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Gü̈ nel, Gö� kçe, Saiba Varma, and Chika Watanabe. 2020. “A Manifesto for Patchwork 
Ethnography.” Society for Cultural Anthropology June 9. https://culanth.org/fieldsights/a-
manifesto-for-patchwork-ethnography.

Gurrola, Maria A., and Cecilia Ayó� n. 2018. “Immigration Policies and Social Determinants of 
Health: Is Immigrants’ Health at Risk?” Race and Social Problems
10:209–220.

Gutschow, Kim and Robbie Davis-Floyd. 2021. “The Impacts of COVID-19 on US Maternity 
Care Practices: A Followup Study.” Frontiers in Sociology 6:655401.

Haas, Bridget M. 2023. Suspended Lives: Navigating Everyday Violence in the US Asylum 
System. Berkeley: University of California Press. 

Haas Institute for a Fair and Inclusive Society. 2016. We Too Belong: A Resource Guide of 
Inclusive Practices in Immigration & Incarceration Law and Policy. Berkeley: University of 
California. 

Hallock, Jeffrey, Ariel Ruiz Soto, and Michael Fix. 2018. “In Search of Safety, Growing 
Numbers of Women Flee Central America.” Migration Policy Institute, May 30. https://www.
migrationpolicy.org/article/search-safety-growing-numbers-women-flee-central-america.

Hamm, Rebecca F., Natasha R. Kumar, Melissa Riege, Binuri Hapuarachchy, Sarahn M. 
Wheeler and Elizabeth A. Howell. 2022. “Addressing Disparities in Care on Labor and 
Delivery.” Current Obstetrics and Gynecology Reports 2022(11):143–151.

Hammond-Ratzlaff, Amy and Arlene Fulton. 2001. “Knowledge Gained by Mothers Enrolled 
in a Home Visitation Program.” Adolescence 36(143):435-442.

Hannam, Kevin, Mimi Sheller, and John Urry. 2006. “Mobilities, Immobilities and Moorings.” 
Mobilities 1(1):1–22. https://doi.org/10.1080/17450100500489189.

Happy Mama Healthy Baby Alliance (HMHBA). 2023. “Community Birth Doula Training 
& Certification Program.” https://motherbabysupport.net/professional-education/birth-
doula-training-and-certification/. Accessed 10 June 2024.

–2025. “Happy Mamas Growing Healthy Babies.” https://motherbabysupport.
net. Accessed 21 May 2025. 

Hardon, Anita and Eileen Moyer. 2014. “Anthropology of AIDS: Modes of Engagement.” 
Medical Anthropology 33(4):255-262. 
DOI: 10.1080/01459740.2014.889132 



173

References

Harris, Tina. 2013. Geographical Diversions: Tibetan Trade, Global Transactions. Athens: 
University of Georgia Press. 

Harrison, Chase and Khalea Robertson. 2025. “Tracking Trump and Latin America: 
Migration—Judge Rules Against Use of Alien Enemies Act.” American Society/Council of the 
Americas January 31. 

Hartsell, Alisa. 2024. “Navigating United States Immigration Courts Through Shadowing 
Asylum Seekers.” Geographical Review 114(5):639–652. https://doi.org/10.1080/001674
28.2024.2314025 

Haugen, Heidi Østbø. 2012. “Nigerians in China: A Second State of Immobility.” International 
Migration 50(2):65–80. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-2435.2011.00713.x.

Hawkins, Katherine. 2025. “How Trump Is Disappearing Migrants”. Lawfare, May 13. 
https://www.lawfaremedia.org/article/how-trump-is-disappearing-migrants 

Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA). 2024. “Healthy Start.” https://mchb.
hrsa.gov/programs-impact/healthy-start Accessed November 12, 2024. 

Healthcare.gov. 2021. “Coverage for Lawfully Present Immigrants.” https://www.healthcare.
gov/immigrants/lawfully-present-immigrants/.

HealthConnect One. 2014. “The Perinatal Revolution: New research supports the critical 
role Community-Based Doula Programs can play in improving maternal and child health in 
underserved birthing populations.” 

Heckert, Carina. 2020. “The Bureaucratic Violence of the Health Care System for Pregnant 
Immigrants on the United States-Mexico Border.” Human Organization 79(1):33-42.

Heffernan, Amanda. 2023. “Pregnancy in United States immigration detention:
the gendered necropolitics of reproductive oppression.” International Feminist Journal of 
Politics 25(1):30-53. https://doi.org/10.1080/14616742.2022.2078393 

Helberg-Proctor, Alana, Agnes Meershoek, Anja Krumeich and Klasien Horstman. 2017. 
“‘Foreigners’, ‘ethnic minorities’, and ‘non- Western allochtoons’: an analysis of the 
development of ‘ethnicity’ in health policy in the Netherlands from 1970 to 2015.” BMC 
Public Health (2017)17:132. DOI: 10.1186/s12889-017-4063-8 

Henley, Megan M. 2020. ““The goddess of the room”: Birth as a feminist issue among doulas 
and mothers.” Women’s Studies International Forum 82(2020):102393.



174

References

Herriott, Anna L., Sophia Etling, Sydney L. Hans. 2023. “Community-Based Doulas’ Roles 
Within the Birth Support System: Young Black Mothers’ Perspectives.” Journal of Midwifery 
&Women’s Health Jan-Feb; 69(1):33-40.

Hill, Latoya, Samantha Artiga, Akash Pillai, and Alisha Rao. 2025. “Elimination of Federal 
Diversity Initiatives: Implications for Racial Health Equity.” KFF, Mar 21. https://www.
kff.org/racial-equity-and-health-policy/issue-brief/elimination-of-federal-diversity-
initiatives-implications-for-racial-health-equity/ accessed 30 April 2025. 

Hill Collins, Patricia. 2015. “Intersectionality’s definitional Dilemmas.” Annual Review of 
Sociology 2015(41):1–20.

Holmes, Seth M. 2012. “The clinical gaze in the practice of migrant health: Mexican migrants 
in the United States.” Social Science & Medicine 74(2012):873-881. 

–2013. Fresh Fruit Broken Bodies: Migrant farmworkers in the United States. Berkeley: 
University of California Press.  

Holmes Seth M., Ernesto Castañ� eda, Jeremy Geeraert, Heide Castaneda, Ursula Probst , 
Nina Zeldes, Sarah S Willen, Yusupha Dibba, Raphael Frankfurter, Anne Kveim Lie, John 
Fredrik Askjer, Heidi Fjeld. 2021. “Deservingness: migration and health in social context.” 
British Medical Journal: Global Health 2021:6:e005107. doi:10.1136/ bmjgh-2021-005107 

Humphris, Rachel. 2017. “Borders of home: Roma migrant mothers negotiating boundaries 
in home encounters.” Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies 43(7):1190–1204. 

Hunter, Cheryl. 2012. “Intimate space within institutionalized birth: women’s experiences 
birthing with doulas.” Anthropology & Medicine 19(3):315-326. 

Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 2025. “Detention Statistics 2025”. https://
www.ice.gov/detain/detention-management. 

Immigration Policy Tracking Project (IPTP). 2025. “DOJ orders federally funded legal 
service providers to stop work on legal aid programs.” https://immpolicytracking.org/
policies/reported-doj-orders-federally-funded-legal-service-providers-to-stop-work-on-
the-legal-orientation-program-immigration-court-helpdesk-and-counsel-for-children-
initiative/#/tab-policy-overview. Accessed 30 April 2025.  

Inhorn, Marcia C. 1995. “Medical Anthropology and Epidemiology: Divergences or 
Convergences?” Social Science and Medicine, 40(3):285-290.

International Rescue Committee. 2024. “What happens once asylum seekers arrive in the 
U.S.?” June 3.  https://www.rescue.org/article/what-happens-once-asylum-seekers-arrive-us 



175

References

Irvine, Annie. 2011. “Duration, Dominance and Depth in Telephone and Face-to-Face 
Interviews: A Comparative Exploration.” International Journal of Qualitative Methods 
10(3):202-220. https://doi.org/10.1177/160940691101000302 

Jackson, Emma. 2012. “Fixed in Mobility: Young Homeless People and the City.” International 
Journal of Urban and Regional Research 36 (4): 725–741. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-
2427.2012.01124.x.

Jhean, Gabriela. 2024. “Lawyer Retainers: Definiton, Purpose and Ethics.” LawPay.com. https://
www.lawpay.com/about/blog/lawyer-retainers/#:~:text=Lawyer%20retainers%20are%20
fees%20paid,representation%20when%20they%20need%20it. Accessed 19 May 2025. 

Jimenez, Anthony M. 2021. “The legal violence of care: Navigating the US health care system 
while undocumented and illegible.” Social Science & Medicine 270(2021):113676.

Johansen, Mette-Louise. 2022. “Fraught parenting: Immigrant parents’ chronic double-bind in 
Denmark.” Ethnography 23(3): 404–423.

Johnson-Agbakwu, Crista E. 2022. “The Impact of Racism and the Sociopolitical Climate on 
the Birth Outcomes of Migrant Women, Mothers, and Birthing People in the United States.” 
Medical Care 60(11):795-798. 

Jones Gast, Melanie, Dina G. Okamoto, and Emerald T. Nguyen. 2020. “Making
Requests: Filipina/o and Latina/o Immigrant Claims-Making and Racialization.”
Ethnic and Racial Studies 44 (7): 1211–1230. doi:10.1080/01419870.2020.1778174.

Jordan, Miriam. 2020. “After a Pandemic Pause, ICE Resumes Deportation Arrests.”
New York Times, September 12.

Julliard, Kell, Josefina Vivar, Carlos Delgado, Eugenio Cruz, Jennifer Kabak and Heidi Sabers. 
2008. “What Latina patients don’t tell their doctors: a qualitative study.” Annals of family 
medicine 6(6), 543–549. https://doi.org/10.1370/afm.912

Jullien, Clé�mence and Roger Jeffery. 2022. “Becoming a Mother During COVID-19: Adjustments 
in Performing Motherhood.” Medicine Anthropology Theory 9(2):1–28. 

Kaufmann, Katja. 2018. “Navigating a new life: Syrian refugees and their 
smartphones in Vienna, Information.” Communication & Society 21(6):882-898, DOI: 
10.1080/1369118X.2018.1437205

Kaufmann, Katja, & Corinna Peil. 2019. “The mobile instant messaging interview (MIMI): 
Using WhatsApp to enhance self-reporting and explore media usage in situ.” Mobile Media 
& Communication 8(2):229-246. https://doi.org/10.1177/2050157919852392   



176

References

Kaiser Family Foundation (KFF). 2025. “Medi-Cal under threat: Who’s covered and 
what could be cut?” News-Medical.net, April 23, 2025. https://www.news-medical.net/
news/20250423/Medi-Cal-under-threat-Whoe28099s-covered-and-what-could-be-cut.
aspx 

Kaye, Miranda P., Aubrey Faber, Katie E. Davenport, Daniel F. Perkins. 2018. “Common 
components of evidence-informed home visitation programs for the prevention of child 
maltreatment.” Children and Youth Services Review 90(2018): 94-105. 

Kett, Paula, Marieke S. van Eijk, Grace A. Guenther, Susan M. Skillman. 2022. ““This work 
that we’re doing is bigger than ourselves”: A qualitative study with community-based birth 
doulas in the United States.” Perspectives of Sexual and Reproductive Health 54(3):99-108.

Khaw Sarah Min-Lee, Rana I Zahroh, Kerryn O’Rourke, Ruth Elizabeth Dearnley, Caroline 
Homer, Meghan A Bohren. 2022. “Community-based doulas for migrant and refugee 
women: a mixed-method systematic review and narrative synthesis”. BMJ Global Health, 
2022(7):e009098.

Khaw, Sarah Min-Lee, Caroline S.E. Homer, Ruth E. Dearnley, Kerryn O’Rourke, Shahinoor 
Akter, Meghan A. Bohren. 2023. “A qualitative study on community-based doulas’ roles in 
providing culturally-responsive care to migrant women in Australia.” Women and Birth 
36(5):e527-e535.

Kirkendall, Autumn and Anjali Dutt. 2023. “Refugee women’s pregnancy and childbirth 
experiences in the US: Examining context through a reproductive justice framework.” 
Feminism & Psychology 33(4): 529–549. 

Kline, Nolan. 2019. “When deservingness policies converge: US immigration enforcement, 
health reform and patient dumping.” Anthropology & Medicine 26(3):280-295. DOI: 
10.1080/13648470.2018.1507101

Kocher, Austin. 2023. “Glitches in the Digitization of Asylum: How CBP One Turns Migrants’ 
Smartphones into Mobile Borders.” Societies 2023(13):149. https://doi.org/10.3390/
soc13060149 

de Kok, Bregje C. 2019. “Between orchestrated and organic: Accountability for loss and 
the moral landscape of childbearing in Malawi.” Social Science & Medicine 220(2019):441–
449.

–2023. “Childbirth and Birth Care.” In Handbook of Social Sciences and Global Public 
Health, edited by Pranee Liamputtong, Pp. 1601–1626. Cham: Springer. https://
doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-96778-9_106-1 



177

References

de Koning, Anouk, Rivke Jaffe and Martijn Koster. 2015. “Citizenship agendas in
and beyond the nation-state: (en)countering framings of the good citizen.” Citizenship 
Studies 19(2):121-127, DOI: 10.1080/13621025.2015.1005940 

de Koning, Anouk, Wiebe Ruijtenberg, Soukaina Chakkour, Lucrezia Botton, Anick 
Vollebergh and Milena Marchesi. 2024. “Migrants, welfare and social citizenship
in postcolonial Europe.” Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies 50(2):423-441, DOI:10.1
080/1369183X.2023.2248398  

de Koning, Anouk and Wiebe Ruijtenberg. 2022. “Welfare, social citizenship, and the 
spectre of inequality in Amsterdam.” Ethnography 23(3):335-357.

Koran, Mario. 2020. “‘Band-Aid on a Chest Wound’: California’s Undocumented Relief 
Fund Sees Chaotic Start.” The Guardian, May 20.

el Kotni, Mounia and Elyse Ona Singer. 2019. “Human Rights and Reproductive Governance 
in Transnational Perspective.” Medical Anthropology 38(2):118-122. 

Kozhimannil, Katy Backes, Rachel R. Hardeman, Laura B. Attanasio, Cori Blauer-Peterson, 
and Michelle O’Brien. 2013. “Doula Care, Birth Outcomes, and Costs Among Medicaid 
Beneficiaries.” American Journal of Public Health 103:e113-e121. 

Krause, Kristine. 2018. “Speaking from the blind spot: political subjectivity and 
articulations of disability.” Critical African Studies 10(3):287-300. DOI:10.1080/216813
92.2019.1610012

Kuang, Jeanne. 2025. “Trump’s executive orders on immigration are creating fear. What 
you need to know about them.” Cal Matters, 10 February. 

Kusisto, Laura and Liz Essley Whyte. 2025. “Trump Administration Plans to Freeze
Family-Planning Grants.” The Wall Street Journal, 25 March. 

Lanari, Elisa. 2023. “Latina M(other)work against racism: living with legal precarity in 
suburban Atlanta.” Ethnic and Racial Studies 46(2):316-337, 
DOI:10.1080/01419870.2022.2110382

LACDPH-OWH 2017. “Health Indicators for Women in Los Angeles County: Highlighting 
Disparities by Ethnicity and Poverty Level.” County of Los Angeles Public Health.

LACOIA. 2021. “Los Angeles County Office of Immigrant Affairs.” https://oia.lacounty.gov.



178

References

Larsen, Birgitte R. 2011. “Becoming Part of Welfare Scandinavia: Integration through the 
Spatial Dispersal of Newly Arrived Refugees in Denmark.” Journal of Ethnic and Migration 
Studies 37 (2): 333–350. https://doi.org/10.1080/1369183X.2011.521337

Laverty, Ciara and Dieneke de Vos. 2021. “Reproductive Violence as a Category of Analysis: 
Disentangling the Relationship between ‘the Sexual’ and ‘the Reproductive’ in Transitional 
Justice.” International Journal of Transitional Justice 2021(15):616-635. doi: https://doi.
org/10.1093/ijtj/ijab022
 
Liese, Kylea L., Robbie Davis-Floyd, Karie Stewart & Melissa Cheyney. 2021. “Obstetric 
iatrogenesis in the United States: the spectrum of unintentional harm, disrespect, violence, 
and abuse.” Anthropology & Medicine 28(2):188-204.

Liverpool, Layal. 2024. Systemic: How Racism is Making Us Ill. London: Bloomsbury. 

Lopez, Andrea M., Megan Comfort, Christina Powers, Alex H. Kral, and Jennifer Lorvick. 
2018. “Structural Vulnerability and Supplemental Security Income: Subtle Modes of Punitive 
Governance within Federal Social Welfare.” Human Organization 77(4):302-311. 

Lorey, Isabell. 2015. State of Insecurity: Government of the Precarious. London: Verso Books.

Los Angeles Almanac. 2023a. “Miles of Public Roads Los Angeles County.” November 20. 
https://www.laalmanac.com/transport/tr01.php

–2023b. “Racial Disparities in Five Charts Los Angeles County.” November 15. https://
www.laalmanac.com/social/so722.php

–2023c. “Racial/Ethnic Composition Cities & Unincorporated Communities Los 
Angeles County.” November 15. https://www.laalmanac.com/population/po38.php.

Los Angeles Best Babies Network (LABBN). 2020. “Home Visiting in Los Angeles County: 
Moving the Needle on Capacity and Efficacy.” Los Angeles, USA. 

Los Angeles County Department of Child and Family Services (DCFS) 2019. https://dcfs.
lacounty.gov/contact/report-child-abuse/. 

Los Angeles County Department of Public Health (LACDPH). 2018. “Strengthening Home 
Visiting in Los Angeles County: A plan to Improve Child, Family, and Community Well-Being”. 
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/mch/reports/Home%20Visiting%20Report%202018_
FINAL.pdf 

–2019. “Maternal Mortality.” http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/mch/fhop/
FHOP2019/Maternal%20Mortality_2019.pdf. 



179

References

– 2020. “Data Shows L.A. County Makes Continued Progress against COVID-19 
– 31 New Deaths and 1,148 New Positive Cases of Confirmed COVID-19 in Los 
Angeles County.” News Release, 16 September. https://publichealth.lacounty.gov/
phcommon/public/media/mediapubhpdetail.cfm?prid=2671. Accessed November 
5, 2020.

Low, Setha and Maguire, Mark (eds). 2019. Spaces of Security: Ethnographies of Securityscapes, 
Surveillance, and Control. New York: NYU Press.

Lowe, Pam. 2016. Reproductive Health and Maternal Sacrifice: Women, Choice and 
Responsibility. London: Palgrave Macmillan.

Luibhé� id, Eithne, Rosi Andrade, and Sally Stevens. 2018. “Intimate Attachments and
Migrant Deportability: Lessons from Undocumented Mothers Seeking Benefits for
Citizen Children.” Ethnic and Racial Studies 41(1):17–35.

Luna, Zakiya. 2020. Reproductive Rights as Human Rights: Women of Color and the Fight for 
Reproductive Justice. New York: NYU Press. 

Lupton, Deborah. 1999. “Introduction: risk and sociocultural theory.” In Risk and Sociocultural 
Theory: new directions and perspectives, edited by Deborah Lupton, Pp. 1-11. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press. 

–2011. “‘The best thing for the baby’: Mothers’ concepts and experiences related 
to promoting their infants’ health and development.” Health, Risk & Society 13(7-
8):637-651. 

– (editor). 2020. “Doing fieldwork in a pandemic” (crowd-sourced document). 
available at:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1clGjGABB2h2qbduTgfqribHmog9B6P0Nv
MgVuiHZCl8/edit?ts=5e88ae0a# 

Maddox, Alexia. 2020. “Doing online interviews.” In Doing fieldwork in a pandemic (crowd-
sourced document), edited by Deborah Lupton, Pp 6-7. 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1clGjGABB2h2qbduTgfqribHmog9B6P0NvMgVuiH
ZCl8/edit?ts=5e88ae0a#

Mallick, Lindsay M., Marie E. Thoma, Edmond D. Shenassa. 2022. “The role of doulas in 
respectful care for communities of color and Medicaid recipients.” Birth 2022(49):823–832.

Mandavilli, Apoorva and Roni Caryn Rabin. 2025. “C.D.C. Cuts Threaten to Set Back the 
Nation’s Health, Critics Say.” The New York Times, 2 April. 



180

References

van Maanen, John. 1995. ‘”An end to innocence: The ethnography of ethnography.” In 
Representation in ethnography, edited by John van Maanen, Pp. 1-35. Thousand Oaks, CA: 
Sage. 

March of Dimes. 2024. “2024 March of Dimes Report Card for California”. https://www.
marchofdimes.org/peristats/reports/california/report-card 

Marrow, Helen B. 2012. “Deserving to a Point: Unauthorized Immigrants in San Francisco’s 
Universal Access Healthcare Model.” Social Science & Medicine 74(6): 846–854. https://doi.
org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2011.08.001. 

Martí�nez-Beltrá�n, Sergio. 2024. “Biden’s new executive order denies asylum claims to most 
migrants crossing the border unlawfully.” NPR News, June 4. 
 

–2025. “President Trump’s suspension of asylum marks a break from U.S. past.” 
NPR News, January 23.  https://www.wgcu.org/2025-01-23/president-trumps-
suspension-of-asylum-marks-a-break-from-u-s-past.

Massey, Douglas S., and Maria Aysa-Lastra. 2011. “Social Capital and International Migration 
from Latin America.” International Journal of Population Research 2011 (834145):1–18. 
https://doi.org/10.1155/2011/834145.

Masters, Ryan, Andrea Tilstra, Daniel Simon, and Kate Coleman-Minahan. 2023. “Differences 
in Determinants: Racialized Obstetric Care and Increases in U.S. State Labor Induction 
Rates.” Journal of Health and Social Behavior 64(2):174–191.

Mavuso, Jabulile Mary-Jane-Jace and Rachelle Chadwick. 2022. “Reproductive governance 
and the affective economy.” Feminism & Psychology 32(4):559–583.

McAndrew, Sue, and Tony Warne. 2005. “Cutting across Boundaries: A Case Study Using 
Feminist Praxis to Understand the Meanings of Self-Harm.” International Journal of Mental 
Health Nursing 14(3):172–180. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1440-0979.2005.00378.x.

McClosky, Lois, Ndidiamaka Amutah-Onukagha, Judith Bernstein, and Arden Handler. 2021. 
“Setting the Agenda for Reproductive and Maternal Health in the Era of COVID-19: Lessons 
from a Cruel and Radical Teacher.” Maternal and Child Health Journal 25:181–191.

McFadden, Marissa, Christine Marie Velez and Maria Mercedes Á�vila. 2022. “Pregnant Migrant 
Latinas at the US Border: A Reproductive Justice Informed Analysis of ICE Health Service 
Policy During “Zero-Tolerance.” Journal of Human Rights and Social Work 7(2022):349–360. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s41134-022-00227-y 



181

References

McIlwaine, Cathy, and Yara Evans. 2023. “Navigating Migrant Infrastructure and Gendered 
Infrastructural Violence: Reflections from Brazilian Women in London.” Gender, Place & 
Culture 30(3):395–417. https://doi.org/10.1080/0966369X.2022.2073335.

Meghea, Cristian I., Jennifer E. Raffo, Qi Zhu, LeeAnne Roman. 2013. “Medicaid Home 
Visitation and Maternal and Infant Healthcare Utilization.” American Journal of Preventative 
Medicine 45(4):441–447.

Menjí�var, Cecilia. 1999. “The Intersection of Work and Gender: Central American
Immigrant Women and Employment in California.” American Behavioral Scientist
42(4):601–627.

–2006. “Liminal Legality: Salvadoran and Guatemalan Immigrants’ Lives in the 
United States.” American Journal of Sociology 111(4):999–1037. https://doi.
org/10.1086/499509.

Menjí�var, Cecilia, and Leisy J. Abrego. 2012. “Legal Violence: Immigration Law and the Lives 
of Central American Immigrants.” American Journal of Sociology 117(5):1380–1421.

Messing, Ariella J., Rachel E. Fabi, and Joanne D. Rosen. 2020. “Reproductive Injustice at 
the US Border.” American Journal of Public Health 110:339-344. https://doi.org/10.2105/
AJPH.2019.305466 

Metzl, Jonathan M. and Helena Hansen. 2014. “Structural competency: Theorizing a new medical 
engagement with stigma and inequality.” Social Science & Medicine 103(2014):126-133.

Middlemiss, Wendy and William McGuigan. 2005. “Ethnicity and Adolescent Mothers’ Benefit 
From Participation in Home-Visitation Services.” Family Relations 54(April 2005):212–224. 

Migration Policy Institute (MPI). 2023. “Central American Immigrants in the United States.” 
May 10. https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/central-american-immigrants-united-
states-2021

–2024. “Profile of the Unauthorized Population: Los Angeles County, CA”. https://
www.migrationpolicy.org/data/unauthorized-immigrant-population/county/6037.

Miller, Leila. 2020. “California’s Indigenous Mexicans and Guatemalans Miss Vital
Pandemic Information Due to Language Barriers.” Los Angeles Times, 1 May.

Mitchell, Holly J. 2019. “California Senate Bill #464. An act to amend Sections 1262.6 and 102875 
of, and to add Article 4.6 (commencing with Section 123630) to Chapter 2 of Part 2 of Division 
106 of, the Health and Safety Code, relating to maternal health”. https://leginfo.legislature.
ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200SB464. Accessed 12 June 2024.



182

References

Misselbrook D. 2013. “Foucault”. The British journal of general practice: the journal of the Royal 
College of General Practitioners 63(611):312. https://doi.org/10.3399/bjgp13X668249 

MHLA 2023. “My Health LA.” https://dhs.lacounty.gov/my-health-la/. Accessed 6 January 
2024. 

Mooi-Reci, Irma, and Barbara J. Risman. 2021. “The Gendered Impacts of COVID-19 Lessons 
and Reflections.” Gender & Society 35(2):161–167.

Morey, Brittany N. 2018. “Mechanisms by Which Anti-Immigrant Stigma Exacerbates
Racial/Ethnic Health Disparities.” American Journal of Public Health 108(4):460–463.

Morgan, Lynn M. 2019. “Reproductive Governance, Redux”. Medical Anthropology 38(2):113-
117.

Morgan, Lynn M. and Elizabeth F.S. Roberts. 2012. “Reproductive governance in Latin America”. 
Anthropology & Medicine 19(2):241-254.

Morgan, Marietta. 2012. A Citizen’s Guide to American Ideology : Conservatism and Liberalism 
in Contemporary Politics. New York: Routledge. 

Morrissey, Suzanne. 2010. “Metaphors of relief: High risk Pregnancy in a Context of Health 
Policy for the “undeserving” Poor.”” Human Organization 69(4):352-361. 

Mullings, Leith. 1997. On our own terms: Race, Class, and Gender in the Lives of African 
American Women. London: Routledge.

–2022. “The necropolitics of reproduction: Racism, resistance, and the Sojourner 
Syndrome in the age of the Movement for Black Lives”. In The Routledge Handbook 
of Anthropology and Reproduction, edited by Sallie Han and Cecí�lia Tomori, Pp. 
106-122. New York: Routledge.

Mullings, Leith, and Amy J. Schulz. 2006. “Intersectionality and Health: An Introduction.” 
In Gender, Race, Class, & Health: Intersectional Approaches, edited by Amy J. Schulz and 
Leith Mullings, Pp 3–17. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass/Wiley.

Muñ� oz, Solange. 2022. “Who They Have Become: Peruvian Migrants and Memories of 
Home, Motherhood and Violence.” Gender, Place & Culture 29(4):547–567. https://doi.org
/10.1080/0966369X.2021.1882953.

My Health LA (MHLA). 2024. “What is the My Health LA Program?” County of Los 
Angeles Government. https://file.lacounty.gov/sdsinter/dhs/221847_myhealthla-
factsheet%26enrollment-english.pdf 



183

References

Nash, Jennifer. 2021. Birthing Black Mothers. Durham: Duke University Press. 

National Immigrant Law Center (NILC). 2024. “Overview of Immigrant Eligibility for 
Federal Programs (table).” https://www.nilc.org/resources/table_ovrw_fedprogs/ 
Accessed 01 February 2025. 

National Latina Institute for Reproductive Justice 2025. “About Us.” https://www.
latinainstitute.org. Accessed 21 May 2025. 

National Partnership for Women and Families (NPWF). 2018. “Listening to Latina Mothers 
in California.” Issue Brief.

Newsom, Gavin. 2020. “Governor Newsom Announces New Initiatives to Support 
California Workers Impacted by COVID-19.” California Office of the Governor, April 15. 
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2020/04/15/governor-newsom-announces-new-initiatives-to-
support-california-workers-impacted-by-covid-19/ 

–2021. “Governor Newsom Signs Suite of Legislation to Support California’s 
Immigrant Communities and Remove Outdated Term “Alien” from State Codes.” 
September 24.
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2021/09/24/governor-newsom-signs-suite-of-
legislation-to-support-californias-immigrant-communities-and-remove-
outdated-term-alien-from-state-codes/ 

Ngai, Mae M. 2004. Impossible Subjects: Illegal Aliens and the Making of Modern America. 
Princeton: Princeton University Press.

Nichter Mark. 2010. “Idioms of Distress Revisited.” Culture, Medicine and Psychiatry
2010(34):401–416.

Niy Denise Y. and Simone G. Diniz. 2023. “Choice in Childbirth, Agency and Collective 
Action: Cesarean Sections and Birth Plans in Brazil.” In Agency and Transformation: 
Motives, Mediation, and Motion, edited by Nick Hopwood and Annalisa Sannino. Cambridge 
University Press; 2023:265-288. 
DOI:10.1017/9781009153799.012 

Nguyen, Jody Duong, Michael L. Carson, Kathleen M. Parris, and Patricia Place. 2003. 
“A Comparison Pilot Study of Public Health Field Nursing Home Visitation Program 
Interventions for Pregnant Hispanic Adolescents.” Public Health Nursing 20(5):412–418.



184

References

Nguyen, Thu T., Shaniece Criss, Melanie Kim, Monica M De La Cruz, Nhung Thai, Junaid 
S Merchant, Yulin Hswen, Amani M Allen, Gilbert C Gee, Quynh C Nguyen. 2023. “Racism 
During Pregnancy and Birthing: Experiences from Asian and Pacific Islander, Black, Latina, 
and Middle Eastern Women. ”Journal of Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities 10:3007–3017.

North, Anna. 2019. “Immigrants are Skipping Reproductive Health Care Because
They’re Afraid of Being Deported.”Vox News, July 22.

Nurse-Family Partnership. 2024. https://www.nursefamilypartnership.org/about/. 

Office of Head Start. 2025. “Head Start Approach.” https://headstart.gov/programs/
article/head-start-approach. Accessed 25 April 2025. 

Office of Homeland Security Statistics (OHSS). 2024. “Refugees and Asylees Annual Flow 
Report.” Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department of Homeland Security.

Olds, David L., Charles R. Henderson, Jr., Harriet J. Kitzman, John J. Eckenrode, Robert E. 
Cole and Robert C. Tatelbaum. 1999. “Prenatal and Infancy Home Visitation by Nurses: 
Recent Findings.” The Future of Children 9(1): 44-65.  

Oliviero, Katie. 2018. Vulnerability Politics: The Uses and Abuses of Precarity in Political 
Debate. New York: NYU Press. 

Oluoch-Aridi, Jackline, Vania Smith-Oka, Jessica Dailey, and Ellyn Milan. 2022. “Making 
Dignified Care the Norm: Examining Obstetric Violence and Reproductive Justice in 
Kenya”. In The Routledge Handbook of Anthropology and Reproduction, edited by Sallie Han 
and Cecí�lia Tomori, Pp. 494-509. London: Routledge. 

Orsini, Giacomo, Sarah Smit, Jean-Baptiste Farcy, and Laura Merla. 2022. “Institutional 
Racism Within the Securitization of Migration. The Case of Family Reunification in Belgium.” 
Ethnic and Racial Studies 45(1):153–172. doi:10.1080/01419870.2021.1878249. 
 
Østergaard Møller, Marie & Gitte Sommer Harrits. 2013. “Constructing at-risk target 
groups.” Critical Policy Studies 7(2):155-176.

Palomo, Emily, Amalie Andersen and Christina Mikkelsen. 2021. “Forced Sterilization of 
Immigrant Women in US Detention Center.” The Interdisciplinary Journal of International 
Studies: Intersectionality 11(1):52-63.

Pardilla, Ambar. 2016. “Patriarchal Power and Gender-Based Violence in Guatemala
and El Salvador.” Global Majority E-Journal 7(1):38–51.



185

References

Parrott, Sharon, Shelby Gonzales, and Liz Schott. 2018. “Trump “Public Charge” Rule 
Would Prove Particularly Harsh for Pregnant Women and Children.” Washington, D.C.: 
Center on Budget and Policy Priorities. 

Passel, Jeffrey, and Jens Manuel Krogstad. 2023. “What we Know about Unauthorized 
Immigrants Living in the U.S.” Pew Research Centre: Washington D.C. https://www.
pewresearch.org/short-reads/2023/11/16/what-we-know-about-unauthorized-
immigrants-living-in-the-us/. 

Pastor, Manuel, and Gary Segura. 2020. “No Going Back: Policies for an Equitable and 
Inclusive Los Angeles.” Los Angeles: USCDornsife Equity Research Institute,
Committee for Greater LA, and UCLA Luskin School of Public Affairs.

Pearson, Lynn Damiano. 2024. “Factsheet: Trump’s Rescission of Protected Areas Policies 
Undermines Safety for All.” National Immigration law Center. accessed February 26, 2025.

Peprah-Wilson Sayida and Khefri Riley. 2023. “Frontline Doulas Impact Report.” Frontline 
Doulas.

Philbin, Sandy P., and Cecilia Ayon. 2016. “Luchamos por Nuestros Hijos: Latino
Immigrant Parents Strive to Protect Their Children from the Deleterious Effects of
Anti-Immigration Policies.” Children and Youth Services Review 63 (2016): 128–135.

Philbin, Morgan, Morgan Flake, Mark L. Hatzenbuehler, and Jennifer S. Hirsch. 2018. 
“State-level Immigration and Immigrant-Focused Policies as Drivers of Latino
Health Disparities in the United States.” Social Science & Medicine 199(2018):29-38.

Pierce, Sarah, Jessica Bolter, and Andrew Selee. 2018. “U.S. Immigration Policy under 
Trump: Deep Changes and Lasting Impacts.” Washington, DC: Migration Policy Institute.

Piedra, Lissette M., Melissa J.K. Howe, John Francis, Yadira Montoya and Melissa Gutwein. 
2022. “Latinos and the Pandemic: Results from the National Social Life, Health, and Aging 
Project-COVID-19 Study.” Journal of applied gerontology:the official journal of the Southern 
Gerontological Society 41(5):1465-1472. doi:10.1177/07334648211066920 
 
Poblete, Juan. 2021. “Formal and Informal Citizenships: The spectrum of practices and 
statuses in Latin America and the United States.” In Precarity and Belonging: Labor, 
Migration and Noncitizenship, edited by Catherine S Ramirez, Sylvanna M. Falcó� n, Juan 
Poblete, Steven C. McKay, and Felicity Amaya Schaeffer, Pp. 209-226. London: Rutgers 
University Press.



186

References

Popkin, Eric. 2005. “The Emergence of Pan-Mayan Ethnicity in the Guatemalan 
Transnational Community Linking Santa Eulalia and Los Angeles.” Current Sociology 
53(4):675–706.

Powis, Richard and Adrienne E. Strong. 2025. “Over-looked spaces: theorizing surveillance 
care in reproductive health.” Medical Anthropology 44(3):203–214.  DOI:10.1080/01459
740.2025.2482147
 
Price, Joshua M. 2012. Structural Violence: Hidden Brutality in the Lives of Women. Albany: 
SUNY Press. 

Qamar, Azher Hameed. 2021. “At-home ethnography: a native researcher’s fieldwork 
reflections.” Qualitative Research Journal 21(1):51-64. 
 
Quesada, James. 2011. “No Soy Welferero: Undocumented Latino Laborers
in the Crosshairs of Legitimation Maneuvers.” Medical Anthropology 30(4):386-408. DOI:
10.1080/01459740.2011.576904

Rabin, Roni C. 2010. “Respecting Muslim patients’ Needs”. The New York Times, Nov 1.

Ramage, Kaylee, Emma Stirling‑Cameron, Nicole Elizabeth Ramos, Isela Martinez San 
Roman, Ietza Bojorquez, Arianna Spata, Brigitte Baltazar Lujano and Shira M. Goldenberg. 
2023. ““When you leave your country, this is what you’re in for”: experiences of structural, 
legal, and gender‑based violence among asylum‑seeking women at the Mexico‑U.S. 
border.” BMC Public Health (2023)23:1699.

Ramí�rez, Catherine S., Juan Poblete, Sylvanna M. Falcó�n, Steven C. McKay, and Felicity Amaya 
Schaeffer. 2021. “Introduction: Toward a Politics of Commonality.” In Precarity and Belonging: 
Labor, Migration and Noncitizenship, edited by Catherine S Ramirez, Sylvanna M. Falcó�n, Juan 
Poblete, Steven C. McKay, and Felicity Amaya Schaeffer, Pp 1–18. London: Rutgers University Press.

Ray, Ranita. 2018. “Identity of Distance: How Economically Marginalized Black and Latina 
Women Navigate Risk Discourse and Employ Feminist Ideals.” Social Problems 65:456–472.

Refugee Act of 1979, S.643–96th Cong. 1980. https://www.congress.gov/bill/96th-
congress/senate-bill/643

Refugee Children Center. 2025. “Our Programs.” https://www.refugeechildrencenter.org/
programs. Accessed 21 May 2025.
 
Reuters. 2025. “US federal employment drops again as DOGE cuts stack up.” May 2. https://
www.reuters.com/business/world-at-work/us-federal-employment-drops-again-doge-
cuts-stack-up-2025-05-02/. 



187

References

Rivera, Mariel. 2021. “Transitions in Black and Latinx Community-Based Doula Work in 
the US During COVID-19.” Frontiers in Sociology 6:611350.

Robles-Fradet, Alexis. 2024. “California Doula Workforce Analysis 2024.” National Health 
Law Program, Oakland: California Health Care Foundation. 

Rodgers, Dennis, and Bruce O’Neill. 2012. “Infrastructural Violence: Introduction to the Special 
Issue.” Ethnography 13(4):401–412. https://doi.org/10.1177/1466138111435738.

Rodriguez, Monica L., Kimberly Dumont, Susan D. Mitchell-Herzfeld, Nicole J. Walden and 
Rose Greene. 2010.  “Effects of Healthy Families New York on the promotion of maternal 
parenting competencies and the prevention of harsh parenting.” Child Abuse and Neglect 
34(2010):711-723. 

Rojas, Ronny. 2025. “Trump announced mass expulsions, but the pace of deportation 
flights has been slower than Biden’s.” NBC News, 13 March. 

Rose, Jacqueline. 2021. On Violence and on Violence Against Women. London: Faber & 
Faber Limited.

Rose, Nikolas. 1998. “Governing risky individuals: the role of psychiatry in new regimes of 
control.” Psychiatry, Psychology and Law 5(2):177-196.

Ross, Loretta. 2006. “Understanding reproductive justice: Transforming the pro-choice 
movement.” Off Our Backs 36(4):14–19. https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/rrfp/
pages/33/attachments/original/1456425809/Understanding_RJ_Sistersong.pdf
 
Ross, Loretta, J. Brownlee, Sarah L. Brownlee, Dá� zon Dixon Diallo, Luz Rodriguez,
and Latina Roundtable. 2001. “The SisterSong Collective: Women of Color, Reproductive 
Health, and Human Rights.” American Journal of Health Studies 17(2):79– 88.

Ross, Loretta, and Rickie Solinger. 2017. Reproductive Justice: An Introduction. Berkeley: 
University of California Press.

Roy, Diana. 2025. “How the U.S. Asylum Process Works.” Council on Foreign Relations. 
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/how-us-asylum-process-works#chapter-title-0-1
 
Ruddick, Sara. 1989. Maternal Thinking: Toward a Politics of Peace. New York: Ballantine 
Books.



188

References

Sabo, Samantha, Susan Shaw, Maia Ingram, Nicolette Teufel-Shone, Scott Carvajal, Jill 
Guernsey de Zapien, Cecilia Rosales, et al. 2014. “Everyday Violence, Structural
Racism and Mistreatment at the US-Mexico Border.” Social Science & Medicine 109(2014): 
66–74.

Sá�enz, Rogelio, and Karen Manges Douglas. 2015. “A Call for the Racialization of
Immigration Studies: On the Transition of Ethnic Immigrants to Racialized
Immigrants.” Sociology of Race and Ethnicity 1(1):166–180.

Saito, Leland T. 2022. Building Downtown Los Angeles: The Politics of Race and Place in 
Urban America. Redwood City: Stanford University Press.

Sakala, Carol, Eugene R. Declercq, Jessica M. Turon, Maureen P. Corry. 2018. 
“Listening to Mothers in California: A Population-Based Survey of Women’s Childbearing 
Experiences: Full Survey Report.” Washington, D.C.: National Partnership for Women & 
Families. 

SALDEF. 2024. “FAQ for Asylum Seeker Sponsorship.” https://saldef.org/faq-for-asylum-
seeker-sponsorship/. Accessed November 11, 2024. 

Salinas, Juan L., Manisha Salinas and Megan Kahn. 2022. “Doulas, Racism, and Whiteness: 
How Birth Support Workers Process Advocacy towards Women of Color.” Societies 
12(19):1-15.

Sandoval, Edgar. 2024. “A New Challenge for Asylum Seekers: Lawyer Shortages”. The 
New York Times, May 19. https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/19/us/migrants-lawyer-
shortages.html

SB-54. 2017. “SB-54 California State Senate (2017-2018).” Law enforcement: sharing data. 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB54.

Scheper-Hughes, Nancy and Philippe Bourgois. 2004. “Introduction: making sense of 
violence.” In Violence in War and Peace: an Anthology, edited by Nancy Scheper-Hughes 
and Philippe Bourgois, Pp. 1-32. Oxford: Blackwell. 

Schermele, Zachary. N.D. “Exclusive: Trump budget proposal would fully eliminate Head 
Start”. USA Today News. https://eu.usatoday.com/story/news/education/2025/04/11/
trump-proposal-eliminating-head-start/83045346007/. Accessed 30 April 2025. 

Schewel, Kerilyn. 2019. “Understanding Immobility: Moving Beyond the Mobility Bias in 
Migration Studies.” International Migration Review 2019: 328–355.



189

References

Schim, Stephanie M., Ardith Doorenbos, Ramona Benkert and June Miller. 2007. 
“Culturally congruent care: putting the puzzle together.” Journal of transcultural 
nursing: official journal of the Transcultural Nursing Society 18(2):103–110. https://doi.
org/10.1177/1043659606298613 

Schmidt, Leigh Anne, and Stephanie Buechler. 2017. “‘I Risk Everything Because I Have 
Already Lost Everything’: Central American Female Migrants Speak Out on the
Migrant Trail in Oaxaca, Mexico.” Journal of Latin American Geography 16(1):139-164.

Searcy, Julie Johnson and Angela N Castañ� eda. 2021. “On the Outside Looking In: A Global 
Doula Response to COVID-19.” Frontiers in Sociology 6:613978. 

Searcy Julie Johnson and Angela N Castañ� eda. ND. “At Greater Risk: COVID-19 and the 
Amplification of Inequalities in Birth.”Journal of Mother Studies https://jourms.org/at-
greater-risk-covid-19-and-the-amplification-of-inequalities-in-birth/. Accessed 03 January 
2022. 

Sharp, Sonja. 2025. “California woman sues Catholic hospital chain over emergency abortion 
denial.” Los Angeles Times, April 1, 2025. 

Shear, Michael D., and Zolan Kanno-Youngs. 2019. “Trump Slashes Refugee Cap to
18,000, Curtailing U.S. Role as Haven.” New York Times, September 26. https://
www.nytimes.com/2019/09/26/us/politics/trump-refugees.html.

Sheller, Mimi, and John Urry. 2006. “The New Mobilities Pardigm.” Environment and Planning 
A 38:207–226.

Sheller, Mimi. 2011. “Mobility.” Sociopedia.isa. International Sociological Association.

Sheller, Mimi. 2018. Mobility Justice: The Politics of Movement in an Age of Extremes. Verso: 
London.

–2020. “The Reproduction of Reproduction: Theorizing Reproductive (im)Mobilities.” 
Mobilities 15(2):188–195. https://doi.org/10.1080/17450101.2020.1730608. 

Sigmund, Kim. 2023. “COVID-19 and Decreased Asylum Access: Mother Work, Precarity and 
Preocupació� n among Central American Asylum-Seekers in Los Angeles.” Ethnic and Racial 
Studies 46(2):295–315. https://doi.org/10.1080/01419870.2022.2079382.

van der Sijpt, Erika. 2014. “Complexities and contingencies conceptualised: towards a model 
of reproductive navigation.” Sociology of Health and Illness 36(2):278-290.
https://doi.org/10.1111/1467-9566.12064



190

References

Singhal, Rita, Raú� l Sobero, Fred Dominguez and Annie Pham. 2017. “Health Indicators for 
Women in Los Angeles County: Highlighting Disparities by Ethnicity and Poverty level.” 
Los Angeles County Department of Public Health Office of Women’s Health and Office of 
Health Assessment & Epidemiology.

SisterSong. 2025. “Sistersong: Women of Color Reproductive Justice Collective.”  http://
sistersong.net. Accessed 15 April 2025.

Solinger, Rickie. 2005. Pregnancy and Power: A History of Reproductive Politics in the 
United States. New York: NYU Press. 

Steel, Amie, Jane Frawley, Jon Adams and Helene Diezel. 2015. “Trained or professional 
doulas in the support and care of pregnant and birthing women: a critical integrative 
review.” Health and Social Care in the Community 23(3):225–24.

Stepansky, Joseph. 2021. “‘Wrong and shameful’: Critics decry extended US COVID refugee 
ban.” Al Jazeera, 3 August. 

Stuesse, Angela, and Mathew Coleman. 2014. “Automobility, Immobility, Altermobility: 
Surviving and Resisting the Intensification of Immigrant Policing.” City & Society 26(1):51–
72. https://doi.org/10.1111/ciso.12034.

Suerbaum, Magdalena. 2022. “In Search of Legal Stability: Predicaments of
Asylum-Seeking Mothers in Berlin.” Ethnic and Racial Studies 46(2):254–274. doi:10.108
0/01419870.2022.2074281. 

Sufrin, Carolyn. 2017. Jailcare: finding the safety net for women behind bars. Oakland: 
University of California Press.

Sugie, Naomi F. 2018. “Utilizing Smartphones to Study Disadvantaged and Hard-to-Reach 
Groups.” Sociological Methods & Research 47(3):458-491.

Tazzioli, Martina. 2020. “The Politics of Migrant Dispersal. Dividing and Policing Migrant 
Multiplicities.” Migration Studies 8(4):510–529. https://doi.org/10.1093/migration/
mnz003.

Terrio, Susan J. 2024. Forced Out: Migrant Mothers in Search of Refuge and Hope. New York: 
NYU Press. 

Thaddeus, S., and D. Maine. 1994. “Too Far to Walk: Maternal Mortality in Context.” Social 
Science & Medicine 38(8):1091–1110. https://doi.org/10.1016/0277-9536(94)90226-7.



191

References

Tirman, John. 2015. Dream Chasers: Immigration and the American Backlash.
Cambridge, Massachusetts: MIT Press.

Torres, Julie.  2023. ““An act of compassion”: Emotion and the struggle for reproductive 
justice.” Feminist Anthropology 4:178–187. https://doi.org/10.1002/fea2.12131

Torres, Rebecca Maria. 2018. “A Crisis of Rights and Responsibility: Feminist Geopolitical 
Perspectives on Latin American Refugees and Migrants.” Gender, Place & Culture 25(1):13–
36. https://doi.org/10.1080/0966369X.2017.1414036.

Trujillo-Pagan, Nicole. 2019. “Self-Deportation and Forced Choice as Discursive Maneuver: 
Force and “Voluntary” Migration.” Language, Discourse & Society 7(1):197–213.

Turner, Victor and Turner Edith. 1992. Blazing the Trail: Waymarks in the Exploration of 
Symbols. Tucson: University of Arizona Press.

United States Department of Agriculture-Food and Nutrition Service. ND “Special Supplemental 
Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC).” https://www.fns.usda.gov/wic. 
Accessed 7 January 2023.

United States Congress. 1970. “Public Law 91-572, An Act to promote public health and welfare 
by expanding, improving, and better coordinating the family planning services and population 
research activities of the Federal Government, and for other purposes.” https://www.govtrack.
us/congress/bills/91/s2108/text#google_vignette 

United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS). 2024. “Refugees and Asylum.” 
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/refugees-asylum
 
Unnithan, Maya. 2022. “Conflicted Reproductive Governance: The Co-existence of Rights-Based 
Approaches and Coercion in India’s Family Planning Policies.” In Anthropologies of Global 
Maternal and Reproductive Health: From Policy Spaces to Sites of Practice, edited by, Lauren J. 
Wallace, Margaret E. MacDonald, and Katerini T. Storeng, Pp. 117-136 .Cham: Springer. 

USC Dornsife. 2023. “2023 State of Immigrants in Los Angeles County full report.” USC Dornsife 
and California Community Foundation. 

US Department of Health and Human Services (USDHHS). 2020. “Early Childhood Home 
Visiting Models: Reviewing Evidence of Effectiveness.” OPRE Report #2020-126.

Vera-Rosas, Gretel H. 2014. “Regarding ‘the Mother of Anchor-Children’: Towards an Ethical 
Practice of the Flesh.” Gesto Decolonial 11(1). 
https://hemi.nyu.edu/hemi/pt/e-misferica-111-gesto-decolonial/verarosas. Accessed May 9, 2025. 



192

References

Verlinghieri, Ersilia, and Tim Schwanen. 2020. “Transport and Mobility Justice: 
Evolving Discussions.” Journal of Transport Geography 87(2020):102798. https://doi.
org/10.1016/j.jtrangeo.2020.102798.

Vedam, Saraswathi, Kathrin Stoll, Tanya Khemet Taiwo, Nicholas Rubashkin et al. 
2019. “The Giving Voice to Mothers study: inequity and mistreatment during pregnancy 
and childbirth in the United States.” Reproductive Health (2019)16:77.

Vergara, A. Claudia. 2021. “Borderline Injustice: Sexual and Reproductive Health, Rights, 
and Justice at the US-Mexico Border.” Master’s Thesis: Toronto: York University. http://
hdl.handle.net/10315/38596 

Vesely, Colleen K., Bethany L. Letiecq, and Rachael D. Goodman. 2019. “Parenting
Across Two Worlds: Low-Income Latina Immigrants’ Adaptation to Motherhood
in the United States.” Journal of Family Issues 40(6):711–738.

Vigh, Henrik. 2006. “Motion squared: A second look at the concept of social navigation.” 
Anthropological Theory 9(4):419-438. 

–2009. “Motion squared. A second look at the concept of social navigation.” 
Anthropological Theory 9(4):419–438.
 https://doi.org/10.1177/1463499609356044

Viladrich, Anahí�. 2012. “Beyond Welfare Reform: Reframing Undocumented Immigrants’ 
Entitlement to Health Care in the United States, a Critical Review.” Social Science & Medicine 
74(6):822–829. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2011.05.050.

Vindrola-Padros, Cecilia, Ginger A. Johnson, and Anne E. Pfister. 2018. “Introduction: 
Healthcare in Motion.” In Healthcare in Motion: Immobilities in Health Service Delivery and 
Access, edited by Cecilia Vindrola-Padros, Ginger A. Johnson, Anne E. Pfister, Pp 1–13. New 
York: Berghahn Books.

Viruell-Fuentes, Edna A., Patricia Y. Miranda, and Sawsan Abdulrahim. 2012. “More
Than Culture: Structural Racism, Intersectionality Theory, and Immigrant Health.”
Social Science & Medicine 74(12):2099–2106.

van der Waal, Rodante. 2025. Birth Justice: From Obstetric Violence to Abolitionist Care. 
Amsterdam: Amsterdam University Press.
 



193

References

van der Waal, Rodante, Alana Helberg-Proctor and Bahareh Goodarzi. 2025. “Obstetric 
Racism as Necropolitical Disinvestment of Care: How Uneven Reproduction in the 
Netherlands Is Effectuated through Linguistic Racism, Exoticization,and Stereotypes.” In 
Birth Justice: From Obstetric Violence to Abolitionist Care, authored by Rodante van der 
Waal, Pp 139-154. Amsterdam: Amsterdam University Press.

Wagner, Mary, Donna Spiker and Margaret Inman Linn. 2002. “The Effectiveness of the 
Parents as Teachers Program with Low-Income Parents and Children.” Topics in Early 
Childhood Special Education 22(2):67–81.

Walia, Harsha. 2021. Border and Rule: Global Migration, Capitalism, and the Rise of Racist 
Nationalism, Chicago, Illinois:Haymarket Books. 

Wallace, Lauren J., Margaret E. MacDonald, and Katerini T. Storeng, editors. 2022. 
Anthropologies of Global Maternal and Reproductive Health: From Policy Spaces to Sites of 
Practice.Cham: Springer. 

Wang, Eileen, Kimberly B. Glazer, Shoshanna Sofaer, Amy Balbierz, Elizabeth A. Howell. 
2021. “Racial and Ethnic Disparities in Severe Maternal Morbidity: A Qualitative Study of 
Women’s Experiences of Peripartum Care”. Women’s Health Issues 31(1):75-81.

Wasem, Ruth Ellen. 2020. “More Than a Wall: The Rise and Fall of US Asylum and
Refugee Policy.” Journal on Migration and Human Security 8(3):246–265. 
doi:10.1177/2311502420948847.

West Robin L. 2009. “From choice to reproductive justice: de-constitutionalizing abortion 
rights.” Yale Law Journal 118:1394–432.

Wilson, Brenda K., Alexis Burnstan, Cristina Calderon and Thomas J. Csordas. 2023. 
““Letting die” by design: Asylum seekers’ lived experience of postcolonial necropolitics.” 
Social Science & Medicine 320(2023):115714. 

Wilson, Brenda K. , Cristina Calderon, Ash Cornejo, Thomas J. Csordas. 2024. “The journey 
of a living statue: Structural violence and a Honduran migrant woman’s pathway toward 
asylum and wellbeing.” Social Science & Medicine 362(2024): 117410. https://doi.
org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2024.117410.

Yarris, Kristin E. 2014. “‘Pensando Mucho’ (‘Thinking Too Much’): Embodied Distress 
Among Grandmothers in Nicaraguan Transnational Families.” Culture, Medicine and 
Psychiatry 38:473–498.



194

References

Yarris, Kristin E., Stasiun, Jillian C., Musigdilok, Visanee V. and Cho C. Win. 2015. “Generation, 
Displacement, and Deservedness among Karen Refugees in California.” International 
Migration 53:111-123. https://doi-org.proxy.uba.uva.nl/10.1111/imig.12167 

Yates-Doerr, Emily. 2019. “An Unfinished War”. Anthropology Now 11(1–2):57–73. https://
doi.org/10.1080/19428200.2019.1648137
 

–2020. “Reworking the Social Determinants of Health: Responding to Material-
Semiotic Indeterminacy in Public Health Interventions.” Medical Anthropology 
Quarterly 34(3):378-397. 

 
Yim, Jennifer MJ and Peregrine Schwartz-Shea. 2022. “Composite actors as participant 
protection: methodological opportunities for ethnographers.” Journal of Organizational 
Ethnography 11(3):228-242. 
 
Yoo, Grace J. 2008. “Immigrants and Welfare: Policy Constructions of 
Deservingness.” Journal of Immigrant & Refugee Studies 6(4):490–507. https://doi.
org/10.1080/15362940802479920 

Zavella, Patricia. 2016. “Contesting Structural Vulnerability through Reproductive Justice 
Activism with Latina Immigrants in California.” North American Dialogue 19(1):36–45. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/nad.12035 



195

English Summary

English Summary: Precarious Motherhood: Maternal 
Health/Care and the State in Los Angeles, USA

This doctoral thesis explores the impact of State-induced precarity on the 

maternal health and mother work of Central American asylum-seeking women 

living in Los Angeles, U.S. Using ethnographic data collected from 2019-2021, I 

trace how multiple forms of precarity increase in the lives of Central American 

asylum-seeking women as they navigate healthcare and social service access while 

caring for their children. Likewise, I explore service providers’ understanding of 

and responses to women’s precarity. Through this research, I demonstrate how 

precarity is induced in the lives of racialized, marginalized asylum-seekers in 

the U.S. through various methods of structural violence such as legal violence, 

infrastructural violence and reproductive governance. Additionally, I discuss 

how structural racism further perpetuates precarity for racialized, marginalized 

women through the white medical gaze and State surveillance of their parenting 

practices. Together, I argue that these forms of precaritization are mechanisms 

of reproductive violence that must be attended to in order to ensure the 

advancement of reproductive justice in the United States.  

In Chapter 1, I introduce the doctoral thesis and present the socio-economic 

and legal context in which Central American asylum-seeking women live in 

the U.S. As liminally legal migrants (being not-quite-legal yet not-quite-illegal) 

awaiting the outcomes of their asylum application, asylum-seekers are eligible 

for certain forms of state-funded care, while simultaneously ineligible for others. 

In this chapter, I elucidate the various California state and federal government 

policies that tie asylum-seekers into an ambiguous positionality–both deserving 

and undeserving of care depending on the care context. I discuss how this 

ambiguous positionality leads to unmanageable levels of precarity. Specifically, I 

explore how the dual impact of the first Trump administration and the COVID-19 

pandemic made visible and deepened the pre-existing State-induced precarity 

in asylum-seeking women’s lives. It was this context that led me to my research 

questions: How did multiple forms of State-induced precarity intersect in the 

lives of Central American asylum-seeking women in Los Angeles? How did this 
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precarity impact their mother work? How did infrastructural violence increase 

their precarity by impacting their access to health-based services? And how 

did reproductive healthcare providers and social service providers respond to 

precarity in their patients’ and clients’ lives? 

Following this, I lay out the three concepts which allow the reader to 

understand the central problems in my doctoral thesis: precarity, intersectionality 

and reproductive injustice. Then I explain the conceptual framework that I utilize 

to analyze the role of State-induced precarity in the reproductive lives of asylum-

seeking women, and how my research engages with these concepts. Specifically, 

I explore structural violence and systemic racism and lay out the sub-categories 

of legal violence, infrastructural violence and reproductive governance. Through 

these concepts, I delve deeper into processes generating precarity such as (im)

mobility, surveillance, and obstetric racism and explain the methodological steps, 

limitations and ethical concerns that supported and constrained this research. 

In Chapter 2, I discuss the preocupación that Central American asylum-

seeking women experience, which directly impacts their capacity to manage 

their family’s health needs while managing their legal, health and economic 

precarity. Specifically, I explain how their precarious positionality increased 

through two intersecting phenomena from 2019-2021: the dismantling of the 

U.S. asylum system and the COVID-19 pandemic. In this context, the people I met 

in my research struggled to perform their mother work while also managing the 

legal requirements of their asylum cases and the economic barriers they faced 

without work permits and access to stable employment. Likewise, while asylum-

seeking mothers were often primarily responsible for the healthcare and social 

services for their children, they often faced barriers to care, which increased 

during the COVID-19 pandemic. As I discuss, these intersecting conditions 

increased preocupación and necessitated that mothers expended energy on 

hiding their preocupación to protect their children, which further limited their 

capacity to access vital healthcare or social services. 

Chapter 3 picks up on the themes of care and service (in)accessibility by 

exploring how Central American asylum-seeking women’s liminal legal status 

makes them both eligible (deserving) and ineligible (undeserving) for various 
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forms of care/support in Los Angeles. Specifically, I discuss how they experience 

(im)mobility when attempting to access healthcare and social support services 

due to infrastructural violence and bureaucratic regulations that create various 

barriers and pathways towards care. Through one woman’s case study, I 

demonstrate how multiple precarities limit marginalized women’s capacity 

to move through physical and bureaucratic spaces. Particularly, I discuss how 

clinic allocations, technological interfaces, and financial thresholds for both 

eligibility and accessibility further asylum-seeker immobility and reproductive 

injustice, despite broader accessibility regulations that make them eligible for 

these services. This creates a contradictory space in which asylum-seeking 

women must demonstrate financial need to become eligible for State support 

yet also have enough financial capital to access that support. Over time, these 

tensions lead to asylum-seekers being “stuck in motion” as they simultaneously 

hit barriers to access certain services while finding pathways to access others, 

making the precarity they face so overwhelming that they sometimes choose to 

self-deport from the United States. 

In Chapter 4, I discuss how acts of racialization open asylum-seeking women 

to parenting intervention and State surveillance when they attempt to access 

and utilize Home Visitation Programs. I discuss how “at-risk” categorization 

marks these women as deserving of surveillance and intervention into their 

homes and parenting practices, despite the fact that their “risk factors” stem 

from various forms of State-induced precarity. Through interviews with staff 

and clients, I show how Home Visitation Programs propagate white American 

conceptualizations of good parenting and self-reliance, and how they categorize 

Central American migrants/asylum-seeking women as both risky mothers in 

need of surveillance and vulnerable mothers in need of care. These conflicting 

positionalities push racialized, marginalized women to prove they are deserving 

of support through their willingness to build resilience and self-sufficiency. 

Concurrently, they must accept being labeled a “risky” person to deserve care. 

However, this categorization opens them up to higher risk of deportation and 

losing custody of their children. I argue that Home Visitation Programs should 

reframe assessment of “risk factors” in favor of acknowledging intersectional 
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precarity. This would allow them to more accurately reflect and attend to the 

challenges faced by Central American migrants/asylum-seeking mothers in Los 

Angeles. 

As I show in Chapter 5, racialization and obstetric racism still impact 

the birth experiences and outcomes of women of color in California, despite 

government efforts to improve maternal health outcomes and reduce 

disparities through implicit bias and cultural competency training. Due to 

the “white medical gaze”, biomedical perinatal care providers appear unable 

to fully understand the precarities their racialized and marginalized patients 

face. This white medical gaze appears to perpetuate implicit biases that non-

racialized biomedical practitioners hold about women of color and potentially 

has a negative impact on care received. Conversely, I suggest that community-

based doulas may counteract the white medical gaze due to their communal 

relationality with their clients, with whom they share experiences of 

discrimination and precarity. In this way, they may be more effective advocates 

against the racial and class-based discrimination their clients face. Specifically, 

by working between small ruptures within the patient-provider relationship, 

community-based doulas may be able  to engender safer and more respectful 

birth experiences for women of color. 

In Chapter 6, I conclude by showing how my research offers insight into 

the ongoing struggles faced by Central American asylum-seeking women, 

and the current political context in the U.S. that continues to make their 

lives precarious through increasingly restrictive asylum policies and cuts 

to funding for social and health-based services. Following this, I discuss the 

major contributions that my doctoral thesis has made to the literature on 

reproductive governance, reproductive justice and precarity. I argue that 

State policies that constrain and impede reproductive autonomy and health 

for marginalized groups such as Central American asylum-seekers should 

be recognized as forms of reproductive violence. Through this reframing, I 

center the violent impact that State policies have on asylum-seeking women 

which directly inhibits their capacity to birth and, importantly, raise their 

children in healthy, safe environments–ultimately limiting the advancement of 
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reproductive justice. Through this reframing, I demonstrate possible pathways 

towards improving maternal health and parenting autonomy for racialized, 

marginalized women through the advocacy of community-based doulas and a 

shift in focus in Home Visitation Programs. To end, I offer recommendations for 

future academic and policy work that call for structural interventions that will 

respect and promote the reproductive rights of all people in the U.S.–especially 

those who are racialized and marginalized. 
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Samenvatting: Precair moederschap: maternale 
gezondheid/zorg en de staat in Los Angeles, VS

Dit proefschrift, onderzoekt de impact van precariteit veroorzaakt door 

de staat op de gezondheid en het moederschap van Midden-Amerikaanse 

asielzoekende vrouwen wonende in Los Angeles, VS. Aan de hand van 

etnografische gegevens verzameld tussen 2019 en 2021, ga ik na ik hoe 

verschillende vormen van precariteit toenemen in het leven van Midden-

Amerikaanse asielzoekende vrouwen wanneer zij zoeken naar toegang tot 

gezondheidszorg en sociale voorzieningen als ze voor hun kinderen zorgen. 

Tevens onderzoek ik hoe verleners van zorg en sociale voorzieningen de 

precariteit van vrouwen begrijpen en hierop reageren. In dit onderzoek laat 

ik zien dat precariteit in het leven van gemarginaliseerde asielzoekers in de 

VS wordt veroorzaakt door verschillende vormen van structureel geweld, 

zoals juridisch geweld, infrastructureel geweld en reproductieve regulering. 

Daarnaast ga ik in op hoe structureel racisme, door de blanke medische blik 

en het toezicht van de staat op hun opvoedingspraktijken, de precariteit voor 

gemarginaliseerde vrouwen van kleur verder in stand houdt. Samengenomen, 

stel ik, zijn deze vormen van precariteit mechanismen van reproductief 

geweld die moeten worden aangepakt om de bevordering van reproductieve 

rechtvaardigheid in de Verenigde Staten te waarborgen.

In Hoofdstuk 1 introduceer ik het proefschrift en ga ik in op ik de 

sociaaleconomische en juridische context waarin Midden-Amerikaanse 

asielzoekende vrouwen in de VS leven. Als liminaal-legale migranten (die 

niet helemaal legaal maar ook niet helemaal illegaal zijn) wachtend op de 

uitkomst van hun asielaanvraag, komen asielzoekers in aanmerking voor 

bepaalde vormen van door de staat gefinancierde zorg en voorzieningen, maar 

komen ze tegelijkertijd niet in aanmerking voor andere vormen van zorg en 

ondersteuning. In dit hoofdstuk belicht ik de verschillende beleidsmaatregelen 

van de staat Californië�  en de federale overheid die asielzoekers in een ambigue 

positie plaatsen – afhankelijk van de zorgcontext worden ze gezien als wel of 

niet “zorgwaardig” (ze worden gezien als wel of niet in aanmerking komend 
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voor zorg). Ik bespreek hoe deze ambigue positie leidt tot onhandelbare 

niveaus van precariteit. Ik onderzoek met name hoe de dubbele impact van 

de eerste regering-Trump en de COVID-19-pandemie de reeds bestaande, door 

de staat veroorzaakte precariteit in het leven van asielzoekende vrouwen 

zichtbaar heeft gemaakt en heeft versterkt. Het was deze context die mij tot 

mijn onderzoeksvragen bracht: Hoe kruisten verschillende vormen van door 

de staat veroorzaakte precariteit elkaar in het leven van Midden-Amerikaanse 

asielzoekende vrouwen in Los Angeles? Hoe beï�nvloedde deze precariteit hun 

werk als moeder? Hoe verhoogde infrastructureel geweld met betrekking 

tot de toegang tot gezondheidsdiensten hun precariteit? En hoe reageerden 

zorgverleners op het gebied van reproductieve gezondheidszorg en sociale 

dienstverleners op de precariteit in het leven van hun patië�nten en clië�nten?

Vervolgens zet ik de drie concepten uiteen met behulp waarvan de 

lezer de centrale problemen in mijn proefschrift kan begrijpen: precariteit, 

intersectionaliteit en reproductieve onrechtvaardigheid. Daarna leg ik het 

conceptuele kader uit waarmee ik de rol van door de staat veroorzaakte 

precariteit in het reproductieve leven van asielzoekende vrouwen analyseer, 

en leg ik uit hoe mijn onderzoek zich tot deze concepten verhoudt. Concreet 

onderzoek ik structureel geweld en systemisch racisme en zet ik de 

subcategorieë�n van juridisch geweld, infrastructureel geweld en reproductieve 

regulering uiteen. Aan de hand van deze concepten ga ik dieper in op processen 

die precariteit veroorzaken, zoals (im)mobiliteit, surveillance en obstetrisch 

racisme, en bespreek ik de methodologische stappen, beperkingen en ethische 

kwesties die dit onderzoek mogelijk hebben gemaakt en beperkt.

In Hoofdstuk 2 bespreek ik de preocupación die Midden-Amerikaanse 

asielzoekende vrouwen ervaren, die een directe invloed heeft op hun vermogen 

om te zorgen voor (de gezondheid van) hun gezin terwijl ze, tegelijkertijd, te 

maken hebben met juridische, gezondheids- en economische precariteit. Ik leg 

specifiek uit hoe hun precaire positie tussen 2019 en 2021 is verslechterd door 

twee elkaar overlappende fenomenen: de ontmanteling van het Amerikaanse 

asielsysteem en de COVID-19-pandemie. In deze context hadden de mensen 

die ik tijdens mijn onderzoek ontmoette moeite om de (moederlijke) zorgtaken 
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te vervullen en tegelijkertijd te voldoen aan de wettelijke vereisten van hun 

asielaanvraag en de economische barriè� res waarmee ze te maken kregen 

zonder werkvergunning en toegang tot stabiel werk. Hoewel asielzoekende 

moeders vaak primair verantwoordelijk waren voor de gezondheidszorg en 

sociale voorzieningen voor hun kinderen, werden ze vaak geconfronteerd 

met belemmeringen voor de zorg, belemmeringen die tijdens de COVID-19-

pandemie alleen nog maar groter werden. Zoals ik laat zien, versterkten deze 

elkaar overlappende omstandigheden de preocupación en kostte het moeders 

moeite om hun preocupació� n te verbergen om hun kinderen te beschermen, 

wat de toegang tot essentië� le gezondheidszorg of sociale voorzieningen nog 

verder beperkte.

Hoofdstuk 3  gaat verder in op de thema’s zorg en (on)toegankelijkheid van 

voorzieningen door te bekijken hoe de liminale juridische status van Midden-

Amerikaanse asielzoekende vrouwen in Los Angeles hen zowel zorgwaardig 

(in aanmerking komend voor zorg en ondersteuning) als zorgonwaardig (niet 

in aanmerking komend) maakt. Ik bespreek met name hoe zij (im)mobiliteit 

ervaren wanneer zij toegang proberen te krijgen tot gezondheidszorg en sociale 

voorzieningen als gevolg van infrastructureel geweld en bureaucratische 

regelgeving die verschillende barriè� res en trajecten naar zorg creë� ren. Aan 

de hand van een casestudy van é�é�n vrouw laat ik zien hoe meerdere vormen 

van precariteit de bewegingsvrijheid van gemarginaliseerde vrouwen in de 

fysieke en bureaucratische ruimtes beperken. Ik ga in het bijzonder in op 

hoe de immobiliteit van asielzoekers en reproductieve onrechtvaardigheid 

nog verder vergroot wordt door de toewijzing van klinieken, toegang door 

middel van technologieë�n  en financië� le drempels voor zowel geschiktheid 

als toegankelijkheid, ondanks bredere toegankelijkheidsregels waardoor ze in 

aanmerking zouden komen voor deze diensten. Dit creë�ert een tegenstrijdige 

situatie waarin asielzoekende vrouwen moeten aantonen dat ze financië� le 

behoefte hebben om in aanmerking te komen voor staatssteun, maar ook over 

voldoende financieel kapitaal moeten beschikken om toegang te krijgen tot 

die steun. Na verloop van tijd leiden deze spanningen ertoe dat asielzoekers 

“vast komen te zitten in beweging”, omdat ze enerzijds barriè� res tegenkomen 
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om toegang te krijgen tot bepaalde diensten en anderzijds wegen vinden om 

toegang te krijgen tot andere diensten. Daardoor kan de precaire situatie waarin 

ze verkeren zo overweldigend worden dat ze soms overgaan tot zelfdeportatie 

uit de Verenigde Staten.

In Hoofdstuk 4 bespreek ik hoe racialisering ervoor zorgt dat 

asielzoekende vrouwen worden blootgesteld aan interventies op het gebied 

van ouderschap en staatscontrole wanneer ze toegang willen krijgen tot 

en gebruik willen maken van moeder- en kindzorg via huisbezoeken (Home 

Visitation Programs). Ik bespreek hoe een categorisering als ‘risicovol’ deze 

vrouwen labelt als mensen die toezicht nodig hebben en ingrijpen in hun 

huis en de opvoeding van hun kinderen behoeven, ondanks het feit dat hun 

‘risicofactoren’ voortkomen uit verschillende vormen van door de staat 

veroorzaakte precariteit. Aan de hand van interviews met medewerkers en 

clië�nten laat ik zien hoe Home Visitation Programs de Amerikaanse idealen 

van goed ouderschap en zelfredzaamheid propageren, en hoe ze Midden-

Amerikaanse migranten/asielzoekende vrouwen categoriseren als zowel 

risicovolle moeders die toezicht nodig hebben als kwetsbare moeders die 

zorg nodig hebben. Deze tegenstrijdige standpunten dwingen geracialiseerde, 

gemarginaliseerde vrouwen om te bewijzen dat ze ondersteuning verdienen 

door hun bereidheid om veerkracht en zelfredzaamheid op te bouwen. 

Tegelijkertijd moeten ze accepteren dat ze als “risicovol” worden bestempeld 

om zorg te verdienen. Deze categorisering stelt hen echter bloot aan een hoger 

risico op uitzetting en het verlies van het ouderlijk gezag over hun kinderen. 

Ik stel dat Home Visitation Programs de beoordeling van “risicofactoren” zou 

moeten herzien met oog voor de intersectionele precariteit van de moeders. 

Dit zou hen in staat stellen om de uitdagingen waarmee Midden-Amerikaanse 

migranten/asielzoekende moeders in Los Angeles worden geconfronteerd, 

nauwkeuriger in kaart te brengen en aan te pakken.

Zoals ik in Hoofdstuk 5 laat zien, hebben racialisering en obstetrisch 

racisme nog steeds invloed op de bevallingservaringen en -uitkomsten van 

vrouwen van kleur in Californië� , ondanks de pogingen van de overheid om de 

gezondheid van moeders te verbeteren en ongelijkheden te verminderen door 
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trainingen over impliciete vooroordelen en cultureel sensitief werken. Door de 

‘witte medische blik’ lijken biomedische geboortezorgverleners niet in staat om 

de precariteiten waarmee hun geracialiseerde en gemarginaliseerde patië�nten 

worden geconfronteerd, volledig te begrijpen. Deze witte medische blik lijkt 

impliciete vooroordelen die niet-geracialiseerde biomedische zorgverleners 

hebben over vrouwen van kleur te bestendigen en kan een negatieve invloed 

hebben op de zorg die vrouwen van kleur ontvangen. Omgekeerd stel ik dat 

gemeenschapsgerichte (community-based) doula’s de witte medische blik 

kunnen bestrijden vanwege hun gemeenschappelijke relationaliteit met hun 

clië�nten, met wie zij ervaringen van discriminatie en precariteit delen. Zo 

kunnen zij de discriminatie op basis van ras en klasse waarmee hun clië�nten 

worden geconfronteerd effectiever tegengaan. Werkend tussen kleine breuken 

in de relatie tussen patië�nt en zorgverlener, kunnen gemeenschapsgerichte 

doula’s bijdragen aan veiligere en respectvollere bevallingservaringen voor 

vrouwen van kleur.

In Hoofdstuk 6 sluit ik af met een uiteenzetting van hoe mijn onderzoek 

inzicht biedt in de voortdurende strijd waarmee Midden-Amerikaanse 

asielzoekende vrouwen worden geconfronteerd, en de huidige politieke 

context in de VS die hun leven precair blijft maken door steeds restrictiever 

asielbeleid en bezuinigingen op sociale en gezondheidsvoorzieningen. 

Vervolgens bespreek ik de hoe mijn proefschrift bijdraagt aan de literatuur 

over reproductieve regulering, reproductieve rechtvaardigheid en precariteit. 

Ik stel dat overheidsbeleid dat beperkend en belemmerend werkt op de 

reproductieve autonomie en gezondheid van gemarginaliseerde groepen, 

zoals Midden-Amerikaanse asielzoekers, erkend moet worden als een vorm 

van reproductief geweld. Door deze herformulering richt ik de aandacht 

op de gewelddadige impact die overheidsbeleid heeft op asielzoekende 

vrouwen, waardoor hun vermogen om kinderen te baren en, nog belangrijker, 

op te voeden in een gezonde, veilige omgeving direct wordt belemmerd, wat 

uiteindelijk de vooruitgang van reproductieve rechtvaardigheid beperkt. Door 

deze herformulering werp ik licht op de mogelijke manieren om de gezondheid 

van moeders en de ouderlijke autonomie te verbeteren voor gemarginaliseerde 
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vrouwen van kleur, door middel van belangenbehartiging door doula’s uit de 

gemeenschap en een verschuiving in de focus van Home Visitation Programs. 

Tot slot roep ik, in mijn aanbevelingen voor toekomstig academisch onderzoek 

en beleid, op tot structurele interventies die de reproductieve rechten van alle 

mensen in de VS respecteren en bevorderen, met name die van mensen van 

kleur en gemarginaliseerde groepen.


