Online appendix

Table A1 shows the links between the knowledge items used in the questionnaire and Nigeria’s
Civic Education course. Note that the knowledge questions were only asked at the very end in
the questionnaire to prevent that students saw the survey as a civic education exam, which
could affect their answers to the attitudinal and behavioural questions. We provide a short
description of the item and show the answer scale. The final column on the right-hand side
describes how the item is linked to the civic education course. The linking is based on an
analysis of the civic education curriculum as outlined by the federal government and Lagos
State government. We also use textbooks used by both public and private schools to examine
course contents more in depth. Public schools tended to use the same book; there were more
differences for the 11 private schools for which we obtained information on the civic education
course. Several schools also used combinations of books. We focused on the curriculum and
textbook contents for SS1 and SS2 only, since the students in the sample were only at the start

of SS3.

The textbooks analysed are the following:

1. Fundamentals of Civic Education for Senior Secondary Schools, books 1 +2 (Sola
Akinyemi): used in public schools and 3 out of 11 private schools

2. Civic Education Explained: For Senior Secondary Schools (Johnson, Anuolowapo
Akinbade): used in 1 out of 11 private schools

3. Essential Civic Education: For Senior Secondary Schools (Babalola & Chuks): used
in 8 out of 11 private schools

4. Civic education for Senior Secondary Schools (R.A. Yusuf): used in 1 out of 11

private schools



Table Al

Survey knowledge items with links to curriculum

Survey items

Curriculum

N° Description Answer Course topics including the item + explanation
scale
1 Name current 1: correct/ Topics: Citizenship, Representative Democracy,
president 0: incorrect, Pillars of Democracy. Nigeria is explained as a
don’t know  presidential system in these course topics. There
is no list of country rulers students should know
and books are somewhat dated but it is logical to
assume the name of the president would be
discussed in class.
2 Name first 1: correct/ Topic: Citizenship. Includes a discussion of
president 0: incorrect, different leaders that played a role in Nigeria’s
don’t know independence as part of the section on
nationalism, including a discussion of Nnamdi
Azikiwe and his later function as president.
3 Name governor  1: correct/ Topics: Pillars of Democracy. Federalism in
Lagos 0: incorrect, Nigeria is explained, as well as the role of the
don’t know  federal, state, and local governments. There is no
list of state governors students should know (and
books are somewhat dated), but it is logical to
assume the name of the Lagos governor would be
discussed in class.
4 Voting age in 1: correct/ Topics: Pillars of Democracy, Representative
Nigeria 0: incorrect, Democracy, Democracy and National
don’tknow  Development; Dangers of Political Apathy,
Achieving Popular Participation in Politics.
Voting and elections feature prominently in the
curriculum. The voting age is mentioned
explicitly in the most commonly used textbooks.
It is also logical to assume it would come up in
class. The process of voting is not explained in
the text (the personal voting card or PVC, process
of oversight etc.). Furthermore, there is no
reference to past military regimes to contrast
them with democracy.
5 Who makes 1: correct/ Topics: Citizenship, Representative Democracy,
laws 0: incorrect, Pillars of Democracy. The role of the parliament
don’t know s explained in these course topics, the roles of
other state organs (executive, judiciary, armed
forces, policy) are also explained.
6 Year of Nigerian 1: correct/ Topic: Citizenship. Includes a discussion of
independence 0: incorrect, Nigerian independence and its date.
don’t know



7 Office location  1: correct/ Topics: Citizenship, Representative Democracy,
of president 0: incorrect, Pillars of Democracy. The role of the president is

don’t know  discussed in these parts of the course. The office
location is not always explicitly mentioned, but it

is logical to assume this would come up in class.

8 Political party of 1: correct/ Topics: Pillars of Democracy. Democracy and
president & 0: incorrect, National Development. The role and functions of
governor don’tknow  political parties are described, with examples

provided of Nigerian parties. There is also
attention to the weaknesses of Nigerian political

parties.
Table A2: Descriptive statistics
Variable N Mean Standard Min Max
Deviation
Participation variables
Voting 2999 2.133 0.960 0 3
Party membership 2987 1.416 1.101 0 3
Campaigning 2994 1.335 1.083 0 3
Contacting 2976 1.877 1.009 0 3
Protesting 2990 1.963 1.042 0 3
Intermediate variables
Political knowledge | 2803 0 1 -4.934 0.937
Democratic values | 2957 0 1 -3.165 1.710
Political 3003 0 1 -2.011 2.083
engagement
Institutional trust 3025 0 1 -1.246 3.119
Background variables
Socio-economic 2667 0 1 -3.396 2.438
status (SES)
Parental political 2976 0 1 -2.494 1.635
engagement
Youth group 3002
No (Ref.) | 1005 0.335 0.472 0 1
Yes, more than 1 | 877 0.292 0.455 0 1
year ago
Yes, within past | 1120 0.373 0.484 0 1
year
Age 3036 16.249 1.2851 12 23
Female 3090 0.607 0.488 0 1
Urban 3118 0.625 0.484 0 1
Ethnicity 3078
Yoruba (Ref.) | 2166 0.704 0.457 0 1
Igbo | 505 0.164 0.370 0 1
Other | 407 0.132 0.339 0 1




Table A3: Partial eta squared effect size measures for Table 3

Model 5. Vote 6. Party 7. Campaign 8. Contact 9. Protest
member

Political 0.002 0.003 0.007 0.001 0.00003

knowledge

Democratic 0.005 0.005 0.018 0.0003 0.005

values

Political 0.007 0.026 0.014 0.006 0.007

engagement

Institutional trust | 0.044 0.036 0.034 0.021 0.008

SES 0.007 0.002 0.0003 0.005 0.014

Parental political | 0.012 0.010 0.007 0.12 0.006

engagement

Youth group

(Ref.=No)

Yes, more than 1 | 0.0002 0.0002 <0.00001 0.001 0.001

year ago 0.001

Yes, within past 0.001 0.0008 0.004 0.004

year

Age 0.0002 0.001 0.001 <0.00001 0.0001

Female 0.001 0.0005 0.0001 0.001 0.004

Urban 0.001 0.006 0.002 0.002 0.004

Ethnicity (Yoruba

=Ref))

Igbo 0.001 0.0008 0.001 <0.00001 0.002

Other 0.00002 0.0003 0.001 0.0008 0.0001

N 2083 2078 2084 2075 2076

Partial eta squared estimates based on single-level models.

Table A4: Change in probability of class membership when going from Min to Max
value of predictor

Disengaged Non-party activist Party activist
Political knowledge 0% +13% -13%
Political engagement -13% -11% +24%
Democratic values -8% +32% -24%
Institutional trust -18% -18% +36%
SES +15% -8% -71%
Parental political -11% -6% +18%
engagement
Youth group (Ref.=No)
Yes, more than 1 year -1% +1% +1%
ago
Yes, within past year -4% -1% +4%
Age -1% -12% +13%
Female -2% +0% +2%
Urban +4% +4% -7%
Ethnicity (Yoruba
=Ref)
Igbo -3% +0% +2%
Other +3% +2% -2%

Fractional multinomial logit model with predicted probability changes via Stata 18 margins. See Table A2 for

minima and maxima.




