
Appendix B: Rubric items  

 
a Some of the items represented concepts that are not straightforward and therefore require an additional level of decision rule for coding. For example, to answer the question, ‘‘Is there reference to city streets as a 
valuable public space?’’ the decision rule required that document explicitly call attention to streets as a community asset, a finite resource, or space for everyone. 
b Number of cities marked with 1 or 2 by at least one coder (n=30) 

Item 
No. 
 

Item 
 

Type of entry 
 

Additional coding instructionsa 
 

Frequencyb  
(%) 

Percent 
agreement 
 

1a 
 

Is there reference to a future state for how streets are used 
that is paradigmatically different from that which currently 
exists?  

0 no evidence; 
1 mentioned; 
2 strong evidence  
 

e.g., references to achieving sustainability, not furthering motorized 
traffic, streets as public space 
 
 

14 (46.6%) 83% 

1b 
 

Additional explanation for your choice above: 
 

Text    

2a 
 

Is there reference to any of the following ideas?  
- Street as valuable public space 
 

0 no evidence; 
1 mentioned; 
2 strong evidence  
 

e.g., streets as community asset, finite, space for all. With general 
acknowledgement, code 1. With elaboration or across documents, code 
2. 

12 (40) 100i 

2b 
 

- Travel as a valued activity (as well as a derived demand) 
 

0 no evidence; 
1 mentioned; 
2 strong evidence  
 

e.g., travel as not only a utility but also for enjoyment, connection to 
community, family, health. 

12 (40) 100i 

2c 
 

- People as the focus (rather than traffic) 
 

0 no evidence; 
1 mentioned; 
2 strong evidence  
 

e.g., keywords highlight residents, families, children, vulnerable 
residents, business owners. 

17 (56.6) 100i 

2d 
 

- Slowing down movement 
 

0 no evidence; 
1 mentioned; 
2 strong evidence  
 

Strong evidence if there is enforced speed limit change, or one of the 
aims is directly to slow vehicles.  

25 (83.3) 90 

2e 
 

- Shift from motorized to human powered (active) mobility 
 

0 no evidence; 
1 mentioned; 
2 strong evidence  
 

e.g., desire or goal to reduce motorized trips and replace with active 
modes 

8 (26.6) 100i 

2f 
 

- Streets can serve a range of uses beyond being a channel 
for traffic  

0 no evidence; 
1 mentioned; 
2 strong evidence  
 

e.g., socializing, playing, exercising, economic activity, recreation, 
leisure, community engagement 

20 (66.6) 100i 

2g 
 

Is there reference to implementing changes on a city-wide 
scale (as opposed to only in one or a few streets)? 
 

0 no evidence; 
1 mentioned; 
2 strong evidence  
 

With acknowledgement of possibility, code 1. With explicit goal to 
transition from a pilot to program (or underway), code 2. 

17 (56.6) 100i 

3 Additional explanation for your choice above: Text    
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4 
 

Is there reference to how street changes might form a 
network? 
 

0 no evidence; 
1 mentioned; 
2 strong evidence  
 
 

With general reference to a network, code 1. With elaboration on links 
and nodes or a new system, code 2. 

6 (20) 100 

5 
 

Do issues of equity appear to be considered for where street 
changes are occurring?  
 

0 no evidence; 
1 mentioned; 
2 strong evidence  
 

e.g., vulnerable, at-risk populations, communities of color, or those with 
low access to green/public space. With general reference, code 1. With 
elaboration, connection to other equity goals, code 2. 

12 (40) 100i 

6a 
 

Is there evidence of a newly created, dedicated work group or 
task force charged with managing the planning and 
implementation? 
 

0 no evidence; 
1 mentioned; 
2 strong evidence  
 

 2 (6.6) 97 

6b 
 

If yes, fill in name of task force and any available contact 
information: 
 

Text 
 

   

7a 
 

Is there evidence of on-going engagement within or between 
City departments? 
- Police department 
 

0 no evidence; 
1 mentioned; 
2 strong evidence  

 

With general acknowledgement, code 1. With elaboration or consistency 
across documents, code 2. 
 
 
 

3 (10) 93 

7b 
 

- Public health department 
 

0 no evidence; 
1 mentioned; 
2 strong evidence  
 

 8 (26.6) 83 

7c 
 

- Mayor/commissioner/council 
 

0 no evidence; 
1 mentioned; 
2 strong evidence  
 
 

 17 (56.6) 93 

7d 
 

- Parks and recreation department 
 

0 no evidence; 
1 mentioned; 
2 strong evidence  
 

 11 (36.6) 97 

7e 
 

- Other: 
 

Text 
 

   

8 
 

Is there evidence of on-going engagement with partners 
external to the city? (i.e., not residents, but specific 
community, city or regional partners) 
 

0 no evidence; 
1 mentioned; 
2 strong evidence  
 

 17 (56.6) 90 

9a 
 

Does the plan acknowledge other benefits/synergies outside 
of preventing the spread of COVID? 
 

0 no evidence; 
1 mentioned; 
2 strong evidence  
 

e.g., mental health, physical health, recreation, economic benefits, 
accessibility.  

28 (93.3) 100i 

9b 
 

Additional explanation for your choice above: 
 

Text 
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10a 
 

Is there evidence of connecting the plan/program of street 
changes to existing (longer term / broader plans) policies or 
programs within the same city?  
 

0 no evidence; 
1 mentioned; 
2 strong evidence  
 

e.g., moving mobility towards carbon neutrality, ‘zero traffic victims’, 
livability and/or sustainability as driving goal rather than efficiency. With 
reference to existing plan(s), code 1. With elaborate description of 
existing plans, code 2.  

14 (46.6) 93 

10b 
 

What plans/policies are mentioned (include year passed if 
possible): 
 

Text 
 

   

11 
 

Is there evidence of an implementation schedule for the 
plan/policy? (e.g., phases or stages with timeline) 
 

0 no evidence; 
1 mentioned; 
2 strong evidence  
 

Mention of phase 1 and/or 2, code 1. If information about timelines and 
future phased plans, code 2.   

12 (40) 100i 

12 
 

Copy and paste any objectives from text: Text 
 

   

13 
 

If objectives are present, is there evidence that objectives are 
SMART (specific, measurable, achievable, relevant, time-
bound)? 
 

0 no evidence; 
1 mentioned; 
2 strong evidence  
 

If objectives meet some SMART indicators, code 1. If objectives are 
elaborated, code 2. 

2 (6.6) 100 

14a 
 

Is there reference to any barriers to implementation, e.g.,  
staff resources, time, limited budget, limited materials 

0 no evidence; 
1 mentioned; 
2 strong evidence  
 

 7 (23) 90 

14b 
 

Other barriers mentioned: 
 

Text 
 

   

15a 
 

If barriers are mentioned, is there reference to how the 
barriers are being dealt with? 
 

0 no evidence; 
1 mentioned; 
2 strong evidence  
 

 6 (20) 0.9 

15b 
 

Copy and paste from text (indicate which file) how barriers are 
being dealt with, or additional explanation for your choice 
above: 
 

Text 
 

   

16a 
 

Is there evidence of support for the plan or program of 
changes from the Mayor, Council/Aldermen, Commissioner, or 
other elected/appointed officials? 
 

0 no evidence; 
1 mentioned; 
2 strong evidence  
 

Short supportive statement from political representative, or mention of 
political support, code 1. If multiple political reps. quoted, or intensive 
involvement, code 2. 

21 (70) 100i 

16b 
 

Indicate names and job titles (separated with semi-colon): 
 

Text 
 

   

17 
 

Is there evidence of an effort to solicit involvement from 
residents? 
 

0 no evidence; 
1 mentioned; 
2 strong evidence  
 

e.g., requests to complete survey or attend meeting, volunteer, etc. With 
general acknowledgement, code 1. With encouragement or elaboration, 
code 2. 

24 (80) 100i 

18a 
 

Is there evidence of an effort to solicit involvement from 
community-based groups, advocacy, or other? 
 

0 no evidence; 
1 mentioned; 
2 strong evidence  

 

 14 (47) 87 

18b 
 

Elaboration of your choice above: 
 

Text 
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19 
 

Is there evidence of support from residents? 
 

0 no evidence; 
1 mentioned; 
2 strong evidence  

 

e.g., survey results or meeting results, volunteer participation, 
partnerships. With general acknowledgement, code 1. With 
encouragement or elaboration, code 2. 

9 (30) 93 

20a 
 

Is there evidence of support from community-based groups, 
advocacy groups, advisory groups, or other? 
 

0 no evidence; 
1 mentioned; 
2 strong evidence  
 

 9 (30) 100i 

20b 
 

Evidence of support from 'other' groups? And elaboration of 
your choice above: 
 

Text 
 

   

21 
 

Is there evidence of an evaluation or monitoring plan? (i.e., 
not public outreach but evaluation of the program or street 
changes) 

 

0 no evidence; 
1 mentioned; 
2 strong evidence  
 

Assessment/evaluation/monitoring with no specifics, code 1. If indication 
of methods and more explanation, code 2. 

17 (56.6) 
 

100i 

22 If evaluation/monitoring is present, is there reference to data 
collection method(s), e.g. intercept surveys (with users), 
photographic evidence of use, other surveys 

 

0 no evidence; 
1 mentioned; 
2 strong evidence  

 

 2 (6.6) 100 

23a 
 

If evaluation/monitoring is present, is there reference to 
specific outcome measures or indicators to be assessed? 

 

0 no evidence; 
1 mentioned; 
2 strong evidence  

 

 3 (10) 100 

23b 
 

If there is reference to specific outcome measures or 
indicators to be assessed, please add outcome measures 
here. 

 

Text    

24a If evaluation/monitoring is present, is there evidence that the 
evaluation is or will feed back into further policy development? 

 

0 no evidence; 
1 mentioned; 
2 strong evidence  

 

With general acknowledgement, code 1. With elaboration, code 2. 14 (46.6) 80 

24b Additional explanation for your choice above: 
 

Text 
 

   

25a 
 

Are there any references to aspiring to a future scale-up of the 
street changes (i.e., in other locations, or in more locations)? 

 

0 no evidence; 
1 mentioned; 
2 strong evidence  

 

If residents can apply for schemes, but no explanation of expansion, 
code mentioned. 

18 (60) 100i 

25b 
 

Additional explanation for your choice above: 
 

Text 
 

   

26a 
 

Are there any references to aspirations of making the street 
changes permanent? 

 

0 no evidence; 
1 mentioned; 
2 strong evidence  

 

With general acknowledgement, code 1. With elaboration, code 2. 9 (30) 90 

26b 
 

Additional explanation for your choice above: 
 

Text 
 

   

27a Is there reference to a pathway or next step for what is 
needed (e.g., approvals, assessment) to make the street 
changes permanent or scaled-up? 

0 no evidence; 
1 mentioned; 
2 strong evidence  

 

With general acknowledgement, code 1. With elaboration, code 2. 3 (10) 93 
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27b 
 

Additional explanation for your choice above: 
 

Text 
 

   

28a 
 

Is there reference to any of the following? 
- Awareness campaign specific to plan/policy 

 

0 no evidence; 
1 mentioned; 
2 strong evidence  

 

With general acknowledgement, code 1. With elaboration or 
encouragement to use or attend, code 2. 

8 (27) 80 

28b 
 

- Hashtag specific to plan/policy 
 

0 no evidence; 
1 mentioned; 
2 strong evidence  

 

 6 (20) 97 

28b 
 

- Name of awareness campaign, hashtag, other information: 
 

Text 
 

   

29a 
 

In what ways can residents provide input? 
- Survey 

 

0 no evidence; 
1 mentioned; 
2 strong evidence  

 

With general acknowledgement, code 1. With elaboration or 
encouragement to use or attend, code 2. 

16 (53) 93 

29b 
 

- Volunteer 
 

0 no evidence; 
1 mentioned; 
2 strong evidence  

 

 12 (40) 90 

29c 
 

- Attend meetings 
 

0 no evidence; 
1 mentioned; 
2 strong evidence  

 

 4 (13) 93 

29d 
 

- Other ways residents can provide input? 
 

Text 
 

   

30a 
 

Is there evidence that plan/policy is circulating on a local 
scale? 
 

0 no evidence; 
1 mentioned; 
2 strong evidence  

 

Search for the city and policy/program in reputable news media sources 
(not blogs, or activist websites). 

30 (100) 93 

30b 
 

±3 links to news articles WITHIN THE CITY/REGION 
(LOCAL), separate with semicolon (;) 
 

Text 
 

   

31a 
 

Is there evidence that plan/policy is circulating on a national 
scale? 
 

0 no evidence; 
1 mentioned; 
2 strong evidence  

 

Sources outside city or state 
 

11 (37) 83 

31b 
 

±3 links to news articles OUTSIDE THE CITY/REGION 
(NATIONAL), separate with semi-colon (;) - could be state 
level if that's all available 
 

Text 
 

   

32a 
 

Is there evidence that plan/policy is circulating on an 
international scale? 
 

0 no evidence; 
1 mentioned; 
2 strong evidence  

 

Sources outside the US 5 (17) 97 

32b 
 

±3 links to news articles OUTSIDE THE US 
(INTERNATIONAL), separate with semicolon (;) 
 

Text    
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i100% agreement reached through group discussion with all coders, field re-coded 
 


