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¢xdoomn twv ymeakwv lpaktikwv tov E° Evpwraikol Xvve-

Odplov NeoeAAnVika)v ZTovdWV CUUTIITITEL UE TNV ELKOOTI) ETE-
Telo ™G 8puong to 1995 ov ABnva t™¢ Evpwmaiknig Etaipeiag
NeoeAAnvikwv Zmovdwv (EENX).

Méoa otnv eikoocaetia 1995-2015, n EENX métuxe va akoAov-
BnoeL oTabepd TOUG GTOXOVG IOV TEOM KAV PE TNV (5pLOT| TNG KL va
Slopyavwoel, HeTadV GAAwY, TEVTE SLeBV CLVESPLA VEOEAA VKWV
OTOVSWV O€ TEVTE SLAPOPETIKEG EVPWTIAIKEG TIAVETILOTULOVTIO-
Aets. MMapdAAnAa, €é6ece o€ kukAo@opia ta [pakTikd Twv ev Adyw
ouvvedpiwv G, Ta omola, padll pe ta lpaktikd tov E” Evpwmraikov
Zvuvedplov NeoeAnvikwv Zmovdwv, amaptifouv 17 TOHOLG TwWV
12.500 mepimov ceAibwv.

To Sudpxelag tecoapwv nuepwv E” Evpwmaiko Zuvédpilo Neog-
AMVIK®OV ZTOVSWV TPAYUATOTTOMONKE oo TIS 2 £ws TIS 5 OKTWw-
Bplov 2014 otn Osooaiovikn, pe OEpa Zuvéyeieg, aovvéyeleg, pnéeig
O0TOV EAANVIKOG KoOouo (1204-2014): oikovoula, kowvwvia, totopla,
Aoyoteyvia.

Zmv oTtopia Twv SteBvwv ouveSplwv VEOEAANVIK®WV 6TIOVS WV ATtO
70 TéAog Tov B’ IMaykoopiov [oAépov éwg onuepa, To E" Evpwmaiko
TUVESPLO ATIOTEAEDE TO HEYRAVTEPO GE APLOUO CUUUETOXWV LE ELOT)-
YNOELG. ZUYKEKPLUEVA, TIpayHatoTomBnkayv 357 avaKolwoeLlg, o€
95 GUVOAIKA CUVESPLACELS, ATIO EPEVVNTEG, OL OTIO(OL TIPOEPYOVTAV
amd mévte nmelpovg. H mAsoymeia Twv ocuveSpwv avike oe Tave-
TIOTH UL KO EPEVVTITIKOUGS (POPEIS EVPWTIATKWV XWPWV.!

Kawortopia, e€dAAov, otnv omola mpoxwpnoe 1o E” Evpwmaiko
TuvéSplo NeoeAANVIK®WV ZTTOVS WV, ATTOTEAETE TO YEYOVOGS OTLN EENZ
(PPOVTIOE, WOTE 1) EMAOYT TOV YeVIKOU BEpatog va mpowBnoeL
SLEVPUHEVT) GUUUETOXT) EPEVVI TWV ATIO TOUG KAASOUG TG OLKOVOUIXG,
NG KOW®VLIOAOYING KL TWV TIOALTIKWV ETOTNHWV. Elval yvwotd 6Tt
1N EENZ, 161 and to A’ Evpwmaiko Zuvédplo NeoeAANVIKWY ZToOuSwv
Tov Slopydvwaoe Tov Oxktwfplo Tov 1998 oto BepoAivo, utootnpilet

1 Ta mpoypappata tov I, A" kat E” Zuvedpiov ¢ EENZ, ta kelpeva twv avakot-
vwoewv Tov I’ Tuvedpiov kat ta Ymnerakd Mpaktikd tov A" kat E” Zuvedpiov g
EENZX eival mpootta otov otdtomo g EENE (www.eens.org) kal Tpoc@Epouv
OTOV eVSLAPEPOUEVO PLA TIPWTN EVTUTIWON Yot TNV €EEALEN TIOU £XOUV OUELWOEL
KQTA To TEAEvTAiX XPOVIA Ol VEOEAANVIKEG OTIOUSEG WG YVWOTIKO/EPELVITIKO
QVTIKElpEVoO.
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To (TNHA TNG SIETMOTNHOVIKOTNTAG OTLS EMUEPOVS ELSIKOTNTES, OL
OTIO(EG GUYKPOTOUV TO €UPV PAGUA TWV VEOEAANVIKWV GTIOVSWYV,
1000 010 TEeSl0 TG TAVETIOTNULIAKNS StdaokaAlag 660 kAl 0TV
épeuva.

INUeEpQ, OKTW PNVES HETA TN AN Twv epyactwv tov E’ Zuvedpl-
ov ™G EENZ, elpaote otnv evyxdplotn B€on va avaptriiooOvUE 6TO
Awadixtvo ta llpaktika tov E' Evpwnaikot Zvvedpiov NeoeAAnvikwv
Zmovdwv oe pop@n Ymelako BiAiov (e-book). Ta ymeraxda
[paktikd tov E’ Zuvedplov amotedovvtal amd mévte topovs. H
mpocBaon ota ymerakd [paktika tov E” Zuvedpilov, 6TwG kat ota
[Mpaktikd Tov A’ Zuvedplov g EENE, eivat eAeBepn).?

Kd&Be top06 twv Mpaktikwyv gxel avtoter) oeAtdapiOunon. O mi-
VKOG TIEPLEXOUEVVY TOV TOUOU TIPOTACCETAL, EVW 0TO TEAOG KAOE
TOHOL KaTtaxwpilovTal Kal oL TIVUKEG TWV TIEPLEXOUEVWV TWV TEC-
0ApWV GAA®V TOPWV TPoG SlevkOALVVOT TwV peAeTnTwV. Elval gvu-
vONTOo OTL N YM@LaKn Hop@T] TwV TEVTE TOUWY TwV [IpaKTIKWV TOU
E’ Evpwnaixot Zvvedpiov NeoeAAnvikwv Zmovdwv Ba e§ummpetioel
TOKIAOTPOTIWG TOUG EPEVVNTEG TIOV B AVATPEEOUV O€ AUTA.

H ymaoaxn ékdoon twv Illpaktikwv tov E’ Evpwnaikot Xvvedpiov
NeoeAnvikav Zmovdwv g EENZ mpaypatomonnke pe v owo-
VOUK apwyn tov Idpupatog Iwavvouv &. KwotomovAov. TN v
NOKN KAl EPTTPAKTT AUTH VTTOGTIPLEN EVOG LOLWTIKOV (POPEN TTPOG TIG
VEOEAMNVIKEG 0TtoLdEG ekpdlovpe otn AevBuvon tov I§pvpatog
Iwavvouv ®. KwoTtomovAov Beppég evyaplotieg ek pépoug tov Alot-
KkntkoL XuppovAiov g EENZ kot ek HEPOUG TWV GLVESPWV IOV
élaBav pépog oto E" Eupwmaikd Zuvédplo NeoeAANVIK®V ZTOUSwV.

‘Ocov agopd Ta opyavwTIKa BEpata, Wlaitepa Ba n0eda va gv-
XAPLOTNOW €K HEPOVG TOU AlolknTikoL ZupfovAiov s EENE, aAAd
KOl 0€ TPOOWTLKO eMimeS0, TOUG cLVASEAPOLS Mapia Axpitidov
(Kévtpo EAAnvikng Mwooag) kat Taco A. KamAavn (AplotoTtéAelo
[Mavemiotpio Oeococarovikng). H ouvexng, cuvem g Kat TOAVTIAEL-
PN CUUTIAPAOTACY TOUG GE OAX TA EMIOTNUOVIKNG KL TPAKTIKNG
@UOEWG {NTNUATA TIOU QVTILETWTIOAUE, OLUVEBAAE EVEPYETIKA

2 T ta Bépata twv ponyovpevwy Zuvedpiwv ¢ EENZ, yia Toug ToTouS Kat yia
TG NUepoUNVies SteEaywyng Toug, OTWGS Kal Y T aplOUNTIKE 0TOLXEl OXETIKA
LE TIG CUUHUETOXEG KAL TIG AVAKOWVWOELS IOV TIPAyHAToTIomOnKav o€ autd, BA.
Tov [IpoAoyo ota Ymeakda lpaktikd tov A’ Evpwmnaikov Yuvedpiov NeoeAAnvikwy
Zmovswv.
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OTNV KATA TO SUVATOV ATIOTEAECUATIKOTEPT ATIOS00T) TWV EPYATL-
WV TOL Zuvedpiov KoL 6TV 0pOBOTEPT CLYKPOTNOT TWV YNPLAKWDV
[MpakTikwv.

Avadoyeg evyaplotieg opeilovpe otn ovvaded@o lewpyia Pa-
plvou-Madauatdapn, pédog g Opyavwtikig Emitpommg (Aploto-
TéAelo Tlavemomuio OecoAAOVIKNG), KAl GTOV GUVTOVIOTH TNG
OpyavwTtikng Emitpomng, ouvaded@o Anuntpn Xrauatomrovio (Ma-
vemiotio Makedoviag), yia T cupfoAn Toug otV apTLoTEPT 0p-
Yavwon kat v eupubun Steaywyn tov Xuvedplov.

Zta 21 péAn g Siebvoug Emompovikng Emitpomg tov E” Zu-
vedplov ekppaletn EENX T1g suxaplotieg g, 510TL KaBe peAog ep-
YAOTNKE VTTOSELYUATIKA, EAEYXOVTAG KAL ETAEYOVTAS TIG ALTNOELS
oL VTTOBANONKAV Yl cuppeTOXN He avakoivwor oto E’ Evpwmai-
k0 Zuvédplo g EENZ.2 ZuvoAikd, Sev eykpiOnke KATLALyOTEPO ATTO
70 20% Twv TpoTAcewVv oL VoA BNKav. Ta amoteAéopatTa Tov
Tuvedpiov, OTWG AV TA AELOAOYBNKAV OE LA TIPWTN (PACT] KL ALTIE-
ooV VoA aTd TNV MAELYN @l TwV CLVESPWY, ATIOTEAOVV
™ SIKalwoT Tov EMITTOVOL £pYOU TIOV ETILTEAECAV TA PEAN TG EmL-
otnpovikng Emitpomg mpog 6@eAog TG S1eBvolg KOVOTNTAG TWV
ouvvéSpwyv Tov E’ Evpwmaikol Zuvedpiov NeoeAANVIKWV ZTTOVSWV.
BeBaiwg, Ta tedika amotedéopata tov E* Zuvedplov Ba kplBovv
aTd To TEPLEXOUEVO TWV YM@Lakwy [TpakTikwy Tov Sivoupe onpe-
pa otn dnpoolotnTa.

Emtiong, otoug cuvadéd@ovug ov pav uépog oto E” Tuvédplo
™¢ EENZ, eite w¢ elonyntég elte w§ akpoATEG, KAl OTOVG TPOE-
Spoug Twv 95 cuvedpLwy, oL oToleg TpaypatomoOnkav ot Sidp-
KELX TOU ZuveSplov, XpWOTOVUE XAPLTEG KL EVXAPLOTIES.

Oa Ntav, OUwG, TTapdAerm, av dev voypapupiape T cupuBoAn
TV THpaKATw ovvepyatwv TG EENE oe 6,TL éxeL oxéon pe v
KaAUTEPT SLEVOETNON TWV TEXVIKWV INTNUATWY TOV apopovV TNV
mposTolpaoia, T Stefaywyn kat TNV oAoKANpwon €vog SteBvoug
ouvedplov.

Ot evxaploties pag amevbVvovtatl otov Niko Toviavdpn (Ila-
piol), otov ekmaldevtiko Ipnyopio Kwtota (Tov a@oolwUEVo GL-
vepydtn amd to 2002 yia Ta TEXVIKA {NTHHATA TOV LOTOTOTIOV TG

3 Zmv owela B¢omn k&Be topov twv Ynelakwv Mpaktikwv tov E” Tuvedpiov g
EENZ, tpwv amé tov [IpdAoyo, kataxwpiletal o KatdAoyos Twv pedwv ¢ Emo-
povikng EmitpoTg.
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EENZX oto BepoAivo), kat otoug cuvadéd@oug Evavbia IMamagvubu-
uiov xat MavAo Baoideladn (Oecoaiovikn), Tov emwuicOnkav tnv
evBUVN ™G Mpappateiag Tov Zuvedpiov.

['la T ovykpo™on Twv Ymelakwyv [paktikwv tov E’ Zuvedpiov
™G EENX o@eidovpe EexwploTég Kal 0A00epIES EUXAPLOTIEG OTOVG
ovvepyates Tov Kévrpov Bulavtivwv, Kumplakwyv kot NeoeAAnvi-
kwv Zmovdwv ¢ [pavadag (lomavia), cuvadédgovg lavayiwta
HamadomovAov kal Jorge Lemus Pérez. H emoTNLOVIKY] KOWVOTNTA
Hog Ba gxel Eva xpnoLo epyadeio €pevvag xdpn otov poxbo mov
€XoLV eTeVEVOEL KAL OL V0 TNV ETUEANLEVT) ELPAVIOT) TWV YN PL-
akwv [Ipaktikwv Tov E’ Xuvedplov.

Tédog, otov I'evikd AlevbBuvT Kot 6€ OA0 TO TPOCWTIKO TOU
Grand Hotel Palace otn Ogcoalovikn, ot aibovoeg Tou omolov
@LlogevnOnkav ol epyaacies Touv E” Eupwmaikoy Tuvedpiov Neog-
ANVIK®OV ZTOVSWV, EKQEPACOVE TIG EVYXAPLOTIEG LG YLK TNV APLOTY
VTIOSOUT] KAl TNV TAPASELYUATIKN VTTOOTNPLEN IOV TIPOCEPEPQY,
TPOKELLEVOL 1 Sle§arywyr) Tov Zuvedpiov va efediyBel pe akpifela
KOl GUVETIELX.

Avatpgyovtag onv €wg onuepa elkooastn otopia g EENE,
LE LKAVOTIOMOT TTAPAKOAOVOOUE TNV AVAYVW®PLOT] TNG WG LOXAOV
oTnV Tpoomadelx va TpowbNnBovv SleBvwG oL VEOEAANVIKEG GTIOV-
8€¢, yeyovog movu emifefatwvetal Kat amod to {wnpo evilagEépov
IOV TIPOKAAOVV O€ OAEG TIG NTEIPOVS TA AVA TETPAETIN CLVESPLA
™G ZNUAVTIKY, €MioNG, VTMPEE KATA T TEAEVTAlA £TN 1) CUUBOAY)
™¢ EENX omv mpoomabela Stdowong TUNMUATWY VEOEAANVIKWV
OTIOVSWV O€ EVPWTATKA TAVETILON LA, KABWS KAl 6TV Tpowon-
OT] VEWV EPELVITWV, UE GTOXO TNV ETTAYYEAUATIKI] ATOKATACTAON
TovG. Xtoug tedevtaiovg 1 EENZ éumpakta mpooépepe TNV vTO-
oTNPLEN ToV XPELdlovTav 08 BEUATA VTTOTPOPLWOV KAL GE CUVAEPN
(NTNHATA EPEVVNTIKWV TIPOYPAUUATWV.

['la Tov Adyo autd, dAAwote, 1 EENZ €xel e@appooel wg apyn,
Nn6n amo6 1o A" Evpwmaiko ZuvéSplo NeoeAAnvikwv ZmTouvdwy Tov
1998 oto BepoAivo, kat @povtilel va poo@épel ™ SuvatoTnTa
0€ VEOUG EPEVVNTEG VA CUUUETACYOVV WG ELOYNTES 0TA ZVVESPLA
™G, oUHPWVA UE TOUG KABLEpWUEVOUG KAVOVES aElOAGYNONG Kol
EMAOYNG TWV SNAWOEWV GUUUETOXNG ATIO TV approdia Emiotnpo-
vikn Emtpomn. A0t pe Tov TpOTOo auTo SlveTal 1) vkalpla o€ ve-
0UG EPEVLVNTEG VA TIPOBAAOLV TO ETLOTNLOVIKO TIPOPIA TOUG ATt TO
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Brua pag S1eBvolg emoTNHOVIKNG SLopydvwong, Kal va EpBouv o€
ETIAPT] LE ELOIKOVG OT EMIPEPOVG TIESIX Epevvag Kal SISaokaAlag
TWV VEOEAANVIK®OV OTIOVSWV.

210 MAQIOL0 UTO, TIPOEXEL VA TIPOXWPT)OOVIE OE UL OT)ULAVTIKT
Kol eMPePANUEVN Ao TA TPAYHATA TIAEOV OTJUEPX EKSOTLKY] TIPO-
omadela. Na mpaypatomow)oovpe, SnAadn, ™ okéPm mov Slatu-
TWOAUE E6W KAL LEPIKA XPOVLIA YLK TO EMEYOV {1 TNHA IOV QVTLUE-
TWToVV S1EBVWG 0L VEOEAANVIKEG OTIOVSEG: TNV EAAEWYM EVOGS Y-
@KoV TePLoSIKOU VEOEAANVIKWVY oTIoudwV, pe Stebvn xapaktipa
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Cultural transfers and social ruptures in Venetian Crete:
dowries of distinguished cittadini
in seventeenth-century Candia

Tatiana Markaki *

This paper explores the material goods of dowries assigned to
brides in seventeenth-century Candia (modern Heraklion). It fo-
cusses on the ones consumed by the upper segment of the middle
social stratum of cittadini (citizens), i. e. doctors, pharmacists, sec-
retaries, rich merchants and the like. The study is based on notarial
records of the state archives of Venice consisting of 70 marriage
agreements and inventories of movable property. This choice was
partly prescribed by the fact that these primary sources have not
been examined analytically on a broad scale, although they pro-
vide a tremendous amount of relevant information.! The inves-
tigated documents concern all social strata of Candia and were
drawn up between 1600-1645 in order to determine and safeguard
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the dowry assigned.?

Aim of the investigation is to explore how the dowry movables
expressed social ruptures or practices of cultural exchange® and
rapprochement. In order to reach this aim, I examine systematically
the material choices of eminent cittadini jointly with the phenom-
enon of vivere civilmente, i. e. the urban way of living. How did the
choices of these people differentiate from those of other non elite
members? How did these choices approach the ones of the elite?
To what extent were there practices of appropriation, emulation or
cultural exchange visible in these marital choices?

Differentiation and rapprochement occurred in many ways. In
this brief account I will focus only on certain practices, cases, cate-
gories of material goods and items. Female clothing will, particular-
ly, be presented, as this was the most important category of goods
in the non elite dowries in Candia.

Before answering these questions, some information about the
urban setting and the socioeconomic context to which this study
refers is indispensable. Candia, the administrative, economic and
cultural centre of Venetian Crete, formed the keystone of socio-
economic life on the island during the four centuries of Venetian
dominion. The urban environment in Candia was organized ac-
cording to the plan followed by Venice in all its colonies in Eastern
Mediterranean; a plan wherein Venice served as an ideal model.*
Impressive administrative buildings and fortifications, mercantile

2 The sample used was selected from a database of 770 marital documents
spanning throughout the first half of the seventeenth century (1600-1645). These
documents were traced in the archive Notai di Candia after examining a large
number of notarial files according to the inventory Tiepolo 1991. It is a purposive
sample, i. e. a targeted subset of the database. It consists of marital documents
which offer a complete picture of the position and the value of the movables within
the total amount of the assigned dowry. The inclusion criteria were the following:
1) provision of a complete picture regarding the dowry movables; 2) reference to
parties living in Candia; 3) representation of the two examined social groups (elite
and non elite) according to their demographic presence (approximately 5% elite,
95% non elite); 4) drawn up by various notaries active in Candia; 5) written in
both available languages: Greek and Italian.

3 Onthe definition and use of the term cultural exchange and its differentiation from
the term cultural transfer see Roeck 2007, 2-4.

4 On the development of urban space in Crete and other Venetian colonies see
Georgopoulou 2001, 1-73. On urban public buildings, infrastructure and private
residencies on Crete see, indicatively, Ztepuntov 2010; KapSapiton-Adaun 2010.
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facilities, public squares with fountains, water reservoirs, Latin
churches and welfare facilities for the poorer population gave the
urban setting a distinguished character and pointed out the priori-
ties of the Venetian state.®

The society in Candia was a multiethnic and a polyglot one, giv-
en the fact that the approximately 17,000 - 20,000 inhabitants in
this period® were Catholic Venetians, Orthodox Greeks, Jews and
foreigners, in particular, Italians. Candia witnessed an especially
pronounced symbiosis between the two dominant communities,
Venetians and Greeks as early as the fourteenth century.” However,
the disappearance of boundaries between different population
groups was only partial. The ruling class of nobles, the middle social
stratum (the so-called cittadini) and the lowest of popolo remained
until the end of the Venetian dominion separate ones. The legal po-
sition of the upper class (the elite) was strictly defined, while that
of the other strata, only vaguely outlined. This bipolar structure of
the Cretan society (elite and non elite) is disclosed in the notarial
records.® The strictly and accurately defined phraseology used for
nobles reflects their explicit juridical condition, power and social
prestige. On the contrary, the cittadini and popolani are registered
with ambiguous terminology, reflecting their undefined and fluid
condition.’

The ambiguity in the definition of middle and low urban social
strata does not mean that no borderline existed between them.°
The stratum of cittadini consisted of a wide range of professionals
with a broad scope of economic activities and one common feature,
which differentiated them from the popolo: none of them was en-
gaged in manual work. By focusing on a profitable and prestigious
profession, they could create opportunities to acquire a higher so-
cial status. Thus, there were notaries and secretaries in the Venetian
chancellery, feudatories without noble title, lawyers, doctors, phar-
macists, army officials, clergy members and distinguished artists

5 See Georgopoulou 2001, 41; Ztepudtov 2010, 433-447; Kwvotavtvidov 2010.

6 Tamadia-AdAa 2010, 107-108; Vincent 2007, 23.

7 Georgopoulou 2001, 10-11.

8 See Lambrinos 2009, 183-185.

9 For the complete list of these designations see Lambrinos 2009, 189.

10 On the middle and lowest urban social group see, indicatively, amadia-AdAa
2010, 111, 121-122; Namaddxn 2010, 92-97.
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who enjoyed social prestige.!! These individuals formed the upper
segment of cittadini. These mostly atypical hierarchies within the
group of cittadini were reflected in certain designations used in no-
tarial acts, such as eccellente miser/skAekto¢ pioép.'* The high eco-
nomic status these cittadini gradually acquired did not go hand in
hand with their legal position, which remained often inferior to that
of nobles.™

This discrepancy must have been the starting point of the stride
of some distinguished cittadini for appropriation of certain ele-
ments of the noble lifestyle. What was exactly this lifestyle? Norbert
Elias had already noted in 1939 about the Middle Ages that “there
was a standard of ‘good behaviour’ through which the secular up-
per class, or at least some of its leading groups, gave expression
to their self-image, to what, in their own estimation, made them
exceptional.”'* Moving our research to Venice, we should consider
the following citations: “the elite families used display to assert, es-
tablish or maintain social prominence”’5; “noble lifestyle was pos-
sible for whoever could afford it”!¢; “showing that one was able to
maintain a luxurious lifestyle contributed to keeping up a good rep-
utation.”’” “Venetian cittadini were eager to emphasize their status
within society by the same means as nobles...”*®

This occured not only in Venice, but, also, in Crete.!” Nobles
adopted a lifestyle with cultural connotations to Venetian lifestyle
and a prominently urban character (vivere civilmente). Noteworthy
aspects of this sophisticated way of living were the use of Loggia
as meeting-point?, the possession and display of weapons, books,

11 For the complete list of these social-professional categories see Lambrinos 2009,
189-190.

12 For the complete list of these designations see Lambrinos 2009, 186.

13 For some exceptions to the rule, i. e. cittadini who succeded in entering the Cretan
nobility (nobilta cretese), see Lambrinos 2014.

14 Elias 2000, 54-55.

15 Martin and Romano 2000, 16-17.

16 Brown 2005, 254.

17 Gelder 2007, 164.

18 Allerston 1998, 32.

19 On vivere civilmente see Papadia-Lala 2001 and Iamadia-AdAa 2010, 122-123.
On the noble lifestyle in Renaissance Venice see Brown 2005, 53-89 wherein the
importance of lifestyle in defining status is emphasized.

20 Regarding the use of Loggia in Candia see Aapmpivdg1998, 235-237.
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objects of art or material goods obviously linked to the Venetian
patriciate. Clothing, jewellery, furniture and ornamental household
items of Cretan nobles referred to the lifestyle of the Venetian pa-
triciate.

According to my investigation, the dowries assigned by eminent
cittadini, included the highest number of new items, in compari-
son with other non elite dowries. New items, i. e. newly bought ob-
jects of a better condition and quality, were considered a symbol
of prestige, in other early modern European societies as well. If we
examine what kind of new items were assigned by distinguished
cittadini, then another differentiation comes to light: the new items
they transfered were very diverse, including a Venetian type of
dress (carpetta), a Venetian type of blanket (coltra), pillow-cases,
napkins, fashionable detached sleeves (maneghe/manigota), un-
dershirts (pokamiso, camicia) and a type of (under)dress (fistani).
Artisans, on the contrary, assigned only two types of new items
(napkins and fistani) and priests only one (undershirts).

Another choice which shaped the longing of these persons to dis-
sociate themselves from other non elite members was the relatively
high frequency with which they transmitted clothes and jewellery.*!
Their obsession with female appearance and display differentiated
them substantially from their social compagnions. The female gar-
ments shaped a shared taste of nobles (elite) and wealthy cittadini
(non elite) leading to uniformity, which gave the well-to do ladies
the chance to differentiate from other non elite women.?? This be-
haviour revealed disjunctions of social caste and economic class,
which were visible in Venice as well. As Allerston notes,

“... Venetian cittadini were eager to emphasize their status within
society by the same means as nobles. At the formal gathering to cel-
ebrate Giustina Freschi’s wedding in 1506, the bride was dressed in
crimson velvet and wore ornate jewellery, the residence was extrav-
agantly decorated and the family’s coat of arms was prominently de-
splayed - all traditional noble practices.”?

21 By frequency itis referred here to the number of cases in which these categories of
goods appeared.

22 See also the account of Zuanne Papadopoli in Vincent (ed.) 2007, 122-123.

23 Allerston 1998, 32.
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Paradoxically, the concern of this group of cittadini to store all
these clothes was minimal. Although the majority of furniture in
dowries in Candia was storage items, the ‘culture of chests’ was not
familiar to this group. Venetian patriciate was explicitely partial
to what Brown calls “instruments of orderliness”: multi-purpose
containers, chests, cabinets, drawers, boxes for keeping jewellery,
were all traced in patrician houses.?* There was a whole world of
highly specialized items with the lexicon expanding to distinguish
between them. But the eminent cittadini in Candia did not show
any familiarity with that. Also, the transmission of tablecloths and
napkins, which implies a social dimension of food culture, proved
to occur less often in comparison with other non elite members. Do
these two findings reveal a tendency? Are they just accidental be-
ing biased by the examined cases? If they concern a tendency, does
this mean that this group of cittadini did not consider the ‘stan-
dard’ female virtues as important enough? These female virtues
were, on the one hand, to organize things in the household and, on
the other, to produce needlework; both were highly appreciated in
Renaissance Venice.? Or, does this tendency mean that the lust for
display transgressed any other social requisition? Further research
should provide this answer.

If we focus on specific dowry items, then certain female gar-
ments, accessories and fabrics manifest evident influences from
the Venetian dressing code. Their number is so extensive that it is
impossible to present them in this brief survey. A separate publica-
tion is being prepared on this theme. Some noteworthy names are
the camissia, canevazzéta, carpéta, casso, centa/cintura, damasco,
dimitto, traversa, vestura, zendal, zaberlucco.?® Only vestura and cen-
ta will be analysed here, because they are the most representative
ones for our case.

A vestura in Venice exemplified the height of formal fashion and
the zenith of the professional embroideress’s skill. The term indi-
cates a gown with skirt and bust, made of various materials and
styles. It is documented in Venice during a long time-period from

24 Brown 2005, 100-111.

25 Brown 2000, 314-315.

26 See Vitali 1992, 111-118, 125, 127-128, 130-131, 136-138, 171, 173-175, 378-
379,422,427-428,431-432.
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the fourteenth century up to the seventeenth.?’” The variety and
luxury of this garment in the sixteenth- and seventeenth-century
Venice is unquestionable. The style was perfectly suited for maxi-
mum display of wealth and art. Making such an item demonstrat-
ed often fine craftsmanship and an eye for decorative detail. When
features, such as the material, colour and decoration motifs, are no
longer in proportion with the functionality of the item, demonstrat-
ing a certain degree of workmanship and finishing touch, these fea-
tures can transform an item into a ‘luxury’ good.?® This was, indeed,
the case with vestura. According to my investigation, it was consid-
ered by appraisers of the time as the most valuable dotal item in
the town of Candia. This garment was the status symbol to posssess
for a bride in this location.? It was made by brocadello or brocade
(brocado), both silk qualities used for highly ornamented pieces of
clothing. Yet, the first fabric was less costly, because of the lower
quality material and the different technique used, whereas brocado
was woven with gold-gilt or silver-gilt thread and therefore more
expensive.?’ The exclusive character of the Venetian brocades ex-
plains why these fabrics were much in request in Europe and why
the merchants of silk were recorded as new members of the nobil-
ity in Libro D’ Oro.?!

Apparently, doctor Attarasio Priuli was well versed in the high-
er quality of brocado, when he married off his daughter Paulina on
April 6, 1643; he bought her a brocado red vestura with detached
sleeves (maneghe) and a a long tail (coda), trimmed with various
colourful floral designs and gold-gilt thread.?* This vestura was

27 Vitali 1992, 422.

28 On similar observations about material goods in early modern Brussels see De
Laet 2011, 34. With reference to luxury goods see Rittersma 2010.

29 See also Kapayiavvn 2011/2012, 333. In the libretto sive inventario of 1647of
the noble Querina Barbarigo there are fiftien luxurious vesture mentioned among
other dotal items.

30 See the lemma’s brocadéli and brocado in Vitali 1992, 72-78.

31 Pisetzky 1966, 443. The same appealed to merchants of wool, golden clothes, lace
and ribbons.

32 Archivio di Stato di Venezia (henceforth ASV), Notai di Candia (notary Z.
Protonotari), busta 222, libro 5 f. 311r. [“vestura una da donna di raso brocato
nova fondi carnado con varii fiori de diversi collori con la sua coda e maneghe
in tutto brazzi vinti quattro con una guarnition d’orro fodrata la coda di ormesin
rosso con due balzzanelle estimato in tutto ducati candiotti 272”].
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appraised at 272 ducati candiotti, i. e. approximately 2. 300 per-
peri, a definitely not negligible value, when compared to that of a
large house in Candia (2. 000 perperi).*® The Cretan perpero is used
in the notarial acts together with a large variety of other coinage.
For the sake of comparisons, | have converted all values to this unit
of account, according to all information available by primary and
secondary sources. Although this conversion requires caution, it is
advisable, because perpero was a unit of account “of fundamental
importance in the conceptual framework of local money”, which
remained stable during the seventeenth century (1 perpero = 32
soldini).?*

Manetusca, daughter of pharmacist Zuanne Stathis, got married
ten months later and received many vesture as well.?* Despite the
obvious attempt to emulate the lifestyle of nobles, the eminent cit-
tadini Priuli and Stathis did not manage to reach the luxury level of
the elite. The noble Marieta Melissinopoula, who married to the no-
ble Zuanne Francesco Zen in 1630, received a vestura, appraised at
the excessive amount of 6. 700 p., an amount which was four times
higher than the average value of this garment.*®* Marieta received
this exquisitely embroidered dress, made of crimson silk and or-
namented with gold- and silver-gilt thread, in an affluent dowry of
almost 120. 000 p. Whether this extraordinary value was due to the
silk material, to its crimson colour, to the superb ornamentation, or
to the economic power of bride’s father is not easy to say. All these
features must have played a role. What is certain, is that crimson
red suggested a luxury item, because the dyestuff used to make it, i.
e. chermisi, was the most expensive dyestuff and was never wasted
on inferior cloth. In fifteenth-century Florence it was used only for
silk velvets, damasks and the best-quality woolen fabrics.3”

Zuanne Melissino, Marieta’s father, wished, presumably, to
show his economic power. To do so, he did not only assign a ‘rich’

33 See, for instance, ASV, Notai di Candia (notary M. Corogona), busta 42, libro, f. 113r
-v, wherein two large houses are appraised at 4000 p.

34 Vincent 2007, 31. On the perpero in the later period see pages 29-40. In this period
its rate of exchange with the ducato cretese is fixed: 1 ducato cretese/candioto = 8
perperi and 12 soldini.

35 ASV, Notai di Candia (notary Z. Protonotari), busta 223, libro 6, f. 129v-132r.

36 ASV, Notai di Candia (notary G. Cortesan) busta 61, prot. XVII, f. 206v - 209r.

37 Frick 2002, 101.
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dowry, but also luxurious and expensive items, which were used
by the Venetian elite in the metropolis. He appropriated materi-
al symbols of a different geographical setting, just like Priuli and
Stathis appropriated material symbols of a different social group.
In both cases the process concerned emulation of a hierarchically
higher group. In the last case, the process led to the visual blurring
of social boundaries, something which could generate fears among
the elite. During this process people could be motivated by a spir-
it of social competition, but, also, by the desire to express lucidly
their personal taste, as was the case in similar processes in early
modern Brussels, for instance.?® The thriving middle social strata,
there, threatened the social order by transcending the boundar-
ies of their social group through the appropriation of consumption
goods, which appertained the upper class. This is one of the rea-
sons why sumptuary legislation was so widespread in Europe.*
Brussels, Venice, Florence are some representative examples of
cities where this kind of legislation was a mechanism to validate
the social system by distinguishing one class from another.** In
real terms, this legislation proved to be an exercise in futility.

The fact that the highest quality of silk (brocado) was rarely used,
indicates the refined taste and exceptional position of doctor Priuli,
who chose this quality. At the same time, it reveals the hierarchical
relationschip between colony and metropolis: in Venice the use of
the more luxurious brocado was more common than in Candia. On
the other hand, the use of brocadello fabrics, a definitely Venetian
speciality,*! attests the degree of cultural exchange between Crete
and Venice. The same is expressed by the use of other Venetian
types of silk, such as the damask, i. e. a monochrome figured tex-
tile with a satin weave, the canevazettaq, i. e. a variant of broccato in
seventeenth-century Venice, and the ormesin. Many of them, were
prohibited in Venice by sumptuary law due to their highly luxurious
character.*? The presence of silk was unambiguously a differentiat-
ing factor between ‘rich’ dowries (mostly assigned by nobles and

38 See de Laet 2011, 155-159.

39 For a historical overview see de Laet 2011, 159, note112.

40 Especially for Venice see Brown 2000, 319-329.

41 Vitali 1992, 72.

42 See, for instance, Vitali 1992, 125, 373 with regard to the prohibition of five
qualities of silk (canevazetta, tabi, brocado, veludo, raso).
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wealthy cittadini) and the rest. The difference in Candia was traced
mostly in the quantity of silk items.

Another object identified with luxury and display in the exam-
ined dowries was centa*?, a belt, which was one of the most prized
luxury commodities even in Venice itself. Accessories, which ac-
quired a new importance from the beginning of the sixteenth cen-
tury in Italy, mitigated the rigidity of clothes. The average value of
a centa in Crete was 3. 000 perperi, but a gold one, was appraised
in 1604 at the exorbitant amount of almost 4. 400 perperi. It was
given by doctor Francesco Basichi to his daughter, who married the
feudal lord Filippo Sirigo.** Francesco could not resist the tempta-
tion to display his wealth by endowing his daughter with a Venetian
object, that, according to Bistort, “lended itself pre-eminently to the
longing for luxury.”*> Marrying with a member of the elite would
have played a role in this decision, as well. Although belts could be
functional as well, as they were seen as a sort of substitute for pock-
ets, their ornamental use was unquestionable. They could be small
masterpieces of artistic workmanship in Italy and in Crete as well.
This was especially the case when they were ornamented with lace,
precious stones, silver and gold.

Fashionable clothing items and accessories were traced in the
dowries of other eminent cittadini as well. Pharmacist Zuanne
Stathis provided his daughter with five relatively expensive and
lavishly decorated undershirts*® and an ornamented handkerchief
(faciol da viso). Undershirts (camise), lavishly ornamented, was the
most popular piece of linen in Venice in this period.*” The faciol/
faziol/fazuol, widely used in Venice in this period for various pur-
poses, formed a fashionable female accessory, mostly made of fine
silk.*® It's use suggested a definitely refined way of behaviour.

The same dowry reveals more interesting findings: the bride re-
ceived one very expensive tablecloth in the fine linen quality tela

43 Cento, cinto, cintura. See Vitali 1992, 136-138.

44 ASV, Notai di Candia (notary D. Gavrilli), busta 129, atti, f. 31r -33r + 361 -v.

45 Quoted in Vitali 1992, 138. See also Vitali 1992, 136-138; Pisetzky 1966, 419.

46 Notai di Candia (notary Z. Protonotari), busta 223, libro 6, f. 129v-132r. See also
Kapayidvvn 2011/2012: 334.

47 For a detailed chronological account concerning the use of this type of underwear
see Vitali 1992, 111-118.

48 See Vitali 1992, 187.
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deregna. This quality was used almost exclusively to make table
linen, particularly, in ‘rich’ dowries. She also received two clothes
for covering storage furniture, as was the custom in Venice (mantil
streto di credenza) and a set of twenty four napkins. Obviously, her
father was interested in keeping up with the elite diner etiquette:
nobles always assigned a set of twenty four napkins made of a fine
quality fabric. Yet, this pharmacist did not emulate other significant
elite symbols, such as the linen quality renso, a valuable white fine
linen cloth of French origin, used in Candia exclusively in ‘rich’, elite
dowries.*

Summarizing this survey, it should be pointed out that by appro-
priating material symbols of the elite, eminent cittadini attempted
to reach nobility and to make evident that they ‘belonged’ to the up-
per social class. By closing the gap between their non elite status and
the status of nobles, they generated a new gap between them and
other non elite members (artisans, clergy, small merchants, etc.).
Dotal female garments and accessories in Candia revealed some-
one’s social prestige or affluence just like the 13th-century golden
and crystal spoons or the 17th-century furnishings of a Venetian
portego. And they attest what social anthropologists Douglas and
Isherwood pointed out in 1979 already: “although goods are neu-
tral, their uses are social: they can be used as fences or bridges.°

Dowry, therefore, proved to be a “vehicle of differentiation
and identification” in a town which remained, until the end of the
Venetian dominion, a place of converging and diverging communi-
ties with ever-shifting boundaries, reflecting in this way the fluid
and ever-changing context of Venice."!
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