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curriculum vitae

Justus Groen was born in Middelburg on Sunday the 6th of June 1982. After secondary 
schooling at the CSW in Middelburg he started his medical education at the Academic 
Medical Center, University of Amsterdam in the year 2000. In 2004 he worked as a 
research student in the lab of Prof. Peter St George-Hyslop at the Centre for Research 
in Neurodegenerative diseases (Toronto, Canada). This internship focused on 
genetic variations in the PINK1 gene in Parkinson’s disease (supervision by Ekaterina 
Rogaeva and Hans Speelman). From that moment on he hooked himself on genetic 
research and neuroscience. After obtaining his Master degree in Medicine he spent 
some months in the Neurogenetics lab of Prof. Peter Heutink (VUmc, Amsterdam) 
working on copy number variations in the parkin gene in early-onset Parkinson’s dis-
ease patients. As part of his clinical rotations he went to Mumias, Kenya (surgery) and 
Groningen (neurosurgery). These experiences made clear he wanted to be a surgeon, 
and not a researcher only. In 2008 he obtained his medical degree and started as a PhD 
student at the Neurology and Neurogenetics department in the AMC (Prof. Marina 
de Koning-Tijssen and Prof. Frank Baas) with the support of an AMC Graduate School 
Scholarship. In January 2012 he started as a house officer in Neurosurgery at the Lei-
den University Medical Center, followed by the start of his Neurosurgery residency 
program in January 2013 (Prof. Wilco Peul). He lives with Anne Huibers in Amster-
dam.
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