
UvA-DARE is a service provided by the library of the University of Amsterdam (https://dare.uva.nl)

UvA-DARE (Digital Academic Repository)

Responding to HIV in Malawi: towards a continuum of care

Weigel, R.

Publication date
2012

Link to publication

Citation for published version (APA):
Weigel, R. (2012). Responding to HIV in Malawi: towards a continuum of care. [Thesis, fully
internal, Universiteit van Amsterdam].

General rights
It is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the author(s)
and/or copyright holder(s), other than for strictly personal, individual use, unless the work is under an open
content license (like Creative Commons).

Disclaimer/Complaints regulations
If you believe that digital publication of certain material infringes any of your rights or (privacy) interests, please
let the Library know, stating your reasons. In case of a legitimate complaint, the Library will make the material
inaccessible and/or remove it from the website. Please Ask the Library: https://uba.uva.nl/en/contact, or a letter
to: Library of the University of Amsterdam, Secretariat, Singel 425, 1012 WP Amsterdam, The Netherlands. You
will be contacted as soon as possible.

Download date:24 May 2023

https://dare.uva.nl/personal/pure/en/publications/responding-to-hiv-in-malawi-towards-a-continuum-of-care(54265205-3649-42d9-981c-486fab89be4b).html


125

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 

To all patients that have provided information for this work. I shall never forget the faces behind the numbers 

presented here.   

To all staff and volunteers at Lighthouse- you made me feel part of you so that Malawi became a home for me 

and my family. To Dr Sam Phiri, Director of Lighthouse Trust, who supported me throughout. Your leadership 

was indispensible for this work- thank you, Sam.  

To my colleagues I was fortunate to work with at Lighthouse and who had major influence on my thinking: 

Matt Boxshall, Hannock Tweya, Mina Hosseinipour and Caryl Feldacker. Thank you for the numerous 

discussions we had and your critical reflection; through you I learned a lot. 

To my paediatric colleagues in Lilongwe, Charles Mwansambo, Peter Kazembe and Portia Kamthuzi. Your 

vision, work and advice allowed me to better understand the needs of children and parents- I always felt I am 

speaking to friends in minds- sometimes you were my last resort.  

To my colleagues at the HIV department of the Ministry of Health in Malawi, Tony Harries, Andreas Jahn, 

Simon Makombe, Erik Schouten and Eustice Mhango. You taught me how to set priorities and to put 

observations into perspective. Your tireless work will always be a great example for me. 

To Matthias Egger and Olivia Keiser in Berne for sharing your expertise in data management and analysis- 

without your help this thesis would not have happened. 

To my promoter Prof Bernard Brabin at LSTM for the encouragement to start writing and support in finalising 

this thesis. Your mentorship is invaluable. Thank you also Prof Bob Colebunders, my co-promoter. You were 

there when I needed you.   

Finally, a special thank you to my family.  My parents, my grandparents, my wife Jacqueline and my children 

Jan and Doreen – you have all helped me in your special ways.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
 

Ralf Weigel is a clinical Lecturer at the Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine (LSTM) and honorary Consultant 

at the Royal Liverpool Children’s Hospital. At LSTM he runs the Masters course in Tropical and Infectious 

Diseases. 

Between 2002 and 2010 he provided technical assistance to the Ministry of Health in Malawi as a clinical 

advisor to the Lighthouse Trust, a major provider of HIV related services in the public sector. He worked 

clinically and supported the Ministry of Health in supervision, mentoring and policy development during the 

scale up of antiretroviral treatment (ART) with a focus on paediatric ART, TB, PMTCT and linkage between 

these services.  During this time, he was supported by the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation 

and Development through the Centre for international Migration and Development (CIM). 

He is interested in operational research, focussing at service integration and linkages, and evaluation of new 

approaches to treatment and care in resource poor settings. In teaching he aims to apply novel methods to 

enhance students’ learning experience.   

Ralf was awarded a doctoral degree in Germany (Dr. med.) in 1996, qualified as paediatrician in 1998 at the 

Charité- Hospital in Berlin, and holds an MSc in Infectious Diseases from LSHTM, London.    

 




