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PROPOSITIONS 
 

Supplement to the thesis:  
Being in Place, Citizenship in Long-term Mental Healthcare 

 
1. Autonomy and independence are not the best ideals for people with long-term 

and severe mental health problems (this thesis). 
2. It can be good for long-term clients to enter into personal relationships with 

their care professionals. It can therefore also be good for professionals to permit 
these kind of relationships to be established (this thesis). 

3. Daily hassles are both the most important opportunities ánd obstructions to the 
citizenship of clients of long-term mental healthcare (this thesis). 

4. Chatting with your cashier is an important civic act (this thesis). 
5. A rhubarb can be enough to keep a client from falling out-of-place (this thesis). 
6. Recycling is part of consumption, consumption is part of citizenship, and 

citizenship is part of recycling (this thesis). 
7. We have normality, anything you still can't cope with is therefore your own 

problem (Douglas Adams). 
8. The self-assertive shrillness of protest arises, because the facts of 

incommensurability ensure that protestors can never win an argument; the 
indignant self-righteousness of protest arises because the facts of 
incommensurability ensure equally that protestors can never lose an argument 
either (Alisdair MacIntyre). 

9. The problem with philosophers is that because their jobs are so hard they drink 
a lot of coffee and thus use in their arguments an inordinate quantity of pots, 
mugs, and jugs (Bruno Latour).  

10. Qualitative research is at its most interesting, not when it inventories the 
qualities of entities, but when it shows how qualities are enacted and dissolved.  

 
Sabine Ootes 


