
UvA-DARE is a service provided by the library of the University of Amsterdam (https://dare.uva.nl)

UvA-DARE (Digital Academic Repository)

Novel biomarkers in the pathogenesis of placental malaria in sub-Saharan Africa

Owens, S.

Publication date
2012

Link to publication

Citation for published version (APA):
Owens, S. (2012). Novel biomarkers in the pathogenesis of placental malaria in sub-Saharan
Africa. [Thesis, fully internal, Universiteit van Amsterdam]. Rozenberg.

General rights
It is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the author(s)
and/or copyright holder(s), other than for strictly personal, individual use, unless the work is under an open
content license (like Creative Commons).

Disclaimer/Complaints regulations
If you believe that digital publication of certain material infringes any of your rights or (privacy) interests, please
let the Library know, stating your reasons. In case of a legitimate complaint, the Library will make the material
inaccessible and/or remove it from the website. Please Ask the Library: https://uba.uva.nl/en/contact, or a letter
to: Library of the University of Amsterdam, Secretariat, Singel 425, 1012 WP Amsterdam, The Netherlands. You
will be contacted as soon as possible.

Download date:24 May 2023

https://dare.uva.nl/personal/pure/en/publications/novel-biomarkers-in-the-pathogenesis-of-placental-malaria-in-subsaharan-africa(b1e61451-21cc-4828-bad6-a3f411856c99).html


168

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 

I am grateful to the staff and patients of the Komfo Anokye Teaching Hospital for 
taking part in this research. I learned a great deal from them. 

 

Thanks too to Prof. Brabin without whose continued inspiration and mentorship this 
thesis would never have been completed. 

 

Thanks most of all to my wife Liz and our children Molly and Sam, for their love, 
support and patience during these last years. I owe them so much time. 

 

Financial support for the field and laboratory work described in this thesis was 
derived from the European Commission Research Directorates General Fifth 
Framework grant (contract PREMA-EU-ICA4CT-2001–1110012). 

 

 

CURRICULUM VITAE 
 
The author was born in Liverpool, England in 1974. He was educated at St Edward's 
College, Liverpool and the University of Edinburgh where he graduated with a degree 
in Medicine and Surgery in 1998. At medical school he developed an interest in 
paediatrics and in international child health, with periods of elective study in Mumbai, 
India under the supervision of Dr William Cutting (University of Edinburgh), and in 
Kilifi, Kenya under the supervision of Prof. Kevin Marsh (Wellcome Trust). 
 
Following graduation and completion of pre-registration House posts, he began basic 
specialist training in paediatrics in Glasgow and Edinburgh, leading to his admission 
to the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health in 2002. He then interrupted 
clinical training to take a place at the Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine to study 
for a Masters degree in Tropical Paediatrics. In 2003, he graduated with distinction 
and was awarded the Matthew Luwiya Prize for his dissertation on the effects of 
placental malaria and micronutrient deficiencies on transplacental immunoglobulin 
transfer. The following year, he stayed on at the School as an honorary research 
fellow with the Child and Reproductive Health Group headed by Prof. Brabin and 
carried out research on the diagnosis of tuberculosis in children in Uganda, under the 
supervision of Dr Brian Coulter.  
 
In 2004, he took up a career development fellowship with the Nutrition Programme of 
Medical Research Council (MRC) Laboratories, The Gambia, under the supervision 
of Prof. Prentice. Here he carried out a large randomised controlled trial of 
periconceptional multiple micronutrient supplementation, assessing its effects on 
various markers of placental function and fetal growth [ISRCTN 13687662]. This 
work is still ongoing. 
 
Since returning to the UK in 2008, he has continued specialist training in paediatrics 
in the Northern Deanery, sub-specialising in immunology, infectious diseases and 
allergy. He is currently working clinically in paediatric infectious diseases at St. 
George's Hospital and the Evelina Children’s Hospital, London and has recently been 
appointed to an academic clinical lectureship at the University of Newcastle, funded 
by the National Institute for Health Research. Within this post he intends to continue 
research on the effects of maternal undernutrition and infection on fetal development, 
with a particular focus on infant immunological outcomes. 
 




