flat mate.
I am blessed with being a member of my family. In the recent years, my brother
Markus took the role of my bad conscience, my sister Michele that of my good conscience, and my sister Renate switched between these roles. Either way, I know I can
rely on them. Without the support of my father, this thesis simply would not exist.
Words cannot cover my gratitude for that. When I started my thesis, it did not occur to
me that my mother and my godmother could not meet me in person as a doctor. I dedicate the thesis to them!

108

