Table 1 - Summary of arguments against, in favour of the North-South dichotomy and towards

unifying relations

Dismantling North-South

Maintaining North-South

Unifying North-South

Climate change
(depoliticizes CR in CBDR)

Climate change
(highlights DR in CBDR)

Climate change
(highlights CR in CBDR)

Shared responsibility: hides and
depoliticizes who is responsible
for the problem

Historical responsibility of GN
Vulnerability/capacity gaps of GS

Fair allocation of carbon budget,
ecospace, climate justice and
justice issues in FF

Shared responsibility: Climate
change as global issue that affects
everyone, needs every country to
contribute (post-equity of PA) for
unified global response and
problem-solving.

Integrated international efforts: it
facilitates cohesive and
coordinated response

Effective climate action: it
facilitates more integrated regime
for technology transfer and
finance

Geoeconomic shifts

Power structures
in historical context

Addressing (all) vested interests

Does not capture shifts and
increasing differentiation within
the South (emerging developing
powers such as BRICS; rise of
China; emerging high-emitter
countries) and within the North —
which increasingly leads
electorates to vote for
governments sceptical of climate
change and reluctant to climate
action

Despite increasing differentiation,
it emphasizes structural uneven
relationships, encapsulating
history of colonialism,
extractivism and neocolonialism,
against developmental idealism

Addressing vested interests that
follow rich vs poor and powerful
vs less powerful divides (e.g.
national oil companies in the
South, rich in the North and South
vs poor in the North and South)

Hidden inequalities

Persistent inequalities

Multi-layered inequalities

In some issues, it does not hold
explicative power, as it hides

Power distribution in global
political economy follows N-S

It sheds lights on increasing
inequalities within Global North

power inequalities within North divide; finance, technology, L&D | and Global South
and South and reifies still framed in N-S terms; income
developmental idealism, inequalities N-S increased;
overemphasising states and hierarchy in international system
political elites largely intact
Ambiguity and divide-and-rule Flexibility Southern pressure

Divide is ambiguous, leads to
polarised discussions and
stalemates, producing
unproductive blame games

Divide-and-rule tactics:
universalist language, strategic use
of punctuation in texts, enabling

Highlights different Global Souths
acting at different scales of
governance

It helps in gaining understanding
of contradictory, evolving and
dialectical dynamics of the divide,
offering critical appraisal of power

The unifying of different Souths
(the South within the Global
South and the South within the
Global North) leads to
constructive action at different
scales of governance, with the rise




coalitions of like-minded actors
across the divide to the detriment
of the others

structures established by the North
(trade, aid, knowledge)

of global climate justice
movements pressuring the Norths

Rhetorical slogan

Commonality and
Multilateralism

Constructive problem solving

GS seen as rhetorical slogan for
narrow political goals; political
project that has lost relevance
after the end of Cold War

It highlights sufficient level of
commonality vis-a-vis the North
for understanding the political
nature of the divide: common
positions of the South in
multilateral fora and South
identity persists due to resilient
divisions in world economy and
politics

The constructive stance of GN and
GS and agreement between Norths
and Souths on measures, costs and
allocation leads to managing the
problem

Globalisation and economic
convergence

Transformation Opportunities

Development paradigm
redefinition

Economic integration blurred the
divide, raising multipolarity in
international arena

Highlights asymmetric
opportunities (i.e., international
financial architecture, patents)

Push away the ladder -> RtD and
permanent sovereignty over
natural resources

The coming together of Norths
and Souths entails a
transformative and inclusive
redefinition of development




