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APPENDIX 
 
 
 
 
 
Table A1. Elections included in the analysis 

        

Country 

Expert 
ratings EP 
election 

National 
election #1 
date 

Experts 
ratings for 
NE #1 

National 
election #2 
date 

Experts 
ratings for 
NE #2 

National 
election #3 
date 

Experts 
ratings for 
NE #3 

        
        
Austria 14 2017.10.15 27 2019.09.29 16   
Bulgaria 19 2017.03.26 15 2021.04.04 7   
Croatia 16 2016.09.11 18 2020.07.05 14   
Czech Republic 10 2021.10.09 19     
Denmark 8 2019.06.05 16     
Estonia 8 2019.03.03 13     
Finland 9 2019.04.14 15     
France 10 2017.06.11 12     
Germany 47 2017.09.24 44 2021.09.26 51   
Greece 11 2019.07.07 26     
Hungary 13 2018.04.08 12 2022.04.03 21   
Ireland 7 2020.02.08 13     
Italy 20 2018.03.04 34     
Latvia 8 2018.10.06 13     
Lithuania 10 2016.10.09 28     
Luxembourg 2 2018.10.14 5     
Malta 10 2017.06.03 11     
Poland 11 2019.10.13 17     
Portugal 20 2019.10.06 31 2022.01.30 24   
Romania 11 2016.12.11 23 2020.12.06 13   
Slovakia 7 2020.02.29 15     
Slovenia 5 2018.06.03 5 2022.04.24 7   
Spain 10 2016.06.26 19 2019.04.28 41 2019.11.10 22 
Sweden 16 2018.09.09 18     
The Netherlands 34 2017.03.15 40 2021.03.17 13   
UK 27 2017.06.08 48 2019.12.12 23   
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Table A2. Parties included in the analysis 

     

Country Party 

First 
national 
election 

Second 
national 
election 

Third 
national 
election 

     
     
Austria Austrian People's Party (ÖVP) 2017 2019  
Austria Social Democratic Party of Austria (SPÖ) 2017 2019  
Austria NEOS 2017 2019  
Austria Freedom Party of Austria (FPÖ) 2017 2019  
Austria Die Grünen 2017 2019  
Bulgaria Volya 2017 2021  
Bulgaria Citizens for European Development of Bulgaria (GERB) 2017 2021  
Bulgaria Bulgarian Socialist Party (BSP) 2017 2021  
Bulgaria Movement for Rights and Freedoms (DPS) 2017 2021  
Bulgaria United Patriots 2017 2021  
Croatia Human Shield (Živi zid) 2016 2020*  
Croatia Bridge of Independent Lists (Most) 2016 2020*  
Croatia Croatian Democratic Union (HDZ) 2016 2020*  
Croatia Social Democratic Party of Croatia (SDP) 2016   
Czech Republic TOP 09 2021   
Czech Republic Czech Pirate Party 2021   
Czech Republic Czech Social Democratic Party (ČSSD) 2021   
Czech Republic Civic Democratic Party (ODS) 2021   
Czech Republic Freedom and Direct Democracy (SPD) 2021   
Czech Republic Communist Party of Bohemia and Moravia (KSČM) 2021   
Denmark Det Konservative Folkeparti (KF) 2019   
Denmark Alternativet (Å) 2019   
Denmark Socialistik Folkeparti (F) 2019   
Denmark Venstre (V) 2019   
Denmark Socialdemokratiet (A) 2019   
Denmark Enhedslisten - De Rød-Grønne (Ø) 2019   
Denmark Dansk Folkeparti (O) 2019   
Denmark Radikale Venstre (B) 2019   
Estonia Estonian Centre Party 2019   
Estonia Conservative People's Party of Estonia (EKRE) 2019   
Estonia Pro Patria (Isamaa) 2019   
Estonia Estonian Reform Party 2019   
Estonia Social Democratic Party (SDE) 2019   
Finland Green League (VIHR) 2019   
Finland Swedish People's Party of Finland (SFP) 2019   
Finland National Coalition Party (NCP) 2019   
Finland Centre Party (KESK) 2019   
Finland Finns Party 2019   
Finland Left Alliance (V) 2019   
Finland Social Democratic Party of Finland (SDP) 2019   
France La France insoumise (FI) 2017   
France Parti socialiste (PS) 2017   
France La République En Marche (REM) 2017   
France Les Républicains (LR) 2017   
Germany FDP 2017 2021  
Germany CDU/CSU 2017 2021  
Germany Die Linke 2017 2021  
Germany SPD 2017 2021  
Germany AfD 2017 2021  
Germany Bündnis 90/Die Grünen 2017 2021  
Greece New Democracy (ND) 2019   
Greece Syriza 2019   
Greece Communist Party of Greece (KKE) 2019   
Greece Golden Dawn 2019   
Greece Movement for Change (KINAL) 2019   
Hungary Jobbik 2018 2022  
Hungary Politics Can Be Different (LMP) 2018 2022  
Hungary Hungarian Socialist Party (MSZP) 2018 2022  
Hungary Fidesz–KDNP Party Alliance 2018 2022  
Hungary Democratic Coalition (DK) 2018 2022  
Hungary Our Homeland Movement (Mi Hazánk) 2022   
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Ireland Fianna Fáil 2020*   
Ireland Fine Gael 2020*   
Ireland Páirtí an Lucht Oibre (Labour) 2020*   
Ireland Sinn Féin 2020*   
Italy Movimento 5 Stelle (M5S) 2018   
Italy Lega 2018   
Italy Forza Italia (FI) 2018   
Italy Partito Democratico (PD) 2018   
Italy Fratelli d'Italia (FdI) 2018   
Latvia Unity (V) 2018   
Latvia Social Democratic Party 'Harmony' 2018   
Latvia National Alliance (NA) 2018   
Latvia Who owns the state? (KPV) 2018   
Latvia Union of Greens and Farmers (ZZS) 2018   
Latvia New Conservative Party (JKP) 2018   
Lithuania Social Democratic Party of Lithuania (LSDP) 2016   
Lithuania Homeland Union – Lithuanian Christian Democrats (TS-LKD) 2016   
Lithuania Lithuanian Farmers and Greens Union (LVŽS) 2016   
Lithuania Labour Party (DP) 2016   
Lithuania Elect. Action of Poles in Lith. – Christ. Families All. (LLRA–KŠS) 2016   
Lithuania Party Order and Justice (PTT) 2016   
Luxembourg Luxembourg Socialist Workers' Party (LSAP) 2018   
Luxembourg Christian Social People's Party (CSV) 2018   
Luxembourg Alternative Democratic Reform Party (ADR) 2018   
Luxembourg Déi Lénk 2018   
Luxembourg The Greens 2018   
Luxembourg Pirate Party Luxembourg 2018   
Luxembourg Democratic Party (DP) 2018   
Malta Nationalist Party (PN) 2017   
Malta Labour Party (PL) 2017   
Poland Law and Justice (PiS) 2019   
Poland Polish People's Party (PSL) 2019   
Poland Democratic Left Alliance (SLD) 2019   
Poland Civic Platform (PO) 2019   
Poland Liberty (KORWiN) 2019   
Portugal Partido Popular (CDS-PP) 2019 2022  
Portugal Bloco de Esquerda (BE) 2019 2022  
Portugal Partido Socialista (PS) 2019 2022  
Portugal Partido Social Democrata (PPD/PSD) 2019 2022  
Portugal Partido Comunista Português (PCP) 2022   
Romania Social Democratic Party (PSD) 2016 2020*  
Romania People's Movement Party (PMP) 2016 2020*  
Romania Save Romania Union (USR) 2016 2020*  
Romania National Liberal Party (PNL) 2016 2020*  
Romania Alliance of Liberals and Democrats (ALDE) 2016   
Romania Democratic Alliance of Hungarians in Romania (RMDSZ) 2020*   
Romania Freedom, Unity and Solidarity Party (PLUS) 2020*   
Romania PRO Romania 2020*   
Slovakia Slovak National Party (SNS) 2020*   
Slovakia Direction – Social Democracy (SD) 2020*   
Slovakia Most–Híd 2020*   
Slovakia We Are Family 2020*   
Slovakia Ordinary People (OĽaNO) 2020*   
Slovakia Kotleba – People's Party Our Slovakia 2020*   
Slovakia Progressive Slovakia (PS) 2020*   
Slovakia Freedom and Solidarity (SaS) 2020*   
Slovenia The Left (Levica) 2018 2022  
Slovenia Social Democrats (SD) 2018 2022  
Slovenia List of Marjan Šarec (LMŠ) 2018 2022  
Slovenia New Slovenia – Christian Democrats (NSi) 2018 2022  
Slovenia Slovenian Democratic Party (SDS) 2018 2022  
Slovenia Democratic Party of Pensioners of Slovenia (DeSUS) 2018   
Slovenia Slovenian National Party (SNS) 2022   
Spain Partido Popular (PP) 2016 2019 2019 
Spain Partido Socialista Obrero Español (PSOE) 2016 2019 2019 
Spain Unidas Podemos 2016 2019 2019 
Spain Ciudadanos (Cs) 2016 2019 2019 
Spain VOX 2019 2019  
Spain Esquerra Republicana de Catalunya (ERC) 2019   
Sweden Green Party (MP) 2018   
Sweden Christian Democrats (KD) 2018   
Sweden Moderate Party (M) 2018   
Sweden Left Party (V) 2018   
Sweden Swedish Social Democratic Party (S) 2018   
Sweden Sweden Democrats (SD) 2018   
Sweden Centre Party (C) 2018   
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The Netherlands Socialist Party (SP) 2017 2021  
The Netherlands Party for Freedom (PVV) 2017 2021  
The Netherlands GreenLeft (GL) 2017 2021  
The Netherlands People's Party for Freedom and Democracy (VVD) 2017 2021  
The Netherlands D66 2017 2021  
The Netherlands Christian Democratic Appeal (CDA) 2017 2021  
The Netherlands Labour Party (PvdA) 2017 2021  
The Netherlands Party for the Animals (PvdD) 2017   
The Netherlands Christian Union (CU) 2017   
The Netherlands Forum for Democracy (FvD) 2021   
UK Conservative Party 2017 2019  
UK Liberal Democrats (Lib Dems) 2017 2019  
UK Labour Party 2017 2019  
UK UKIP 2017   
UK Brexit Party 2019   
     

* Removed from robustness checks that exclude 2020 (covid-19) 
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Table A3. Drivers of negative tone in European and national elections 
 National elections EU elections 
 M1   M2   
 Coef se p Coef se p 
       
Extreme 1.08 0.28 0.000 1.74 0.35 0.000 
Left-right 0.22 0.06 0.000 0.24 0.06 0.000 
National gvt -0.53 0.24 0.024 -0.77 0.28 0.007 
Year founded 0.00 0.00 0.732 -0.00 0.00 0.962 
Incumbent (nat E) -0.40 0.33 0.220 -0.17 0.34 0.620 
Percent votes (nat E) 0.02 0.01 0.242 0.01 0.01 0.524 
Proportional repr. 0.21 0.31 0.498 -0.49 0.44 0.263 
East a 0.11 0.29 0.699 0.02 0.32 0.956 
North a -0.80 0.38 0.033 -0.71 0.42 0.090 
South a 0.33 0.43 0.445 0.90 0.48 0.062 
       
Constant 1.96 5.48 0.720 4.09 5.82 0.482 
       
N (parties) 139   139   
N (countries) 26   26   
R2 0.401   0.469   
Model chi-square 172.9   109.9   

a Reference: West 
Models are multilevel linear regressions, with parties nested into countries. Models with 
robust standard errors. 
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Table A4. Drivers of fear appeals in European and national elections 
 National elections EU elections 
 M1   M2   
 Coef se p Coef se p 
       
Extreme 1.33 0.32 0.000 1.72 0.35 0.000 
Left-right 0.34 0.06 0.000 0.27 0.06 0.000 
National gvt -0.32 0.24 0.179 -0.50 0.23 0.029 
Year founded 0.00 0.00 0.688 0.00 0.00 0.462 
Incumbent (nat E) -0.54 0.36 0.134 -0.19 0.31 0.541 
Percent votes (nat E) 0.03 0.01 0.021 0.02 0.01 0.240 
Proportional repr. -0.27 0.53 0.604 -0.69 0.63 0.273 
East a 0.89 0.48 0.060 -0.05 0.49 0.914 
North a 0.62 0.49 0.207 -0.56 0.47 0.237 
South a 1.17 0.59 0.048 0.51 0.64 0.429 
       
Constant -0.65 8.13 0.936 -0.12 5.85 0.983 
       
N (parties) 139   139   
N (countries) 26   26   
R2 0.467   0.442   
Model chi-square 125.1   121.4   

a Reference: West 
Models are multilevel linear regressions, with parties nested into countries. Models with 
robust standard errors. 
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Table A5. Drivers of enthusiasm appeals in European and national elections 
 National elections EU elections 
 M1   M2   
 Coef se p Coef se p 
       
Extreme -0.97 0.24 0.000 -1.63 0.36 0.000 
Left-right -0.12 0.05 0.018 -0.19 0.06 0.001 
National gvt 0.51 0.22 0.021 0.98 0.25 0.000 
Year founded 0.00 0.00 0.278 0.00 0.00 0.228 
Incumbent (nat E) 0.77 0.30 0.011 0.09 0.29 0.752 
Percent votes (nat E) 0.03 0.01 0.007 0.01 0.01 0.326 
Proportional repr. 0.08 0.30 0.789 0.49 0.54 0.368 
East a 0.47 0.27 0.077 0.10 0.36 0.790 
North a 0.52 0.42 0.208 0.31 0.41 0.456 
South a 0.32 0.25 0.190 -0.17 0.49 0.723 
       
Constant -2.06 5.47 0.707 -3.61 7.43 0.628 
       
N (parties) 139   138   
N (countries) 26   26   
R2 0.450   0.396   
Model chi-square 112.6   100.3   

a Reference: West 
Models are multilevel linear regressions, with parties nested into countries. Models with 
robust standard errors. 
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Table A6. Drivers of differences between European and national elections 
 Negative  

tone 
Fear  

appeals 
Enthusiasm 

appeals 
 M1   M2   M3   
 Coef se p Coef se p Coef se p 
          
Extreme 0.64 0.26 0.015 0.33 0.28 0.231 -0.62 0.27 0.019 
Left-right 0.01 0.06 0.827 -0.04 0.07 0.505 -0.07 0.06 0.260 
National gvt -0.27 0.35 0.441 -0.26 0.24 0.279 0.51 0.29 0.081 
Year founded -0.00 0.00 0.644 0.00 0.00 0.944 0.00 0.00 0.651 
Incumbent (nat E) 0.25 0.44 0.573 0.22 0.33 0.506 -0.65 0.38 0.088 
Percent votes (nat E) -0.00 0.01 0.728 -0.01 0.01 0.279 -0.02 0.01 0.048 
Proportional repr. -0.70 0.25 0.005 -0.36 0.44 0.405 0.38 0.36 0.298 
East a -0.08 0.31 0.792 -0.87 0.36 0.014 -0.38 0.34 0.255 
North a 0.11 0.44 0.794 -1.10 0.34 0.001 -0.23 0.36 0.516 
South a 0.57 0.42 0.177 -0.61 0.31 0.047 -0.49 0.40 0.221 
          
Constant 2.08 4.55 0.647 0.84 6.32 0.894 -1.22 5.55 0.826 
          
N (parties) 139   139   138   
N (countries) 26   26   26   
R2 0.155   0.188   0.207   
Model chi-square 24.44   25.10   33.61   

a Reference: West 
Models are multilevel linear regressions, with parties nested into countries. Models with 
robust standard errors. 
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Table A7. Drivers of differences between European and national elections (additional 
controls for EU elections) 
 Negative  

tone 
Fear  

appeals 
Enthusiasm 

appeals 
 M1   M2   M3   
 Coef se p Coef se p Coef se p 
          
Extreme 0.64 0.27 0.017 0.34 0.29 0.238 -0.65 0.28 0.021 
Left-right 0.01 0.06 0.847 -0.04 0.07 0.552 -0.07 0.06 0.249 
National gvt -0.29 0.37 0.435 -0.28 0.25 0.270 0.55 0.30 0.064 
Year founded -0.00 0.00 0.485 -0.00 0.00 0.693 0.00 0.00 0.469 
Incumbent (nat E) 0.28 0.45 0.539 0.20 0.35 0.568 -0.75 0.38 0.045 
Percent votes (nat E) -0.00 0.01 0.756 -0.01 0.01 0.431 -0.02 0.01 0.104 
Proportional repr. -0.33 0.28 0.245 -0.04 0.43 0.926 -0.00 0.26 0.988 
East a -0.30 0.30 0.327 -0.44 0.35 0.204 0.35 0.30 0.246 
North a 0.02 0.40 0.969 -0.99 0.32 0.002 0.04 0.48 0.940 
South a 0.01 0.59 0.982 -1.54 0.61 0.012 0.54 0.39 0.160 
          
Unempl. (2018) -0.01 0.05 0.781 0.08 0.04 0.035 -0.04 0.03 0.279 
GDP (2018) -0.01 0.01 0.090 -0.01 0.01 0.069 0.02 0.01 0.025 
Immigration (14-17) 0.01 0.09 0.902 0.09 0.08 0.253 -0.09 0.08 0.238 
Turnout 2019 0.00 0.02 0.785 0.01 0.02 0.758 0.01 0.02 0.453 
Year joined EU -0.02 0.01 0.127 -0.02 0.01 0.019 0.01 0.01 0.380 
          
Constant 36.81 21.69 0.090 52.35 21.65 0.016 -22.3 19.65 0.256 
          
N (parties) 139   139   138   
N (countries) 26   26   26   
R2 0.230   0.249   0.279   
Model chi-square 111.2   47.53   63.20   

a Reference: West 
Models are multilevel linear regressions, with parties nested into countries. Models with 
robust standard errors. 
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Table A8. Drivers of differences between European and national elections (removing COVID 
year: 2020) 
 Negative  

tone 
Fear  

appeals 
Enthusiasm 

appeals 
 M1   M2   M3   
 Coef se p Coef se p Coef se p 
          
Extreme 0.46 0.27 0.080 0.11 0.25 0.654 -0.48 0.27 0.071 
Left-right -0.01 0.06 0.884 -0.07 0.06 0.208 -0.03 0.05 0.606 
National gvt -0.37 0.37 0.312 -0.26 0.26 0.315 0.51 0.31 0.098 
Year founded 0.00 0.00 0.764 0.00 0.00 0.463 -0.00 0.00 0.775 
Incumbent (nat E) 0.39 0.46 0.395 0.33 0.35 0.335 -0.73 0.41 0.076 
Percent votes (nat E) -0.00 0.01 0.958 -0.01 0.01 0.388 -0.03 0.01 0.011 
Proportional repr. -0.65 0.27 0.018 -0.25 0.41 0.544 0.48 0.36 0.177 
East a -0.05 0.35 0.893 -0.89 0.34 0.009 -0.35 0.35 0.322 
North a 0.18 0.47 0.699 -1.13 0.34 0.001 -0.42 0.38 0.271 
South a 0.51 0.47 0.274 -0.74 0.32 0.020 -0.53 0.42 0.207 
          
Constant -1.27 4.43 0.775 -3.10 6.03 0.607 2.73 5.34 0.610 
          
N (parties) 127   127   126   
N (countries) 24   24   24   
R2 0.126   0.214   0.222   
Model chi-square 20.85   22.81   26.85   

a Reference: West 
Models are multilevel linear regressions, with parties nested into countries. Models with 
robust standard errors. 
 
 
  



11 
 

Table A9. Drivers of differences between European and national elections (controlling for 
number of experts, and only for EU elections in which >=3 experts have provided ratings) 
 Negative  

tone 
Fear  

appeals 
Enthusiasm 

appeals 
 M1   M2   M3   
 Coef se p Coef se p Coef se p 
          
Extreme 0.58 0.27 0.032 0.22 0.26 0.397 -0.55 0.27 0.039 
Left-right 0.03 0.06 0.682 -0.03 0.07 0.688 -0.09 0.06 0.181 
National gvt -0.26 0.35 0.460 -0.26 0.24 0.270 0.51 0.29 0.079 
Year founded -0.00 0.00 0.559 0.00 0.00 0.990 0.00 0.00 0.703 
Incumbent (nat E) 0.32 0.45 0.478 0.20 0.35 0.575 -0.75 0.40 0.058 
Percent votes (nat E) -0.00 0.01 0.796 -0.01 0.01 0.368 -0.02 0.01 0.041 
Proportional repr. -0.61 0.24 0.010 -0.39 0.44 0.380 0.22 0.28 0.422 
East a -0.07 0.27 0.791 -0.85 0.50 0.092 0.13 0.27 0.612 
North a 0.10 0.36 0.785 -1.07 0.43 0.012 0.28 0.25 0.263 
South a 0.51 0.36 0.152 -0.59 0.40 0.147 -0.02 0.29 0.935 
          
Number experts (EU) 0.01 0.01 0.382 -0.00 0.02 0.935 0.02 0.01 0.021 
          
Constant 2.54 4.80 0.596 1.18 6.47 0.856 -1.34 5.57 0.809 
          
N (parties) 132   132   132   
N (countries) 25   25   25   
R2 0.155   0.165   0.233   
Model chi-square 46.30   25.83   36.24   

a Reference: West 
Models are multilevel linear regressions, with parties nested into countries. Models with 
robust standard errors. 
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Table A10. Drivers of differences between European and national elections (excluding left-
right) 
 Negative  

tone 
Fear  

appeals 
Enthusiasm 

appeals 
 M1   M2   M3   
 Coef se p Coef se p Coef se p 
          
Extreme 0.65 0.27 0.016 0.29 0.29 0.323 -0.68 0.28 0.015 
National gvt -0.27 0.36 0.455 -0.27 0.24 0.248 0.48 0.28 0.087 
Year founded -0.00 0.00 0.647 0.00 0.00 0.932 0.00 0.00 0.686 
Incumbent (nat E) 0.24 0.44 0.581 0.24 0.34 0.481 -0.62 0.37 0.095 
Percent votes (nat E) -0.00 0.01 0.742 -0.01 0.01 0.232 -0.02 0.01 0.033 
Proportional repr. -0.69 0.25 0.005 -0.37 0.44 0.401 0.36 0.36 0.311 
East a -0.08 0.31 0.807 -0.90 0.35 0.010 -0.42 0.35 0.224 
North a 0.11 0.44 0.795 -1.10 0.33 0.001 -0.23 0.35 0.512 
South a 0.57 0.42 0.173 -0.60 0.31 0.048 -0.47 0.40 0.231 
          
Constant 2.06 4.51 0.647 0.60 6.34 0.924 -1.16 5.59 0.836 
          
N (parties) 139   139   138   
N (countries) 26   26   26   
R2 0.154   0.185   0.198   
Model chi-square 24.44   19.26   32.04   

a Reference: West 
Models are multilevel linear regressions, with parties nested into countries. Models with 
robust standard errors. 
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Table A11. Drivers of differences between European and national elections (left-right 
categorical, middle as reference category) 
 Negative  

tone 
Fear  

appeals 
Enthusiasm 

appeals 
 M1   M2   M3   
 Coef se p Coef se p Coef se p 
          
Extreme left a 0.09 0.61 0.887 -0.28 0.53 0.599 -0.46 0.49 0.340 
Left a 1.03 0.53 0.051 0.39 0.53 0.460 -0.88 0.40 0.027 
Centre left a -0.26 0.45 0.560 -0.48 0.46 0.294 0.11 0.44 0.805 
Centre right a 0.03 0.44 0.942 -0.40 0.42 0.336 -0.28 0.37 0.446 
Right a 0.27 0.57 0.630 -0.27 0.50 0.596 -0.18 0.49 0.713 
Extreme right a 0.66 0.58 0.250 -0.26 0.57 0.647 -1.29 0.57 0.024 
National gvt -0.28 0.36 0.424 -0.30 0.22 0.167 0.49 0.27 0.068 
Year founded -0.00 0.00 0.691 0.00 0.00 0.722 0.00 0.00 0.685 
Incumbent (nat E) 0.28 0.44 0.521 0.32 0.32 0.319 -0.65 0.38 0.083 
Percent votes (nat E) -0.01 0.01 0.604 -0.01 0.01 0.206 -0.02 0.01 0.041 
Proportional repr. -0.71 0.24 0.003 -0.32 0.40 0.426 0.43 0.39 0.271 
East b -0.06 0.30 0.850 -0.89 0.32 0.005 -0.46 0.33 0.168 
North b 0.11 0.44 0.808 -1.12 0.35 0.001 -0.29 0.33 0.376 
South b 0.66 0.43 0.128 -0.61 0.31 0.049 -0.64 0.37 0.085 
          
Constant 1.78 4.01 0.657 -0.77 6.29 0.902 -1.11 5.64 0.843 
          
N (parties) 139   139   138   
N (countries) 26   26   26   
R2 0.195   0.212   0.268   
Model chi-square 48.30   29.88   69.65   

a Reference: Centre 
b Reference: West 
Models are multilevel linear regressions, with parties nested into countries. Models with 
robust standard errors. 
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Table A12. Drivers of differences between European and national elections (adjusted 
dependent variables, based on regression residuals) 
 Negative  

tone 
(adjusted) 

Fear  
appeals  

(adjusted) 

Enthusiasm 
appeals 

(adjusted) 
 M1   M2   M3   
 Coef se p Coef se p Coef se p 
          
Extreme 1.78 0.36 0.000 0.23 0.16 0.155 -0.29 0.16 0.070 
Left-right -0.13 0.06 0.038 -0.09 0.04 0.037 0.06 0.04 0.140 
National gvt -0.82 0.24 0.000 -0.19 0.13 0.161 0.31 0.19 0.101 
Year founded 0.00 0.00 0.981 -0.00 0.00 0.757 0.00 0.00 0.726 
Incumbent (nat E) -0.32 0.33 0.328 0.18 0.19 0.348 -0.48 0.25 0.053 
Percent votes (nat E) 0.01 0.02 0.403 -0.01 0.01 0.173 -0.01 0.01 0.031 
Proportional repr. -0.24 0.38 0.534 -0.12 0.29 0.670 0.14 0.21 0.521 
East a 0.35 0.36 0.329 -0.47 0.22 0.038 -0.31 0.21 0.129 
North a -0.95 0.45 0.034 -0.77 0.23 0.001 -0.06 0.25 0.826 
South a 0.71 0.59 0.227 -0.31 0.20 0.126 -0.37 0.20 0.062 
          
Constant -0.09 6.54 0.989 2.06 3.86 0.594 -1.06 3.47 0.761 
          
N (parties) 139   139   138   
N (countries) 26   26   26   
R2 0.395   0.224   0.211   
Model chi-square 75.47   34.60   66.36   

a Reference: West 
Models are multilevel linear regressions, with parties nested into countries. Models with 
robust standard errors. 
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Table A13. Drivers of differences between European and national elections (position on EU 
integration instead of party extremism) 
 Negative  

tone 
Fear  

appeals 
Enthusiasm 

appeals 
 M1   M2   M3   
 Coef se p Coef se p Coef se p 
          
Favours EU integr. -0.19 0.05 0.000 -0.12 0.06 0.038 0.24 0.05 0.000 
Left-right -0.04 0.07 0.619 -0.09 0.07 0.225 0.01 0.07 0.845 
National gvt -0.23 0.33 0.480 -0.24 0.23 0.300 0.45 0.31 0.141 
Year founded -0.00 0.00 0.763 0.00 0.00 0.783 0.00 0.00 0.655 
Incumbent (nat E) 0.20 0.42 0.631 0.19 0.32 0.550 -0.59 0.40 0.137 
Percent votes (nat E) -0.00 0.01 0.864 -0.01 0.01 0.317 -0.02 0.01 0.015 
Proportional repr. -0.63 0.25 0.014 -0.29 0.44 0.517 0.27 0.30 0.368 
East a -0.00 0.32 0.994 -0.89 0.37 0.015 -0.47 0.31 0.137 
North a 0.15 0.39 0.695 -1.14 0.30 0.000 -0.22 0.34 0.512 
South a 0.61 0.42 0.145 -0.66 0.28 0.020 -0.48 0.30 0.115 
          
Constant 2.83 5.10 0.579 0.41 6.61 0.950 -2.98 5.51 0.588 
          
N (parties) 138   138   138   
N (countries) 26   26   26   
R2 0.241   0.236   0.370   
Model chi-square 42.63   32.82   160.6   

a Reference: West 
Models are multilevel linear regressions, with parties nested into countries. Models with 
robust standard errors. 
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Figure A1. Drivers of campaign dimensions (standardised dependent variables) 

 
Note. Coefficient plot with 90% (inner range) and 95% (outer range, in light grey) confidence 
intervals, with robust standard errors. All variables, including the DVs, are standardised for 
comparability (M = 0, SD = 1). Models are multilevel linear regressions, with parties nested 
into countries. Models controlled by country region.  
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Figure A2. Drivers of differences between European and national elections (standardised 
dependent variables) 

 
Note. Coefficient plot with 90% (inner range) and 95% (outer range, in light grey) confidence 
intervals with robust standard errors. All variables, including the DVs, are standardised for 
comparability (M = 0, SD = 1). Models are multilevel linear regressions, with parties nested 
into countries. Models controlled by region. Positive coefficients indicate that the campaign 
dimension (e.g., negative tone) was more present in EU than in national elections; negative 
coefficients indicate the opposite. 
 


