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Propositions
belonging to the thesis

‘The protein C system and venous thromboembolism in reproduction: 
pathophysiology, epidemiology and diagnosis’

 
1. The Factor V Leiden mutation provided sufficient survival and/or 

reproductive benefit for its carriers to offset its negative evolutionary 
implications. - This thesis

2. The Factor V Leiden mutation has a beneficial fecundity phenotype in 
both female and male human heterozygous carriers. - This thesis

3. Increase in circulating activated protein C, although a theoretical 
consequence of many inherited thrombophilias, is not substantial 

under physiological conditions. - This thesis
4. The protein C system is essential for embryonic development, healthy 

gestation and adult survival in mice. - This thesis
5. Pregnant women should be viewed as a distinct clinical subgroup 

when it comes to the diagnosis of venous thromboembolism. In 
case of suspicion of either deep venous thrombosis or pulmonary 
embolism, imaging should be applied as first-line test for lack of 

evidence on triage tests. - This thesis
6. The evidence on the two available options for diagnosing pulmonary 

embolism in pregnant women is of low quality, but both lung 
scintigraphy and computed tomography pulmonary angiography are 

safe in terms of diagnostic performance. - This thesis
7. Despite sex-differences in various aspects of the condition, diagnostic 

algorithms for pulmonary embolism do not perform differently in 
women and men. - This thesis

8. A wise man apportions his beliefs to the evidence. - David Hume
9. Wisconsin, wo liegt das eigentlich? - Der Bruno Stroszek (Werner 

Herzog 1977)
10. Ik heb het nog nooit gedaan, dus ik denk dat ik het wel kan. - Pippi 

Langkous (Astrid Lindgren 1945)
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