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Notes on Transliteration, Translation and Geographical Names 
 

This dissertation contains an analysis of the history and memorialisation of the camp Maly 

Trostenets and the forest Blagovshchina. Even though both sites are located in Belarus, I have 

decided to make use of the Russian transliteration of the names: Maly Trostenets instead of the 

Belarusian Maly Trastianets and Blagovshchina instead of the Belarusian Blahoushchyna and 

Shashkova instead of the Belarusian Shashkouka. Although the use of a particular language 

could be viewed as a political statement, it is important to note that the aforementioned decision 

to use the Russian transliteration is not intended as such. The use of Belarusian transliteration 

of the names has only very recently started and are therefore not commonly used. Because the 

camp’s name is referred to using many different spellings (Maly Trostinec, Maly Trostinets, 

Maly Trostenez, Maly Trastsianets, and even Mala Trostinets), which depends on the origin of 

the person who transliterated it, the use of this particular transliteration is merely intended to 

ensure uniformity and improve readability.  

 For the purpose of clarifying the relevant geographical sites, it should be noted that when 

reference is made to Belarus, this should be read as a reference to the present-day territory of 

Belarus. This means that Belarus can refer to the period under Nazi occupation when the 

territory was known as Generalbezirk Weissruthenien as part of Generalgouvernement Ostland; 

to the Soviet Republic, the BSSR (Belarusian Soviet Socialist Republic, or Belorusskaia 

Sovetskaia Socialisticheskaia Respublika); or the Republic of Belarus (Respublika Belarus) 

since the fall of the Soviet Union. 

Because of the changes in territory in the vicinity of Belarus and therewith nationalities, 

the way in which a relevant individual regards him- or herself is taken into account and reflected 

in the language used. For example, if in 1938 a citizen of the former Polish town of Baranowicze 

did not necessarily regard him- or herself as a Soviet citizen, because this territory only became 

part of the Soviet Union in 1939, this citizen will be referred to as being Polish. Regarding other 

geographical names, use is made of the name referenced in the source. Alternatively, use is 

made of the contemporary geographical names as much as possible: for example, reference is 

made to the “deportees from Brno from the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia” when 

referring to the period during the Nazi-occupation. 

As regards transliterations from Russian in general, the modified Library of Congress 

transliteration system is used. The translations in this study are my own, except where indicated 

otherwise.  


