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CURRICULUM VITAE
Ghaith Bakdash was born in Damascus, Syria on January 28th, 1983. After obtaining his BSc in 

Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Chemistry from the Faculty of Pharmacy, Damascus University 

in August 2005, he enrolled in the international Master’s program Molecular Mechanisms of 

Disease in Radboud University Nijmegen, the Netherlands. During his master’s studies he did 

two research internships. The first internship was performed in the lab of Prof. Frans Russel at the 

Department of Molecular Pharmacology & Toxicology at the Nijmegen Centre for Molecular Life 

Sciences, concerning urate transporters in kidney cells. Thereafter, he did a second internship in 

the lab of Prof. Eric Biessen at the Division of therapeutic gene modulation & Biopharmaceutics 

of the Leiden/Amsterdam Centre for Drug Research (LACDR) in Leiden University, about the role 

of macrophage apoptosis in the development and progression of atherosclerosis.

After successfully obtaining his MSc in October 2007, Ghaith embarked on his PhD research 

at the lab of Prof. Martien Kapsenberg and Dr. Esther de Jong at the Academic Medical Center 

of the University of Amsterdam. The results of his work are described in this thesis. In August 

2012, he started working as post-doctoral fellow in the group of Prof. Jolanda de Vries and Prof. 

Carl Figdor at the Nijmegen Centre for Molecular Life Sciences, on developing new strategies 

for dendritic cell-based immunotherapy of melanoma.
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