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Online Appendices

Appendix A: Question wordings

All variables were normalized using feature-scaling (i.e., they can theoretically range from 0 to 1), and, if
necessary, recoded so that higher values indicate right-wing/conservative positions and vice versa. The CHES
values refer to the average expert party placement a respondent stated to have voted for during the last national
election (or feels closest to in Table 5, Appendix D). Questions have been asked in all ESS/CHES rounds
unless indicated otherwise. If the CHES did not ask about party positions, we impute data from the nearest

CHES round, giving priority to older expert surveys (see Table 1).

Income redistribution

1. ESS = The government should take measures to reduce differences in income levels (1 = strongly agree, 5 =

strongly disagree).
2. CHES = Position on redistribution of wealth from the rich to the poor. (0 = Strongly favors redistribution: 10 =

Strongly opposes redistribution). Introduced in the CHES in 2006.

Social liberty/LGBTQ-rights

1. ESS = Gay men and leshians should be free to live their own live as they wish (1 = strongly agree, 5 = strongly

disagree).

2. CHES = Position on social lifestyle (e.g. rights for homosexuals, gender equality). (0 = Strongly supports
liberal policies: 10 = Strongly opposes liberal policies.) Introduced in the CHES in 2006.



Environment

. ESS = Now I will briefly describe some people. Please listen to each description and tell me how much each

person is or is not like you. Use this card for your answer. She/he strongly believes that people should care for

nature. Looking after the environment is important to her/him (1 = very much like me, 6 = not at all like me).

. CHES = 0 Strongly supports environmental protection even at the cost of economic growth; 10 = Strongly

supports economic growth even at the cost of environmental protection. Asked in 2010, 2014, 2019.

European Unification/Integration

1

ESS = Now thinking about the European Union, some say European unification should go further. Others
say it has already gone too far. Using this card, what number on the scale best describes your position? (0 =
should go further, 10 = gone too far). Introduced in the ESS in Round 2 (2004), not asked in Round 5
(2010).

CHES = overall orientation of the party leadership towards European integration in YEAR. Recoded to: 1 =

Strongly in favor... 7 = Strongly opposed.

Immigration

1.

ESS = Mean of the following three items; Immigrants: Country’s cultural life enriched or undermined (0 =
enriched, 10 = undermined) Immigration: Immigrants make country worse or better place to live (0 = better,

10 = worse) Immigration: Bad or good for the country’s economy (0 = good, 10 = bad).

. CHES = position on immigration policy. 0 = Strongly favors a liberal policy on immigration: 10 = Strongly

favors a restrictive policy on immigration. Introduced in the ESS in 2006.

Left-right dimension

1.

ESS = In politics people sometimes talk of ’left’ and ’right’. Using this card, where would you place yourself on

this scale, where 0 means the left and 10 means the right? 0 = Left, 10 = Right.

CHES = Position of the party in YEAR in terms of its overall ideological stance. 0 = extreme left, 5 =

center, 10 = extreme right.



Demographic variables (ESS)

1. Education (University) = Dummy variable of the highest level of education a respondent completed.
Combination of two variables in the ESS: edulvla (rounds 1-4) and edulvlb (rounds 5-10). Recoded to 0 =
lower than University, 1 = University (5 (medium and long) and 6 for ISCED, lower or higher tertiary
education for EISCED).

2. Religion = Combination of two variables in the ESS, resulting in a dummy variable that captures whether a

respondent identifies as religious and attends religious services at least once a month (1), or not/other (0).

3. Social class = Adopted from Oesch (2006) as a 5-point scale based on a respondents’ current occupation (1

Low-skilled working class, 2 = Lower middle class, 3 = Small business owners, 4 = Skilled-working class, 5
Upper and upper-middle class), recoded to range from 0 to 1 as a variable where higher values refer to higher
class positions. We also ran our main models with dummy-coded specification using low-skilled working class as
the reference category, as well as models featuring Oesch’s 8-point dummy-coded class scheme. These more
complex models made little improvement to model fit and the presented APC-estimates, which is why we present
a simpler model using a linear specification of social class here. For more information on the specific class
codings, see Oesch (2006). To reduce the amount of missing data, we impute a partner’s occupation if a

respondent does not answer the occupational question when applicable.

Integration/Multiculturalism (Appendix D, Table 8)

1. ESS = Mean of the following three items; To what extent do you think [Country] should allow people of the
same race or ethnic group as most of [Country]’s people to come and live here? How about people of a different
race or ethnic group from most [Country] people? How about people from the poorer countries outside Europe?
(1 = Allow many to come and live here, 4 = Allow none).

2. CHES = position on integration of immigrants and asylum seekers (multiculturalism vs. assimilation). 0 =

Strongly favors multiculturalism, 10 = Strongly favors assimilation. Introduced in the CHES in 2006.



Appendix B: Matching ESS and CHES surveys

Table 3: Corresponding CHES rounds used to construct outcome variables per model. Note that
ESS rounds 1 and 5 are absent in the EU model due to the lack of a question about EU-attitudes
in these surveys. See Table 9 in Appendix D for the results without the first two ESS-rounds.

Income Social ) o )
ESS redistribution liberty Environment EU Immigration  Left-right
Round 1 (2002) 2006 2006 2010 - 2006 2002
Round 2 (2004) 2006 2006 2010 2002 2006 2002
Round 3 (2006) 2006 2006 2010 2006 2006 2006
Round 4 (2008) 2006 2006 2010 2006 2006 2006
Round 5 (2010) 2010 2010 2010 - 2010 2010
Round 6 (2012) 2010 2010 2010 2010 2010 2010
Round 7 (2014) 2014 2014 2014 2014 2014 2014
Round 8 (2016) 2014 2014 2014 2014 2014 2014
Round 9 (2018) 2014 2014 2014 2014 2014 2014
Round 10 (2020) 2019 2019 2019 2019 2019 2019




Appendix C: Included ESS-Rounds by Party System

Table 4: Overview of ESS-rounds included in the analysis (Round 1 = 2002). We added rounds 2 (Italy), 4 and
5 (Austria) from individual ESS rounds.
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Note 1*: We recoded Austrian rounds 4 and 5 to 5 and 6 respectively, as data collection during these rounds
more closely matches the data collection in other countries. We kept round 4 unchanged in the EU-model
because the ESS did not ask this question in that specific round, and we would have ended up with a single
estimate for round 5 in the pooled model otherwise.

Note 2**: Finland (round 2) is missing because of missing values on a demographic control variable (religion),
as the question was changed during data collection.

Note 3***: We also ran our models without the first two-ESS rounds as a robustness check because the CHES
introduced most of its questions in 2006. See Table 9 in Appendix D for the full results.

Note 4****: We also ran our models without Norwegian and Swiss respondents as a robustness check since
the CHES introduced these countries in 2010. See Table 10 in Appendix D for the full results



Appendix D: Robustness checks

‘Closer to’ a particular party

Table 5: Results of pooled regression analyses: the interaction effect between individual voter issue attitudes and their age, period, cohort (ESS) on the average
position of the party they feel closest to on that same issue (CHES). Entries represent OLS estimates, with robust standard errors in parentheses, clustered by
country-period dyad. Main effects and interactions between fixed country-level dummies and attitude have been omitted from the table. Overall, the results are
comparable to those presented in Table 2.

Note that substantially fewer respondents feel closer to a particular party compared to those who (stated to have) voted during the last national election.

Redistribution Social liberty Environment EU Immigration Left-right

Intercept 0.37*** (0.02) 0.35*** (0.02) 0.34*** (0.02) 0.33*** (0.02) 0.49*** (0.02) 0.48*** (0.02) 0.21*** (0.02) 0.22*** (0.02) 0.41*** (0.03) 0.39*** (0.03) 0.29*** (0.02) 0.29*** (0.02)
Variable 0.13*** (0.03) 0.12*** (0.03) 0.19%** (0.03) 0.16*** (0.03) 0.10** (0.03) 0.10** (0.04) -0.01 (0.04) 0.00 (0.04) 0.26*** (0.05) 0.27*** (0.05) 0.45*** (0,05) 0.44*** (0,05)
Cohort

* Post-WWII REF REF REF REF REF REF

* 60-70s 0.01 (0.01) 0.00 (0.01) 0.06*** (0.01) 0.04*** (0.01) 0.04*** (0.01) 0.03** (0.01) 0.02 (0.01) 0.02 (0.01) 0.07*** (0.01) 0.07*** (0.01) 0.03*** (0.01) 0.02* (0.01)

* 80s 0.02* (0.01) 0.00 (0.01) 0.07*** (0.01) 0.05*** (0.01) 0.10*** (0.01) 0.09*** (0.01) 0.03* (0.01) 0.03* (0.01) 0.11*** (0.02) 0.10*** (0.02) 0.07*** (0.01) 0.05*** (0.01)
*90s 0.03* (0.01) 0.00 (0.01) 0.07*** (0.02) 0.04** (0.02) 0.11%** (0.02) 0.09*** (0.01) 0.05** (0.02) 0.05** (0.02) 0.12%** (0.02) 0.11*** (0.02) 0.08*** (0.01) 0.06*** (0.01)
* Millennials 0.05** (0.02) 0.02 (0.02) 0.11*** (0.03) 0.08** (0.02) 0.13*** (0.02) 0.10*** (0.02) 0.08*** (0.02) 0.08*** (0.02) 0.17*** (0.03) 0.15*** (0.03) 0.13*** (0.02) 0.10*** (0.02)
Period

* Round 1 -0.03 (0.02) -0.02 (0.02) -0.01 (0.03) -0.01 (0.02) 0.02 (0.02) 0.02 (0.02) -0.01 (0.05) -0.01 (0.05) -0.01 (0.04) 0.00 (0.04)

* Round 2 REF REF REF REF REF REF

* Round 3 0.00 (0.02) -0.01 (0.02) -0.03 (0.03) -0.03 (0.03) 0.02 (0.02) 0.02 (0.03) -0.01(0.03) -0.01 (0.03) -0.04 (0.05) -0.05 (0.05) 0.02 (0.04) 0.01 (0.04)

* Round 4 0.00 (0.02) 0.00 (0.02) -0.04 (0.02) -0.03 (0.02) 0.01 (0.02) 0.02 (0.02) 0.01 (0.03) 0.01 (0.03) -0.06 (0.05) -0.04 (0.05) 0.02 (0.04) 0.03 (0.04)

* Round 5 0.02 (0.02) 0.01 (0.02) -0.03 (0.03) -0.04 (0.03) 0.02 (0.03) 0.01 (0.03) 0.05 (0.05) 0.03 (0.05) 0.05 (0.04) 0.04 (0.04)

* Round 6 0.01 (0.02) 0.02 (0.02) -0.04 (0.02) -0.04 (0.02) 0.00 (0.02) 0.01 (0.02) 0.04 (0.03) 0.04 (0.03) 0.00 (0.04) 0.00 (0.05) -0.02 (0.05) -0.02 (0.05)

* Round 7 0.02 (0.02) 0.02 (0.02) -0.01 (0.03) -0.01 (0.03) -0.02 (0.03) -0.01 (0.03) 0.12*** (0.03) 0.12*** (0.03) 0.11 (0.06) 0.11 (0.06) 0.00 (0.04) 0.00 (0.04)

* Round 8 0.03 (0.03) 0.03 (0.02) -0.06 (0.04) -0.06 (0.04) 0.01 (0.03) 0.01 (0.03) 0.07 (0.04) 0.07 (0.04) 0.07 (0.06) 0.07 (0.06) 0.00 (0.04) 0.00 (0.04)

* Round 9 0.05* (0.02) 0.05* (0.02) 0.01 (0.03) 0.01 (0.03) 0.05 (0.03) 0.04 (0.03) 0.13*** (0.03) 0.13*** (0.03) 0.16** (0.06) 0.15** (0.06) 0.06 (0.05) 0.06 (0.05)

* Round 10 0.14*** (0.02) 0.12*** (0.02) 0.10*** (0.03) 0.09** (0.03) 0.11** (0.04) 0.09* (0.04) 0.18*** (0.03) 0.17*** (0.03) 0.28*** (0.05) 0.27*** (0.05) 0.07 (0.05) 0.06 (0.05)
Age



Redistribution Social liberty Environment Immigration Left-right
*16-25 REF REF REF REF REF REF
* 26-35 0.04** (0.01) 0.00 (0.01) 0.01 (0.02) -0.04* (0.02) 0.01 (0.02) -0.02 (0.02) 0.05* (0.02) 0.05* (0.02) -0.04* (0.02) -0.07***(0.02)  0.04** (0.01) 0.00 (0.01)
* 36-64 0.04** (0.01) 0.01 (0.01) 0.00 (0.02) -0.04* (0.02) -0.01 (0.02) -0.04 (0.02) 0.03 (0.03) 0.03 (0.03) -0.07** (0.03) -0.09*** (0.03) 0.06*** (0.02) 0.03 (0.02)
* 65+ 0.03 (0.02) 0.01 (0.02) 0.01 (0.02) -0.03 (0.02) -0.02 (0.03) -0.04 (0.03) 0.03 (0.03) 0.03 (0.03) -0.09*** (0.03) -0.11*** (0.03) 0.02 (0.02) 0.00 (0.02)
Covariates
* Education 0.06*** (0.01) 0.06*** (0.01) 0.06™** (0.01) -0.01 (0.01) 0.03** (0.01) 0.07*** (0.01)
* Religion -0.10%** (0.01) -0.02 (0.01) -0.07*** (0.01) -0.04*** (0.01) -0.05*** (0.01) -0.10%** (0.01)
* Social class 0.07*** (0.01) 0.10*** (0.01) 0.05*** (0.01) -0.01 (0.01) 0.04** (0.01) 0.07*** (0.01)
Num.Obs. 119824 119824 119605 119605 111073 111073 93694 93694 116572 116572 118399 118399
R2 0.143 0.160 0.139 0.162 0.090 0.107 0.218 0.223 0.211 0.219 0.431 0.437
R2 Adj. 0.143 0.159 0.139 0.162 0.089 0.106 0.218 0.223 0.211 0.218 0.431 0.437

Note: * p < 0.05, ** p < 0.01, *** p < 0.001



Alternative period specification: Country-period dyads

Table 6: Results of pooled regression analyses with interactions between respondents”’ attitudes and country-period dyads (i.e., dummies for every ESS-round x
country combination). Entries represent OLS estimates, with robust standard errors in parentheses, clustered by dyad. The table lists interaction effects between
individual voter attitudes on an issue in the ESS and other variables on the average party position they voted during the last national election for on that same
issue (CHES). Main APC-effects and dyad*attitude interaction effects have been omitted from the table.

Redistribution

Social liberty

Environment

EU

Immigration

Left-right

Intercept
Variable
Cohort

* Post WW-II
*60-70s

* 80s

*90s

* Millennials
Age

*16-25
*22-29
*30-64

* 65+
Covariates

* Education
* Religion

* Social class
Num.Obs.

R2

R2 Adj.

0.40%** (0.01)  0.38*** (0.01)

0.27%%* (0.02)  0.25%** (0.02)
REF
0.01 (0.01) 0.00 (0.01)
0.01 (0.01) -0.01 (0.01)
0.01 (0.01) -0.02 (0.01)
0.03 (0.01) 0.00 (0.01)
REF
0.01 (0.01) -0.02 (0.01)
0.01 (0.01) -0.02 (0.01)
0.00 (0.01) -0.02 (0.02)
0.07*** (0.01)
-0.08*** (0.01)
0.06%** (0.01)
160480 160480
0.150 0.164
0.148 0.162

0.29%%% (0.01)  0.29%** (0.01)

0.30%** (0.03)  0.25%** (0.02)

REF

0.05%** (0.01)  0.04*** (0.01)

0.06*** (0.01)  0.04*** (0.01)

0.07*** (0.01)  0.04** (0.01)

0.10%%* (0.02)  0.07*** (0.02)

REF

0.00 (0.02) -0.03 (0.02)

0.00 (0.02) -0.03 (0.02)

0.00 (0.02) -0.02 (0.02)
0.05%** (0.01)
-0.01 (0.01)
0.09%** (0.01)

160206 160206

0.176 0.195

0.174 0.194

0.49%** (0.01)  0.47*** (0.01)
0.41%%* (0.02)  0.13*%* (0.02)
REF
0.02** (0.01) 0.01 (0.01)
0.07*** (0.01)  0.06%** (0.01)
0.08*** (0.01)  0.06%** (0.01)
0.09%** (0.02)  0.07*** (0.02)
REF
-0.01 (0.01) -0.04%* (0.01)
-0.01 (0.02) -0.04* (0.02)
-0.03 (0.02) -0.05* (0.02)
0.05%** (0.01)
-0.05%** (0.01)
0.06*** (0.01)
148762 148762
0112 0125
0.110 0.123

0.12%%* (0.02)  0.13*** (0.01)

0.15%** (0.03)  0.15%** (0.03)
REF
0.02 (0.01) 0.02 (0.01)
0.04** (0.01) 0.03** (0.01)
0.03 (0.02) 0.03 (0.02)
0.06%* (0.02) 0.05* (0.02)
REF
0.01 (0.02) 0.01 (0.02)
0.00 (0.03) 0.00 (0.03)
0.01 (0.03) 0.01 (0.03)
-0.02 (0.01)
-0.03%* (0.01)
0.00 (0.01)
124794 124794
0.234 0.240
0.232 0.238

0.32%%% (0.01)  0.31*** (0.01)

0.40%* (0.03)  0.39*** (0.03)
REF
0.06%** (0.01)  0.06%** (0.01)
0.09%** (0.01)  0.07*** (0.01)
0.12%%* (0.02)  0.10%** (0.02)

0.15*** (0.02) 0.13*** (0.02)

REF

-0.02 (0.02) -0.05** (0.02)

-0.04 (0.02) 0.07** (0.02)

-0.05* (0.02) -0.07** (0.02)
0.04*** (0.01)
-0.04%** (0.01)
0.06%** (0.01)

156023 156023

0.234 0.241

0.232 0.239

0.31%%* (0.01)  0.31*** (0.01)

0.42%%% (0.02)  0.40%** (0.02)
REF
0.03*** (0.01)

0.02* (0.01)

0.06*** (0.01) 0.04*** (0.01)

0.07%%* (0.01)  0.04** (0.01)
0.09%** (0.02)  0.06** (0.02)
REF

0.02 (0.01) -0.02 (0.01)

0.02 (0.02) -0.02 (0.02)

-0.01 (0.02) -0.04* (0.02)
0.08%** (0.01)
-0.09%** (0.01)
0.09%** (0.01)

157002 157002

0.397 0.404

0.39 0.403

Note: * p < 0.05, ** p < 0.01, *** p < 0.001



Alternative cohort specification: Birth decennials

Table 7: Results of pooled regression analyses with alternative cohort specifications by birth decennials. Entries represent OLS estimates, with robust standard
errors in parentheses, clustered by country-period dyad. The table lists interaction effects between individual voter attitudes on an issue in the ESS and other
variables on the average party position they voted during the last national election for on that same issue (CHES). Main APC-effects and country-attitude
interactions have been omitted from the table.
Note that the number of respondents slightly differs from the main analysis presented in Table 2, which also includes respondents born between 1926 and 1929.

Overall, however, these models yield comparable results as our main model specification presented in Table 2.

Redistribution

Social liberty

Environment

EU

Immigration

Left-right

Intercept

Variable

Cohort

*1930-39

*1940-49

* 1950-59

*1960-69

*1970-79

* 1980-89

*1990-96

Period

* Round 1

* Round 2

* Round 3

* Round 4

* Round 5

* Round 6

* Round 7

* Round 8

* Round 9

0.39%** (0.01)

0.11%** (0.03)

0.02* (0.01)
0.02* (0.01)
0.03* (0.01)
0.03* (0.01)
0.05%* (0.02)

0.07%** (0.02)

-0.02 (0.02)

0.01 (0.02)
0.01 (0.02)
0.02 (0.02)
0.03 (0.02)
0.03* (0.02)
0.04 (0.02)

0.05%* (0.02)

0.37%** (0.01)

0.10%** (0.03)

REF

0.01 (0.01)
0.01 (0.01)
0.00 (0.01)
-0.01 (0.01)
0.01 (0.02)

0.04 (0.02)

-0.01 (0.02)

REF

0.01 (0.02)
0.00 (0.02)
0.02 (0.02)
0.03 (0.02)
0.04* (0.02)
0.04 (0.02)

0.05%* (0.02)

0.36%** (0.02)

0.14*** (0.03)

0.02* (0.01)

0.07*** (0.01)
0.07*** (0.01)
0.07*** (0.02)
0.10%** (0.02)

0.12%%* (0.03)

-0.03 (0.02)

-0.03 (0.02)
-0.04* (0.02)
-0.05* (0.02)
-0.04* (0.02)
-0.01 (0.02)
-0.05 (0.03)

0.01 (0.03)

0.35%** (0.02)

0.11%** (0.03)

REF

0.01 (0.01)
0.05%** (0.01)
0.05%** (0.01)
0.04* (0.02)
0.07*** (0.02)

0.09%** (0.03)

-0.02 (0.02)

REF

-0.03 (0.02)
-0.04* (0.02)
-0.04* (0.02)
-0.04* (0.02)
-0.01 (0.02)
-0.05 (0.03)

0.01 (0.03)

0.51%** (0.01)

0.08** (0.03)

0.00 (0.01)
0.04* (0.01)
0.07*** (0.01)
0.08*** (0.02)
0.10%** (0.02)

0.10%** (0.03)

0.00 (0.02)

0.01 (0.02)
0.01 (0.02)
0.03 (0.02)
0.01 (0.02)
0.01 (0.02)
0.02 (0.02)

0.04 (0.02)

0.50%** (0.01)

0.08** (0.03)

REF
-0.01 (0.01)
0.02 (0.01)
0.05*** (0.01)
0.05** (0.02)
0.07*** (0.02)

0.07* (0.03)

0.00 (0.02)
REF
0.01 (0.02)
0.01 (0.02)
0.03 (0.02)
0.01 (0.02)
0.01 (0.02)
0.01 (0.02)
0.03 (0.02)

9

0.19%** (0.02)

0.01 (0.04)

0.01 (0.01)
0.03 (0.02)
0.04* (0.02)
0.04 (0.02)
0.07* (0.03)

0.09% (0.04)

-0.01 (0.03)

0.00 (0.03)

0.01 (0.03)
0.07** (0.03)
0.06* (0.03)

0.08** (0.03)

0.21%** (0.02)

0.01 (0.04)

REF
0.01 (0.01)
0.03 (0.02)
0.04* (0.02)
0.04 (0.02)
0.06* (0.03)

0.09% (0.04)

REF
-0.01 (0.03)

0.00 (0.04)

0.01 (0.03)
0.07** (0.02)
0.06* (0.03)

0.08** (0.03)

0.46%** (0.03)

0.15%* (0.05)

0.04%** (0.01)
0.09%** (0.02)
0.11%** (0.02)
0.14%** (0.02)
0.19%** (0.03)

0.19%** (0.04)

-0.03 (0.05)

-0.03 (0.04)
-0.04 (0.05)
0.02 (0.04)
0.00 (0.04)
0.08 (0.05)
0.05 (0.05)

0.12* (0.05)

0.44%** (0,03)

0.16** (0.05)

REF
0.03** (0.01)
0.07%** (0.02)
0.09%** (0.02)
0.11%** (0.02)
0.16*** (0.03)

0.15%** (0.04)

-0.03 (0.05)
REF
-0.03 (0.04)
-0.04 (0.05)
0.03 (0.04)
0.01 (0.04)
0.08 (0.05)
0.05 (0.05)

0.12* (0.05)

0.33%** (0.02)

0.37%** (0.03)

0.03%** (0.01)
0.06*** (0.01)
0.07%** (0.01)
0.09%** (0.01)
0.12%** (0.02)

0.14%** (0.02)

0.00 (0.03)

0.05 (0.03)
0.06 (0.04)
0.07** (0.02)
0.03 (0.03)
0.04 (0.03)
0.02 (0.03)

0.05 (0.03)

0.32%%* (0.02)

0.36™** (0.03)

REF
0.02%* (0.01)
0.04%** (0.01)
0.05%** (0.01)
0.05%** (0.01)
0.07%** (0.02)

0.10%** (0.02)

0.00 (0.03)
REF
0.05 (0.03)
0.06 (0.04)
0.08*** (0.02)
0.03 (0.03)
0.04 (0.03)
0.02 (0.03)

0.05 (0.03)



Redistribution Social liberty Environment EU Immigration Left-right
* Round 10 0.09*** (0.02) 0.09*** (0.02) 0.05* (0.03) 0.04 (0.03) 0.07* (0.03) 0.06* (0.03) 0.13*** (0.03) 0.13*** (0.03) 0.22*** (0.04) 0.21*** (0.04) 0.05 (0.03) 0.04 (0.03)
Age
*16-25 REF REF REF REF REF REF
*26-35 0.02 (0.01) -0.01 (0.01) 0.01 (0.02) -0.02 (0.02) -0.01 (0.01) -0.03* (0.01) 0.02 (0.02) 0.02 (0.02) -0.02 (0.02) -0.05** (0.02) 0.03* (0.01) -0.01 (0.01)
* 36-64 0.02 (0.01) 0.00 (0.01) 0.00 (0.02) -0.03 (0.02) -0.01 (0.02) -0.03 (0.02) 0.02 (0.03) 0.01 (0.03) -0.02 (0.03) -0.06* (0.03) 0.04* (0.02) 0.00 (0.02)
* 65+ 0.03 (0.02) 0.00 (0.02) 0.02 (0.02) -0.01 (0.02) -0.02 (0.02) -0.04 (0.02) 0.02 (0.03) 0.02 (0.03) -0.02 (0.03) -0.05 (0.03) 0.01 (0.02) -0.02 (0.02)
Covariates
* Education 0.07*** (0.01) 0.05*** (0.01) 0.06*** (0.01) -0.02* (0.01) 0.05*** (0.01) 0.07*** (0.01)
* Religion -0.08*** (0.01) -0.02 (0.01) -0.05*** (0.01) -0.03** (0.01) -0.04*** (0.01) -0.09*** (0.01)
* Social class 0.06*** (0.01) 0.09*** (0.01) 0.05*** (0.01) -0.01 (0.01) 0.05*** (0.01) 0.08*** (0.01)
Num.Obs. 157220 157220 156998 156998 145588 145588 122749 122749 153016 153016 153806 153806
R2 0.125 0.139 0.138 0.157 0.082 0.097 0.204 0.210 0.190 0.197 0.379 0.385
R2 Adj. 0.124 0.138 0.137 0.157 0.082 0.096 0.203 0.209 0.189 0.196 0.378 0.385

Note: * p <0.05, ** p <0.01, *** p < 0.001
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Alternative model specifications: Issue alignment on immigration

While we assume that the selected variables in the CHES and ESS capture comparable
ideological (latent) traits among political parties and their supporters, it would be ideal to explore
this assumption empirically. Sadly, these datasets do not offer satisfactory alternative measures
to assess alignment on issues such as income redistribution or the environment. Fortunately,
however, the ESS and CHES datasets do provide various variables that allow us to assess the
strength of issue alignment regarding immigration. For the sake of transparency, we present
various model combinations that represent immigration or multiculturalism policies in Western
European democracies. In Table 8, we present alternative model specifications, with each model
name representing a specific outcome variable related to immigration policies. To be more
precise, 'immigration’ refers to a political party's stance on whether to advocate for stricter or
more lenient immigration policies. Conversely, 'multiculturalism' denotes a party's position on
the integration of immigrants and asylum seekers, focusing on the choice between
multiculturalism and assimilation.

The bracketed numeric indicator following each model name (1) or (2) corresponds to different
sets of independent variables derived from the ESS. Specifically, (1) signifies the average of
three predictors: the impact of immigrants on a country's cultural life, whether they contribute to
making the country a better or worse place to live, and their economic effects. This is the same
immigration attitude scale featured in our main analysis. As a means of testing the robustness of
our models and exploring different predictors, we also include another set of issues (2) in which
we average responses regarding the acceptance of people from the same race or ethnic group, a
different race or ethnic group, and individuals from poorer countries outside of Europe (see
Appendix A for further the exact question wordings). The Cronbach’s Alpha of these scales are
0.85 and 0.90, respectively.

The first two columns in Table 8 present the same immigration models as presented in Table 2. It
is worth noting that the number of observations (and thus, some of the coefficients) in Table 2
slightly differ from those presented in Table 2. This discrepancy arises from including only those
respondents who filled out all the questions used in these model specifications to aid
comparability.

When employing the original set of independent variables (Immigration and Multiculturalism 1),
we observe slightly stronger period and cohort effects. Comparatively, the models focusing on
multiculturalism exhibit slightly stronger period and cohort effects than the immigration models.
Regardless of the specific model specification, however, a clear pattern emerges of generational
issue alignment on immigration. The period effects, while substantial in effect size, only reach
statistical significance in the last one or two ESS-rounds using the first set of independent
variables, whereas the second set of variables produce a longer trend. Furthermore, the age-
related dealignment in Table 2 does not manifest in the latter models.
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Table 8: Results of pooled regression analyses with alternative model specifications (independent and dependent variables) for issue alignment on immigration and
multiculturalism. Entries represent OLS estimates, with robust standard errors in parentheses, clustered by country. The table lists interaction effects between individual voter
attitudes on an issue in the ESS and other variables on the average party position they voted during the last national election for on that same issue dimension (CHES). Main
APC-effects and country*attitude interaction effects have been omitted from the table.

Immigration (1) Immigration (2) Multiculturalism (1) Multiculturalism (2)
Intercept 0.44*** (0.03) 0.43*** (0.03) 0.48*** (0.02) 0.47*** (0.02) 0.45*** (0.03) 0.43*** (0.03) 0.50*** (0.02) 0.48*** (0.02)
Variable 0.18*** (0.05) 0.17*** (0.05) 0.11** (0.04) 0.11** (0.04) 0.20*** (0.04) 0.20*** (0.04) 0.12*** (0.03) 0.12*** (0.03)
Cohort
*60-70s REF REF REF REF
* 60-70s 0.07*** (0.01) 0.06*** (0.01) 0.04*** (0.01) 0.04*** (0.01) 0.07*** (0.01) 0.06™** (0.01) 0.05*** (0.01) 0.04*** (0.01)
* 80s 0.09*** (0.01) 0.08*** (0.01) 0.06*** (0.01) 0.05*** (0.01) 0.11*** (0.02) 0.09*** (0.01) 0.07*** (0.01) 0.06*** (0.01)
*90s 0.13*** (0.02) 0.10*** (0.02) 0.09*** (0.01) 0.07*** (0.01) 0.14*** (0.02) 0.12*** (0.02) 0.10*** (0.01) 0.08*** (0.01)
* Millennials 0.16*** (0.03) 0.14*** (0.02) 0.13*** (0.02) 0.11*** (0.02) 0.18*** (0.02) 0.15*** (0.02) 0.15*** (0.02) 0.12*** (0.02)
Period
*Round 1 -0.04 (0.04) -0.04 (0.04) -0.01 (0.04) -0.01 (0.04) -0.02 (0.05) -0.03 (0.05) -0.02 (0.04) -0.02 (0.04)
*Round 2 REF REF REF REF
* Round 3 -0.03 (0.04) -0.03 (0.04) -0.01 (0.04) -0.01 (0.04) -0.04 (0.05) -0.05 (0.05) -0.02 (0.04) -0.03 (0.04)
* Round 4 -0.05 (0.04) -0.06 (0.04) -0.05 (0.04) -0.05 (0.04) -0.05 (0.05) -0.05 (0.05) -0.04 (0.04) -0.05 (0.04)
* Round 5 0.04 (0.04) 0.04 (0.04) 0.04 (0.03) 0.05 (0.03) 0.03 (0.04) 0.03 (0.04) 0.03 (0.03) 0.03 (0.03)
* Round 6 0.01 (0.04) 0.01 (0.04) 0.03 (0.03) 0.03 (0.03) 0.00 (0.04) 0.00 (0.04) 0.01 (0.04) 0.02 (0.04)
* Round 7 0.09 (0.05) 0.09 (0.05) 0.11* (0.05) 0.11* (0.05) 0.09* (0.05) 0.09* (0.05) 0.09* (0.04) 0.09* (0.04)
* Round 8 0.06 (0.05) 0.06 (0.05) 0.08* (0.04) 0.08* (0.04) 0.07 (0.05) 0.07 (0.05) 0.08* (0.04) 0.08* (0.04)
* Round 9 0.12** (0.05) 0.12* (0.05) 0.12** (0.04) 0.12** (0.04) 0.12** (0.05) 0.12** (0.05) 0.11** (0.04) 0.10** (0.04)
* Round 10 0.22*** (0.04) 0.21*** (0.04) 0.20*** (0.03) 0.19*** (0.03) 0.22*** (0.04) 0.21*** (0.04) 0.21*** (0.03) 0.21*** (0.04)
Age
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Immigration (1)

Immigration (2)

Multiculturalism (1)

Multiculturalism (2)

*16-25

*26-35 -0.03 (0.02)
* 36-64 -0.04 (0.02)
* 65+ -0.04 (0.03)
Covariates

* Education

* Religion

* Social class

Num.Obs. 153007

R2 0.191

R2 Adj. 0.190

REF
-0.06** (0.02)
-0.07** (0.02)

-0.06* (0.03)

0.05*** (0.01)
-0.04*** (0.01)
0.06%** (0.01)
153007

0.198

0.197

0.01 (0.01)
0.01 (0.02)

0.00 (0.02)

153007
0.178

0.177

REF
-0.02 (0.01)
-0.02 (0.02)

-0.02 (0.02)

0.05%** (0.01)
-0.03%** (0.01)
0.05%** (0.01)
153007

0.186

0.186

-0.02 (0.02)
-0.03 (0.02)

-0.03 (0.02)

153007
0.196

0.195

REF
-0.05** (0.02)
-0.06** (0.02)

-0.06* (0.02)

0.06%** (0.01)
-0.05%** (0.01)
0.05*** (0.01)
153007

0.206

0.205

0.00 (0.01)
0.01 (0.02)

0.00 (0.02)

153007
0.180

0.179

REF
-0.02 (0.02)
-0.02 (0.02)

-0.02 (0.02)

0.05%** (0.01)
-0.05%** (0.01)
0.04*** (0.01)
153007

0.191

0.191

Note: * p <0.05, ** p < 0.01, *** p < 0.001
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Results without first two ESS-rounds

Table 9: Results of pooled regression analyses without the first two ESS-rounds since most party positions were first asked in the CHES since 2006 (see Table 3). Entries
represent OLS estimates, with robust standard errors in parentheses, clustered by country-year dyad. The table lists interaction effects between individual voter attitudes on an
issue in the ESS and other variables on the average party position they voted during the last national election for on that same issue dimension (CHES). Main APC-effects

and country*attitude interaction effects have been omitted from the table.

Redistribution Social liberty Environment EU Immigration Left-right
Intercept 0.38*** (0.02) 0.36*** (0.02) 0.35*** (0.02) 0.35*** (0.02) 0.49*** (0.01) 0.48*** (0.01) 0.20*** (0.02) 0.21*** (0.02) 0.46*** (0.03) 0.45*** (0.03) 0.29*** (0.02) 0.29*** (0.02)
Variable 0.15%** (0.02) 0.14*** (0.02) 0.13*** (0.04) 0.10%* (0.04) 0.11%** (0.03) 0.10%** (0.03) 0.02 (0.04) 0.03 (0.04) 0.12* (0.05) 0.12* (0.05) 0.45%** (0.03) 0.44%** (0,04)
Cohort
* Post-WWII REF REF REF REF REF REF
* 60-70s 0.01 (0.01) 0.00 (0.01) 0.04*** (0.01) 0.03** (0.01) 0.03** (0.01) 0.02* (0.01) 0.03* (0.01) 0.03* (0.01) 0.06*** (0.01) 0.05*** (0.01) 0.03*** (0.01) 0.02* (0.01)
* 80s 0.02 (0.01) 0.00 (0.01) 0.05*** (0.01) 0.03* (0.01) 0.08*** (0.01) 0.07*** (0.01) 0.05** (0.02) 0.04** (0.02) 0.09%** (0.02) 0.08*** (0.02) 0.06*** (0.01) 0.04*** (0.01)
*90s 0.01 (0.01) -0.02 (0.01) 0.06*** (0.02) 0.03 (0.02) 0.09%** (0.01) 0.07*** (0.01) 0.04* (0.02) 0.04* (0.02) 0.13*** (0.02) 0.11%** (0.02) 0.07*** (0.01) 0.05** (0.01)
* Millennials 0.03* (0.02) 0.00 (0.02) 0.10*** (0.03) 0.07** (0.03) 0.09*** (0.02) 0.07*** (0.02) 0.06* (0.03) 0.06* (0.03) 0.16*** (0.03) 0.14*** (0.03) 0.10*** (0.02) 0.07*** (0.02)
Period
*Round 3 REF REF REF REF REF REF
* Round 4 0.00 (0.02) 0.00 (0.02) -0.03 (0.03) -0.02 (0.03) -0.01 (0.01) 0.00 (0.01) 0.01 (0.03) 0.01 (0.03) -0.01 (0.05) 0.00 (0.05) 0.00 (0.04) 0.00 (0.04)
* Round 5 0.01 (0.02) 0.02 (0.02) -0.02 (0.03) -0.02 (0.03) 0.02 (0.01) 0.02 (0.01) 0.05 (0.04) 0.06 (0.04) 0.02 (0.02) 0.02 (0.02)
* Round 6 0.02 (0.02) 0.03 (0.02) -0.02 (0.03) -0.02 (0.03) 0.00 (0.01) 0.00 (0.01) 0.03 (0.03) 0.02 (0.03) 0.03 (0.04) 0.04 (0.04) -0.02 (0.03) -0.02 (0.03)
* Round 7 0.03* (0.01) 0.03* (0.01) 0.01 (0.03) 0.01 (0.03) 0.00 (0.01) 0.00 (0.02) 0.08*** (0.02) 0.08*** (0.02) 0.11* (0.05) 0.11* (0.05) -0.01 (0.03) -0.01 (0.03)
* Round 8 0.04 (0.02) 0.04* (0.02) -0.02 (0.03) -0.02 (0.03) 0.00 (0.02) 0.00 (0.02) 0.07** (0.03) 0.07** (0.03) 0.09 (0.04) 0.09* (0.04) -0.03 (0.03) -0.03 (0.03)
* Round 9 0.05*** (0.01) 0.05*** (0.01) 0.04 (0.03) 0.04 (0.03) 0.03 (0.02) 0.02 (0.02) 0.09*** (0.03) 0.09*** (0.03) 0.15** (0.05) 0.15** (0.05) 0.01 (0.03) 0.00 (0.03)
* Round 10 0.09*** (0.02) 0.08*** (0.02) 0.08* (0.03) 0.07* (0.03) 0.06** (0.02) 0.05* (0.02) 0.14*** (0.03) 0.14*** (0.03) 0.25*** (0.04) 0.25*** (0.04) -0.01 (0.03) -0.02 (0.03)
Age
*16-25 REF REF REF REF REF REF
*26-35 0.01 (0.01) -0.02 (0.01) 0.01 (0.02) -0.02 (0.02) -0.01 (0.01) -0.04** (0.01) 0.01 (0.02) 0.01 (0.02) -0.01 (0.02) -0.04* (0.02) 0.02 (0.01) -0.01 (0.01)
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Redistribution Social liberty Environment EU Immigration Left-right
* 36-64 0.01 (0.02) -0.02 (0.02) 0.01 (0.03) -0.03 (0.03) -0.03 (0.02) -0.05** (0.02) -0.01 (0.03) -0.01 (0.03) -0.03 (0.03) -0.06* (0.03) 0.02 (0.02) -0.01 (0.02)
* 65+ 0.01 (0.02) -0.02 (0.02) 0.01 (0.03) -0.02 (0.03) -0.04 (0.02) -0.06* (0.02) 0.00 (0.03) 0.00 (0.03) -0.02 (0.03) -0.05 (0.03) 0.00 (0.02) -0.03 (0.02)
Covariates
* Education 0.07*** (0.01) 0.06*** (0.01) 0.06*** (0.01) -0.02* (0.01) 0.04*** (0.01) 0.07*** (0.01)
* Religion -0.09%** (0.01) -0.02 (0.01) -0.04*** (0.01) -0.03** (0.01) -0.04*** (0.01) -0.10*** (0.01)
* Social class 0.06*** (0.01) 0.09*** (0.01) 0.06*** (0.01) 0.00 (0.01) 0.06*** (0.01) 0.08*** (0.01)
Num.Obs. 128805 128805 128643 128643 119249 119249 109907 109907 125515 125515 125984 125984
R2 0.129 0.144 0.142 0.162 0.087 0.102 0.202 0.209 0.201 0.209 0.384 0.390
R2 Adj. 0.129 0.143 0.142 0.161 0.087 0.101 0.202 0.209 0.201 0.208 0.383 0.389

Note: * p <0.05, ** p <0.01, *** p < 0.001
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Results without non-EU member states

Table 10: Results of pooled regression analyses without respondents from non-EU member states (Norway and Switzerland). Entries represent OLS estimates, with robust
standard errors in parentheses, clustered by country-year dyad. The table lists the interaction effects between individual voter attitudes on an issue in the ESS and other
variables on the average party position they voted during the last national election for on that same issue dimension (CHES). Main effects and country*attitude interaction

effects have been omitted from the table.

Redistrib

ution

Social liberty

Environment

EU

Immigration

Left-right

Intercept

Variable

Cohort

* Post-WWII

*60-70s

* 80s

*90s

* Millennials

Period

* Round 1

* Round 2

* Round 3

* Round 4

* Round 5

* Round 6

* Round 7

* Round 8

* Round 9

* Round 10

Age

0.37%** (0.01)

0.13%** (0.02)

0.35%** (0.02)

0.12%** (0.02)

REF
0.01 (0.01) 0.00 (0.01)
0.02 (0.01) 0.00 (0.01)
0.02 (0.01) -0.01 (0.01)
0.03* (0.02) 0.00 (0.02)
-0.02 (0.02) -0.01 (0.02)
REF
0.01 (0.02) 0.01 (0.02)
0.01 (0.02) 0.01 (0.02)
0.03 (0.02) 0.03 (0.02)
0.04 (0.02) 0.04* (0.02)
0.05%* (0.02) 0.05%* (0.02)
0.05* (0.02) 0.05* (0.02)
0.07%** (0.02) 0.06%** (0.02)
0.10%** (0.02) 0.09%** (0.02)

0.35%** (0.02)

0.14%** (0.03)

0.05%** (0.01)
0.06*** (0.01)
0.07%** (0.01)

0.10%** (0.02)

-0.03 (0.02)

-0.03 (0.02)
-0.05* (0.02)
-0.04 (0.02)
-0.04 (0.02)
0.01 (0.02)
-0.03 (0.03)
0.02 (0.02)

0.06* (0.03)

0.34%** (0.02)

0.10%** (0.03)

REF
0.04%** (0.01)
0.04%** (0,01)
0.04** (0.01)

0.08** (0.02)

-0.03 (0.02)
REF
-0.03 (0.02)
-0.04 (0.02)
-0.04* (0.02)
-0.04 (0.02)
0.01 (0.02)
-0.03 (0.03)
0.02 (0.02)

0.05 (0.03)

0.50%** (0.01)

0.08** (0.03)

0.02* (0.01)

0.06*** (0.01)

0.08%** (0.01)

0.10%** (0.02)

0.01 (0.02)

0.02 (0.02)
0.01 (0.02)
0.04* (0.02)
0.02 (0.02)
0.02 (0.02)
0.04 (0.02)
0.05* (0.02)

0.08** (0.03)

0.49*** (0.01)

0.07* (0.03)

REF

0.01 (0.01)

0.04*** (0.01)

0.05%** (0.01)

0.07*** (0.02)

0.01 (0.02)
REF
0.02 (0.02)
0.01 (0.02)
0.04% (0.02)
0.02 (0.02)
0.03 (0.02)
0.04 (0.02)
0.04 (0.02)

0.07* (0.03)
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0.18*** (0.02)

0.02 (0.04)

0.01 (0.01)
0.03* (0.01)
0.03 (0.02)

0.07* (0.03)

0.00 (0.03)

0.00 (0.03)

0.03 (0.03)
0.09%** (0.02)
0.09*** (0.03)
0.11%** (0.03)

0.15%** (0.03)

0.20%** (0.02)

0.03 (0.04)

REF
0.01 (0.01)
0.03* (0.01)
0.03 (0.02)

0.06* (0.03)

REF
0.00 (0.03)

0.00 (0.03)

0.03 (0.03)
0.09%** (0.02)
0.08%** (0.02)
0.11%** (0.03)

0.15%** (0.03)

0.44%** (0,03)

0.16** (0.05)

0.06%** (0.01)
0.09%** (0.02)
0.12%** (0.02)

0.16%** (0.03)

-0.04 (0.05)

-0.03 (0.05)
-0.06 (0.04)
0.05 (0.04)
0.03 (0.04)
0.12* (0.05)
0.09 (0.05)
0.15%* (0.05)

0.25%** (0.04)

0.43*** (0.03)

0.16** (0.05)

REF
0.05%** (0.01)
0.08%** (0.02)
0.10%** (0.02)

0.14*** (0.03)

-0.04 (0.05)
REF

-0.03 (0.05)
-0.03 (0.05)
0.04 (0.04)
0.03 (0.04)
0.12* (0.05)
0.09 (0.05)
0.15%* (0.05)

0.24%** (0.04)

0.31%** (0.02)

0.39%** (0.03)

0.02* (0.01)
0.04%** (0,01)
0.06%** (0.01)

0.09%** (0.02)

0.00 (0.03)

0.06* (0.03)
0.05 (0.04)
0.11%** (0.03)
0.06* (0.03)
0.06* (0.03)
0.05 (0.03)
0.09%* (0.03)

0.08** (0.03)

0.32%%* (0.02)

0.37%** (0.03)

REF
0.01 (0.01)
0.03* (0.01)
0.03* (0.01)

0.06%* (0.02)

0.01 (0.03)

REF
0.06* (0.03)
0.07 (0.04)
0.10%** (0.02)
0.06* (0.03)
0.07* (0.03)
0.05 (0.03)
0.09%* (0.03)

0.07* (0.03)



Redistribution Social liberty Environment EU Immigration Left-right
*16-25 REF REF REF REF REF REF
* 26-35 0.00 (0.01) -0.03* (0.01) 0.01 (0.02) -0.02 (0.02) -0.01 (0.01) -0.04** (0.01) 0.00 (0.02) 0.00 (0.02) -0.03 (0.02) -0.06** (0.02) 0.02 (0.01) -0.02 (0.01)
* 36-64 0.00 (0.01) -0.02 (0.01) 0.01 (0.02) -0.02 (0.02) -0.01 (0.02) -0.03 (0.02) 0.00 (0.03) 0.00 (0.03) -0.04 (0.03) -0.06* (0.03) 0.02 (0.02) -0.01 (0.02)
* 65+ 0.00 (0.02) -0.02 (0.02) 0.01 (0.02) -0.01 (0.02) -0.02 (0.02) -0.04* (0.02) 0.00 (0.03) 0.00 (0.03) -0.04 (0.03) -0.05* (0.03) -0.01 (0.02) -0.04 (0.02)
Covariates
* Education 0.07*** (0.01) 0.06*** (0.01) 0.06*** (0.01) -0.02* (0.01) 0.05*** (0.01) 0.08*** (0.01)
* Religion -0.07*** (0.01) -0.02** (0.01) -0.03*** (0.01) -0.03** (0.01) -0.03** (0.01) -0.08*** (0.01)
* Social class 0.06*** (0.01) 0.09*** (0.01) 0.06*** (0.01) -0.01 (0.01) 0.06*** (0.01) 0.09*** (0.01)
Num.Obs. 142808 142808 142564 142564 131525 131525 111165 111165 138668 138668 139461 139461
R2 0.126 0.143 0.144 0.162 0.090 0.104 0.179 0.187 0.193 0.201 0.366 0.372
R2 Adj. 0.125 0.142 0.144 0.161 0.089 0.103 0.179 0.186 0.193 0.201 0.365 0.372

Note: * p < 0.05, ** p < 0.01, *** p < 0.001
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