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Appendix C: Scenarios used in Study 5.2 

 

Beltway Scenario (left-wing voters) 

 In the second part of this study we are interested in your opinion on local political 

affairs. Local political institutions like the city council and the district  council often make 

decisions that directly affect your personal life. Please imagine the following situation: there 

are plans for a new beltway around your hometown. The planned trajectory of this beltway 

runs right next to the residential area where you live. It is to be expected that there will be an 

increase of traffic  noise as a result of the beltway. In addition, large parts of the green areas 

around your house will disappear, along with the attractive view you currently have. 

However, the reasons to construct the beltway are quite important according to the local 

authorities. The outdated road network in and around town causes a lot of traffic jams, 

resulting in lower air quality and excessive traffic noise. Furthermore, local shopkeepers 

complain about poor accessibility. 

 Imagine that in the local political system there are four parties, which all have a point 

of view on this topic. Below you will find an overview. 

 Green Social: This plan is totally unacceptable. A new beltway would only lead to 

more air and noise pollution. Our local inhabitants  and the natural environment should not be 

the sacrificed by these politicians who are only after money and status.  

 Citizens Party: We are against the construction of the beltway in its current form. 

However, we do see the need to improve the current situation. If a beltway would be built, we 

should really try to limit the consequences for people and environment. 

 Local Progress: We think this beltway is economically necessary. Alternatives have 

already been considered, and the current plan is by far the cheapest solution. The money 

saved this way can be used to facilitate a tax cut for local residents. 
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 Economy and Democracy: This beltway is essential and needs to be built. Without it 

our town will enter a downward spiral, and companies will leave. Nobody benefits from this, 

so the local residents will also have to accept this situation. 

 

Homeless shelter scenario (right-wing voters) 

 In the second part of this study we are interested in your opinion about local political 

affairs. Local political institutions like the city council and the district council often make 

decisions that directly affect your personal life. Please imagine the following situation: there 

are plans for a new homeless shelter in your hometown. The planned location of this shelter is 

in the residential area where you live. It is to be expected that the flow of homeless people to 

your area will cause quite a nuisance. In addition, the value of your house could potentially 

drop as a result of the nearby shelter. However, the reasons to construct the shelter are quite 

important  for the local authorities. The town center has been plagued for years by a group of 

homeless people, leading to annoyances and increased crime rates. Furthermore, local 

shopkeepers complain about a deteriorating image of the shopping area. 

 Imagine that in the local political system there are four parties, which all have a point 

of view on this topic. 

 Green Social: This shelter is essential. Without it the homeless people will suffer 

badly, especially during winter. The local residents already have a house, so they should not 

complain. 

 Citizens Party: We think this shelter is necessary for the health of the homeless 

people. Alternatives have already been considered, and the current plan is the most humane 

solution by far. In addition, we could see whether the homeless could provide helpful services 

to the neighborhood. 


