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Anne Klomp was born in Rotterdam on 11th March 1982. She grew up in Molenaarsgraaf, a 

small rural village in Zuid-Holland. After obtaining her high school diploma at Gymnasium 

Camphusianum in Gorinchem in 2000, she started out with her studies in Biomedical Science 

at the University of Amsterdam. A short internship on protein expression by the yeast Pichia 

Pastoris at the immunopathology department of the Sanguin Research institute offered 

Anne her first research experiences. After one year, Anne took up studying Psychology as 

well. She wrote two bachelor theses; one on the biological basis of impulsive aggression 

and another on auditory verbal hallucinations in schizophrenia. Next to her studies, she 

enjoyed working part time at De Praktijk, a project bureau that develops teaching materials 

for scientific education. 

During her masters, Anne did two research internships. The first research project, on 

the GABAergic innervation of the hypothalamic paraventricular nucleus in depression, took 

place at the Netherlands Institute for Neuroscience under supervision of prof. dr. Dick Swaab 

and prof. dr. Aimin Bao. Her final research project comprised of a structural MRI study on 

the volumes of the pituitary and hypothalamus in schizophrenia, conducted at the Rudolf 

Magnus Institute for Neuroscience and the department of Psychiatry of the University 

Medical Center Utrecht, with dr. Neeltje van Haren and prof. dr. Hilleke Hulshoff-Pol. Both 

internships resulted in publications in international scientific journals.

In 2007, Anne obtained her master degree in Psychology with distinction and in 

2008 she completed her master in Biomedical Sciences (specialization Neurobiology) as 

well, once again with distinction. Subsequently, Anne started out as a PhD student in dr. 

Liesbeth Reneman’s “Effect of Psychotropic drugs on Development” (ePOD) project at the 

Radiology department of the Academic Medical Center Amsterdam, co-supervised by prof. 

dr. Damiaan Denys of the Psychiatry department. As a part of this PhD project, Anne was 

a guest researcher at the Biological Imaging Centre at Imperial College London for several 

months during the summer of 2009. Throughout these last four years, Anne conducted a 

multidisciplinary and translational research project on the effects of SSRIs use on adolescent 

brain development. The results of her PhD project are described in this thesis. 


