UNIVERSITY OF AMSTERDAM
X

UvA-DARE (Digital Academic Repository)

Historical recipes for preparatory layers for oil paintings in manuals, manuscripts
and handbooks in North West Europe, 1650-1900: analysis and reconstructions

Stols-Witlox, M.J.N.

Publication date
2014

Link to publication

Citation for published version (APA):

Stols-Witlox, M. J. N. (2014). Historical recipes for preparatory layers for oil paintings in
manuals, manuscripts and handbooks in North West Europe, 1550-1900: analysis and
reconstructions. [Thesis, externally prepared, Universiteit van Amsterdam].

General rights

It is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the author(s)
and/or copyright holder(s), other than for strictly personal, individual use, unless the work is under an open
content license (like Creative Commons).

Disclaimer/Complaints regulations

If you believe that digital publication of certain material infringes any of your rights or (privacy) interests, please
let the Library know, stating your reasons. In case of a legitimate complaint, the Library will make the material
inaccessible and/or remove it from the website. Please Ask the Library: https://uba.uva.nl/en/contact, or a letter
to: Library of the University of Amsterdam, Secretariat, P.O. Box 19185, 1000 GD Amsterdam, The Netherlands.
You will be contacted as soon as possible.

UVA-DARE is a service provided by the library of the University of Amsterdam (https://dare.uva.nl)
Download date:10 Apr 2026


https://handle.uba.uva.nl/personal/pure/en/publications/historical-recipes-for-preparatory-layers-for-oil-paintings-in-manuals-manuscripts-and-handbooks-in-north-west-europe-15501900-analysis-and-reconstructions(d857e372-47a7-4afe-aa70-df209368ee9d).html

Appendix 4

Summary details of recipes for preparatory layers 1400-1550

4.a Recipes for the preparation of panel for painting, 1400-1550
source country support repair smoothing sizing layer smoothing first ground layer smoothing isolation layer second ground layer ~ smoothing
Bolognese ms. Italy 3-4 coats very hot gesso with warm water  scrape gesso sottile with rasp
1400-1500 glue (x 1) clear size (10x if
(Merrifield 1849 necessary, with
(1999): 594-5) brush)
Cennini c. 1400 Italy fill knots with leaf scrape (knife) sheep parchment  Scrape, cover with  gesso grosso and size (x  scrape with gesso sottile and size  scrape with the
(Frezzato 2003: glue and sawdust clippings glue x 3,  pieces of linen 3-4, with soft bristle iron spatula (x min. 8, first edge of a palet
142-8)749 (smooth down with with large soft soaked in glue. brush) massaged in with the knife
wooden slice), brush Scrape with knife fingers, other layers
cover nails with tin shaped like spatula with brush)
foil and glue
Cennini c. 1400 Italy size 2-3 gesso sottile
(Frezzato 2003:
147)
Filarete (Antonio Italy panel wel gessoed Polished well glue oil, lead white or
Averlino) 1452-62 other colour (x 1)
(Van de Graaf
1958: 112)
‘Liber Germ soak with parchment paint glue, chalk (x 6, scrape
illuministarum' any clippings glue (x 10 first layer applied with smooth with
c. 1500 (Bartl et or more, until wood the hand, dab spatula or

al. 2005: 171-
174, 182)

smooth, applied
warm to warm
panel, with hand or
brush. First layer
heated most.)

subsequent layers on
with a bristle brush,
each layer more chalk,
last layer so thick that
it hardly leaves the
brush)

sharp knife,
then rub with
horsetail.

9 Translation of the recipe from Thomson 1960: 73
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4.b Recipes for the preparation of canvas for painting, 1400-1550

source country support smoothing sizing layer smoothing first ground layer smoothing isolation layer
repair
Cennini c. 1400 (Frezzato Italy size without gesso (with blunt soft gesso sottile, little starch or  scrape with a pen
2003: 182) bristle brush, applied on both sides sugar, size (applied with knife knife
if you paint on both sides) with straight blade)
Liber illuministarum' c. 1500 Germany flour, wood glue

(Bartl et al. 2005: 184-5)

white

oil
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